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EVENTS OF 30 JANUARY 1972

With permission, Madam Speaker, [ will make 2 Siatement on the
events in Northern Ireland on 30 January 1972, which has become

known as Bloody Sunday.

The facts that are undisputed are well-known. On 30 January 1972,
during a disturbance in Londonderry following a civil nghts march,

shots were fired by the British Ammy. 13 people were killed, and

another 13 were wounded, one of whom subsequently died. The

day after the incident the then Prime Minister sét up a public inquiry

under the then Lord Chief Tustice, Lord Widgery.

\g which led to the casualties; that for the most pant
acted as they did because they thought their sianding
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orders w 1t; and that whilst there was no proof that any of the

deceased had been shot whilst handline a firearm or bomb. the
a STrong suspict on that some had been firing weapens or haadling

bombs in the course of th

: » produced hig report
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meant that he was 1ot abi der all the evid: which migh
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have been available, For example, he did not receive any evidence

from the wounded who were still in hospital, and he did not censider

individually sybstantial numbe f eye-witness accounts pro

his Inquiry-in the early part of March
Since his report ed \ W or1a rie .
about the ever v\ This cludes niew
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In 19692 the then Prime Minister said iu a letter 1o the H

who has campa ii‘z 1ed fﬁ’,‘:’:‘;:’u“j' n this tssue. that those shot snowld

be regarded as innocent of any allega y were shat wiils
handling firearms ot explosiy | reaffirm that today
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Last year thc‘- tarniiies ot Hio0se Kilied provided tie previcus

Government with a new dossier on the events of Bloody Sunda;
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The Irish Government also sent i 1 detailed
assessment which (_ﬂal) &l 1ew marterial and 0T r"i"y:fi_ ery ¢
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findings in the light of al! matenal available.

[ want to place on record Qur stron

which our security forces have

in Northers Ireland. They set an exampie to the world of resiraint

CY) i off et B 6 o By €n i 2 Av\
Erous CirGUITIStariCES |

combined with effectiveness given
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which they. are called on o operate. Young men and women daily

risk their lives protecting the lives of oth

of law, carrying out a task which we have laid upen tiem. Lessons

d OVEer many years ~ I some cases pain

have of course heen learne

lessons. But the SUDROre of the Government and Uus House or oul

Armed Forces has been and el
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There have been many victims of violence in Nortiern re.anc
)

before and since Bloody Sunday. More than 3,000 peopie. civi
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as Well as Sﬂldle'ffs. poOHCEIIEn anil DI 180N OTTICETS, [ave (Ude il
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lives 1o the last 26 years. It

4y OC asxed wiy we SOnouid pay such
) 8

atiention (¢ one gvent.

Madam Speaker, we de not forget or ignore all e ¢

the innocent deaths, all the vi Qir

Kenneth Bloomfield, a ¢

Ireland, s curre

the
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victims of violence., In partiCuiar, the sacrifice of those many
L ' 4
members of the security includine the RUC, who lost their
lives doing their duty will never be forgotten by tus Government,

Just as ‘d"e§ were not forgotten by th The pain
those (e ben ind is no less than the pain < of the

victims of Bloody Sunday.

But Bloody Sunday was different hecause, where the State s own

authorities are concerned, we {Tiust §

precisely because we do pride ourselves on aur

respect for the law, and on

security forces.
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consulted with my colieagues most clasely concerned, We have

ousidered very carefully whether it is appropriale now i
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fresh Inquiry mte the events of Bloody Sunday.

1 sahould emph"NSfi that such 2 few ]ﬂ(‘l”\l' y can only be justified if
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an objective examination of the material

for believing that the events of that day should be locked at a
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and the conclusions of Lord Widgery re-examiined. ( have been

strongly advised that thers

Inquiry. We believe th
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such that these evenrs requs e-examination. We believe th

only course which will lead 1o there |

results of any further investigation is for a full-scale judicial inquiry

.WO BIOOd]’ c\uﬂdav to bw 5et n:,‘-l}

We have therefore decided to ser up an Inquiry under the
Inquiry (Evidence) Act 1921, The Inquiry will have the

call witnesses and obtain producton of papers.

Dels 4g 'ILL“‘ conraecnce
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As required by the Act a Resolution will be required 1o set
inquiry. The Resolution will be tabled later today in my

will be m the following terms:

That it is expedient that a Tribunal be established tor ina

10LC a QP{M{L matier Cl ureent ;,1[}1}(‘, :L'[T!} grtance. nam

anr B0 Yararea rr > ol YRS LS 3 1
events on Sunday, 30 January 1972 which led 1o loss

Piauiring
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connection with the procession in Londonderry on that day,

taking account of 2 any new mnformation relevant to eveg
R0} allt ¢l D914

\
‘ that day.
Lord Saville of Newdigate, a Law Lord, has agresc air a
ribunal of three. The other two members are likely to be from ¢

Cornmonwealth,

It is not possible to say now &xactly how long the Inquiry wiil take
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decide how far its proccedings will be apen, but the Ac
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but it should be allowed the time necessary to cover all the &

now available thoroughly and completely. It is for the Tribu

them to be held in public unless there are special countervailing

considerations. The hearings are likely to be partly here an
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Questions of immunity from prosecution for those siving evidence wc
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the inquiry will be for the Tribunal {0 consider g ir

and 1o refer to the q’:\ﬁﬂ’.‘ﬁ(")y General as neces ary. Tt wi
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conclusions w my RHF the Secratary of

Our intendon is that they will he made nublic.

v

Madam Speaker, let me make clear thar the aim of the | s ot
[0 accuse ‘I‘d v/’d_lcl.‘ Tis

1o establish the truth

cail pe aChleV at "'5 }Y 4fs G1stance Ji 0L DE easvy. angd we

are all well aware th s

in Nogthern Ireland 2
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Bloody Sunday was a tragic day for al} concerned, We musr all
wish 1t had never happened. Our concemn now is simy oly 10 estabiish

the rruth, and close this pain

Madam Speaker, members of the families of the victims, like the
HM ftor Foyle, have conducted a long campaign 1o this end, I have

lieard some of their rernarks over recent vears and
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