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dren in a Roman Catholic section of Belfast played near a mural promoting the Irish Republican Army.
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There’s a sisal texture for every taste, every deco­
rating scheme, from Bauhaus to Mom’s house. 
For Einstein Moomjy has crisp, natural vegetable 
fiber sisals in up-to-the-minute grids, basket- 
weaves, needlepoints, chevron patterns, you 
name it. Or, if you can’t name it, come to Einstein 
Moomjy, where you’re sure to find it.
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Talks on Northern Ireland: Optimism Is Avoided 
l:
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two parts of Ireland at least to be 
friends if not to unite one day. To get 
both those things, Prime Minister 
Charles Haughey of Ireland is offering 
unionist leaders, who represent most of 
the province’s 900,000 Protestants, an 
attractive incentive: the possibility 
that the Republic might renounce its 
constitutional claim to Northern Ire­
land.

sultative role in running Northern Ire- Catholic nationalists would enjoy seats’ 
land. "] - ----- — -* •*—:-

It is highly possible that any kind of 
broad-reaching agreement will be put 
to an island-wide vote. But if few people 
harbor hope that the politicians will be 
able reach an agreement, it is under­
standable given all the failures in the 
last two decades. With the exception of 
John Alderdice, the 36-year-old head of 
the Alliance party, a small liberal 
unionist party, the leaders of the ne­
gotiating parties have been associated 
with those failures.

They include John Hume, the 54- of Ulster’s two communities. 
year-old leader of the Social Demo- ,
cratic and Labor Party, the nationalist But many caution that just because 
party that represents most of Ulster’s *key wanted^ political talks does not

of ready to accept the compromises any' 
_ _ 1 cnttlomonf will entail.

Adding to concerns about whether, 
there will be sufficient public accept­
ance of any settlement is the fact that; 
Sinn Fein has been excluded. Those 
saying a way must be found to include 
Sinn Fein are not just the one-third of' 
Ulster’s Catholics, most of them work-; 
ing class, who support it but also mod­
erate Catholics and liberal Protestants.

Mr. Hume and other politicians1 
argue that a referendum on the settle-; 
ment will insure that Sinn Fein sup­
porters don’t feel disenfranchised. But 
virtually everyone still expects any 
agreement to set off a surge in violence 
by paramilitary groups from both com­
munities intent on undermining it.

Following are views expressed by 
some prominent members of the 
Northern Irish communitv
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An Island-Wide Vote
London and Dublin have also prom­

ised that in return for an agreement ac­
ceptable to all, they would give the 
unionists something else they desper­
ately want: an end to the British-Irish 
pact of 1985, which gave Dublin a con-
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Talks on 
Northern Ireland begin Tuesday.
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BELFAST, Northern

27 In churches throughout =.
and south of Ireland on Sunday, Kaman . 
Catholics and Protestants will N111 m a 
special prayer that political talks about 
to start here will bring peac^ to the 
land, where 2,872 people have been 
killed in civil strife since 1969. „ 

tant unionists, who want this province 
B^i^^m^^ai^cSatio^ 

who yearn for a ui_______
they would be the majority, begin on 
Tuesday and are scheduled to last II 
weeks. But judging from all the cau­
tions against over optimism coining 
from politicians and the pessimism 
among the people in the British prov­
ince, the talks will need every single 
prayer.

“There’s no euphoria,’’ said the Rev. 
Matthew Wallace, a Catholic priest 
who has been deeply involved in grass­
roots efforts to bring jobs to West Bel- 
fast, a working-class area where unem- 
ployment in some Catholic neighbor- ‘ ,/ 
hoods is as much as 80 percent. u&Z- A < „

This will mark the first time in 15 Z.; 
years that leaders of Ulster’s major 
political parties who do not advocate 
violence have met to try to settle their 
differences. Their hope, which is 
shared by the British and Irish Govern­
ments, is that they will be able to come 
up with a mutually acceptable system 
of regional government so they can re­
sume the job of governing the province 
which has been largely ruled from Lon­
don since 1972.

Dublin Might Join Talks
That means a system that guaran­

tees Ulster’s 600,000-member Catholic 
minority a meaningful say in how the

majority rule. And a compromis? w"ll 
not be easy to achieve. Sinn Fein the 
political arm of the Irish Republican

Z.'KS’S’KSaS will join the talks, which are h C"D 
headed by Peter Brooke, the Bril sh 
Secretary of State for Northern 
land. It would be the first timo IT 
Dublin has negotiationed with?PJh« 
of all of Ulster’s main conshft^ 

henns^vednegotiaHonst on Th°eS1fuhJn'Pref

Northern Ireland’s divisive nrnhT ° 

tween the North and the South T' 
tween Ireland and Britain ln’andbe-

Another major item on the agena i« 
to devise a system — possible nda is 
kish institution - that will enabV^
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By STEVEN PROKESCH
Special io The New York Times

BELFAST, Northern Ireland. April 
27 In churches throughout tne north 
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As Northern Ireland prepared for talks to end the sectarian strife that has killed 2,872 people since 1969, chit­

on the executive'irrespective of their, 
electoral support.

Acceptance of Compromises
The widespread disillusionment with ' 

politicians and mass yearning for an 
end to the strife that has killed 2,872; 
people in the province since 1969 were- 
the main reasons that politicians 
agreed to talk. Nobody wanted to be 
seen as the one who refused. Mr. Moly-i 
neaux has made it clear that he thinks' 
it is overly dangerous to hold talks- 
dealing with the conflicting aspirations;

year-old leader of the Social Demo­
cratic and Labor Party, the nationalist 
^li^a^Ie^'iTSei^rnm mean that the two communities are

• r t most of ready to accept the compromises any; 
the province’s Protestants: James | settlement will entail. . ,
Molyneaux, the 70-year-old head of the 
Ulster Unionists, and the Rev. Ian Pais­
ley, the 65-year-old leader of the 
smaller Democratic Unionists. Indeed, 
it took Mr. Brooke, Britain’s Northern 
Ireland Secretary, more than 14 
months to get everyone, including Dub­
lin officials, to agree to talk.

What especially breeds cynicism is 
the fact that Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. 
Paisley were deeply involved in the 
protests by Protestant loyalists that 
brought down the last serious attempt 
at regional government: the coalition 
executive of moderate Ulster Union­
ists, the Alliance Party and the S.D.L.P. 
that was set up under the so-called Sun- 
ningdale agreement of 1973. Mr. Pais­
ley and Mr. Molyneaux objected 
strenuously to guarantees that the
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North’s Fate: Concerns and Warnings From the Adversaries
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REAL TEAK WOOD VENEERS

BLACK or WHITE 
MELAMINE LAMINATE The Rev. Martin Smyth

Member of Parliament and senior 
vice president of the Ulster Unionist 
Party, a mostly Protestant party, the 
largest in Northern Ireland and a 
champion of continued union with 
Britain. It is being represented at a 
new round of talks on Northern Ire­
land’s future, beginning Tuesday.

Member of Parliament and leader 
of the Social Democratic and Labor 
Party, the largest Irish nationalist 
party in Northern Ireland. It seeks 
the unification of Ireland through 
peaceful means and will be repre­
sented at the talks. Most of its mem­
bers are Catholics.

One of the greatest obstacles to 
achieving an agreed settlement is 

1 "ican 
Army and its political arm, Sinn Fein,
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Member of Parliament and deputy 
leader of the Democratic Unionist , 
Party, the second-largest unionist' 
party. It is sending a delegation to the 
talhs.

Bed with 
storage bin: 
Reg. $189 
Now*159
Bed with 
Headboard/ 
Bookcase 
and storage 
bin: 
Reg. $298 * 

Now$198
Bed's art* Twin site, 
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The protection of minority rights is 
absolutely crucial. A democracy isn’t 
a democracy because there is ma­
jority rule. Majoritarianism just may 
be populism and that can be fascist. 
Democracy is about how you treat 
your minorities. All the four parties in 
these talks are minority parties.

We want a regional government

Sinn Fein represents 35 percent of 
the nationalist community in the six 
counties. The politics of that base 
should be reflected certainly in any 
attempt to try and solve the problems 
of the six counties.

Although the British Government 
has something like 30,000 armed per­
sonnel in Ireland, Republicans don’t 
say, “We won’t talk to you.” We don’t 
try to create the preconditions about 
the British talking to us. What we are 
saying is there is a very serious prob­
lem in Ireland that stems from Brit­
ish interference in Irish affairs. As a 

. means of addressing that problem
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Tom Hartley
Chairman of Sinn Fein, the second- 

largest nationalist party in Northern 
Ireland and the political arm of the 
Irish Republican Army, the mostly 
Catholic guerrilla group fighting for 
union with the Irish Republic. Sinn 
Fein was not invited to the talhs.

Caha! Oaly
Archbishop of Armagh and Pri­

mate of All Ireland, the religious 
falling away in morale, some talented leader of Northern Irelands Roman 
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I am more hopeful than optimistic 
about the talks. We face very major 
difficulties in reaching an agreement. 
But if we do and it is endorsed by the 
people North and South, then it will 
make a major contribution to ending 
violence because the Irish people as a 
whole will have spoken for the first 
time.

they might give us some other form 
of monstrosity to replace the Anglo- 
Irish agreement of 1985, which has 
given British and Irish civil servants 
a larger say in Northern Ireland’s af­
fairs than its elected Members of 
Parliament.

It’s quite conceivable that there 
will be an escalation in terrorism in 
reaction to whatever comes out of the 
talks.

with legislative and executive respon­
sibilities, with the executive being 
made up on a proportionate basis of 
representatives of the parties. We 
want that and other institutionalized 
protection for minorities.

I don’t like to think too much about 
what the prospects are if we don’t 
succeed in reaching agreement. It 
will be very very damaging. Every 
time a political initiative has failed in 
the last 20 years, it has led to a great 

people leaving politics’and a boost to Catholic minority. The Church was 
the terrorists who can say, “There 
you have it, democratic politics can’t 
deliver.”

Jim Molyneaux, leader of my 
party, has always taken the position 
that constructive politics in which 
parties work together on bread-and- 
butter issues is much better than 
high-wire negotiations. I share that 
view.

It would be wrong to say that any­
one going into these talks could be 
over optimistic because we recognize 
that the real issue despite all the at­
tempts to cloud it is one of national 
identity, which I don’t think can be re­
solved in the talks to the mutual satis­
faction of everyone.

My big concern is that the Social 
Democratic and Labor Party, like in 
the past, will maintain its intransi­
gent demand that it be guaranteed a 
place in a Northern Ireland executive 
government no matter what happens 
in elections. So why bother having 
elections?

I can’t imagine that the London and 
Dublin Governments, having in­
vested so much effort, will allow the 
talks to be a complete failure. But

I’m happy that the process has 
begun. The distinction between talks ; 
held in the 1970’s and today is that the ■ 
people who will be at the table this . 
time have the ability to sell an agree-, 
ment to the electorate. Before, the 
majority of the unionist community ■ 
was outside the door.

My hopes are that we can agree to ; 
new structures for Northern Ireland . 
that will be democratically based and ', 
which will recognize that there has to ■ 
be and is a role for all constitutional ’ 
minorities so they can feel they can ’ 
make their contribution in a valuable j 
and meaningful way. But the term ■ 
power sharing is not part of my ’ 
vocabulary. Although power sharing ; 
can mean a number of types of gov- i 
ernment adminstration, what it has ■ 
become attached to is the type of: 
rigged and enforced coalition execu-; 
tive of unionists and Irish nationalists i 
that was brought down in 1974. The ■ 
one thing we don’t want is to attempt ; 
to build new structures on the rubble J 
of the past.

The fact that the Republic of Ire­
land’s constitutional claim to North- '■ 
ern Ireland is on the table is an en-; 
couragement to us. What I’m hoping ; 
for is that we can live apart together. 
In that contradiction there is a recog- ’ 
nition that we are on one island, that '. 
we are two separate states, but there . 
is absolutely no reason why there 
shouldn’t be a good relationship be­
tween the two.

All uniU como in kit form, ojmembly cxlro. 'Some bookcase model, displayed downtown only.
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Leader of the Alliance Party, a 
small, liberal unionist parly of 
Protestants and Catholics. The Al­
liance will be joining the talhs.
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Northern Ireland cannot be re­
garded unifically and exclusively 
British. Nor on the other hand can it

I would hope that in these talks we be regarded as unifically and exclu- 
would apply the lessons of Europe. In sively Irish. Both dimensions are in­
Europe, they agreed to build institu- trinsic to Northern Ireland and must 
tions which respected the differences be part of the internal solution to the 
and diversity but allowed people to Northern Ireland problem, 
work their common ground together. " ~f 'u" "‘'-•--i—
I would hope we in Ireland would _ _
agree on institutions of government, precisely what the Irish Republii 
North and South, which respect our 
differences but which allow us . to call the armed struggle.
work our common ground, which is It seems clear from the things that 
considerable and which will grow, they have been saying that Sinn Fein 
particularly in the economic field. If is somewhat envious of those that are 
we work together in building that involved in the talks and resent their 
common ground, we’ll spill our sweat exclusion. Hopefully progress in the 
together and not our blood. We’ll talks will bring increased pressure on 
break down the barriers between our Sinn Fein to. take the only step that 
people and we will grow together at would make it possible for them to be- 
..... „,.,n . . comeinvolvedintheevolvingpoliti-
which respects our diversity? cal process: to renounce violence.

there needs to be dialogue of every-.L 
one involved in the problem without’ 
preconditions like a cease-fire. '. 7 -

We would like to see the British. . 
Government acknowledge that it has. . .. . 
a policy of reunification, which would' 
allow the representative political' j , - 
forces of Ireland to come together; ~ , 
under the auspices of some sort of. 
constitutional conference to deter­
mine the how and when of Britain’s - ■ 
disengagement.
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