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RECOMMENDATIONS

With respect to the first of the specific questions contained in paragraph seven of the
Communique, the modalities of decommissioning, We recommend the following parameters and
principles, recognizing that specific details will have to be determined by negotiation:
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Indmduals directly involved in the decommissioning process should be protected from
proseoution relating to the possession of those armaments, on the basis of an amnesty
establlshed in law in both jurisdictions. Armaments made available for decommissioning,

i«vhether directly or indirectly, should be exempt under law from forensic examination and
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evidence in courts of 1aw in either jurisdiction. Groups in possession of illegal armaments
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views that the leaders of those political parties could not obtain a prior decommissioning of arms,
regardless of their willingness to do so.

It is possible to debate the morality or wisdom of such a circumstance, but it is nonetheless a fact
with which all concerned must deal.

It does not follow that all-party talks should begin without further trust and confidence-building.
On the contrary, it is necessary to affirm certain principles and practical requirements to which all
parties should commit or recommit before the commencement of such negotiations.

Accordingly, we recommend that each party to such talks publicly express its total and absolute
commitment

1. To democratic and exclusively peaceful means of resolving political issues;
2. To renounce any use of force, or threat of the use of force.

3. To the total and verifiable disarmament of all paramilitary organizations, to the satisfaction of an
independent third party, as part of the process of all party negotiations, and to accept the need to
advance the actual decommissioning of arms in the course of all-party negotiations;

4. To accept and abide by the principle of consent, as contained in the Downing Street Declaration,
with respect to any agreement reached by the parties in all party negotiations.

4. [Possible Alternative Language for Principle No. 4: To agree to abide by the terms of any
outcome of all party negotiations to which a majority of the people in Northern Ireland and in the
Republic of Ireland give their assent and to resort to democratic and exclusively peaceful methods in
trying to alter any aspect of that outcome with which they may disagree.]

5. To not participate in or condone so-called punishment killings and beatings, and to take effective
steps to prevent such actions.

In order to be meaningful and effective, such commitments would, of course, have to apply to the
paramilitary organizatons themselves, as well as to the political parties with which they are closely
associated.

The divisions in Northern Ireland are historic and deep, but we believe they are outweighed by the
nearly universal longing for a just and lasting peace. The necessary will and resoluteness exist in the
people with whom we met, and in the million and a half more we did not meet but whose presence we
felt. At this critical moment in their history, we urge their leaders to seize this opportunity. i

Footnote: Different views were expressed to us as to the weapons to be decommissioned. In the
Communique, the Governments made clear their view that our remit is limited to those weapons held
illegally by paramilitary organizations. We accept and share the view that there is no equivalence
between such weapons and those lawfully authorized .



