CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS.

New-YoRrk, ApriL 15, 1789.

HE time appointed by the Congrefs, under the
OLD CONFEDERATION, for the aflembling
of theSenaToRs and ReprRESENTATIVES chofen to
adminifter the NEW CONSTITUTION, was the
fourth day of March laft ; an unfavourable feafon
of the year for journeying. Through unavoidable
delays, a quorum of the members did not arrive
in this city, till Monday the fixth inft. when being
aflembled, the Hon. Jonn Lancpon, Efg. was
chofen Prefident pro tempore. The votes of the
Electors chofen by the feveral States were then

opened and counted, and were as follows, viz.
GEORGE WASHINGTO?
JounN Apawms, 34
jom: ST, 9
R. R. Harrisov, 6
JonN RutLEDGE, 6
Jounn Hawncock, 4
GeorcE CLINTON

V, 69

> 3
SAMUEL HuNTINGTON, 2
James ArMsTrRONG, I
Jornn MirTON, 2
EDWARD TELFAIR, 1
BENjaMIN LiNcoLN, I

Upon which his Excellency GEORGE WASH-
INGTON, Efq. was announced PRESIDENT, and
the Honourable JOIIN ADAMS, Efq. VICE PRE-
PRESIDENT of the United-States. This impor-
tant bufinefs being compleated the Legiflature of
tlie United States, is thus arranged, viz.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT
JOHN

ADAMS, Vice-PRESIDE

NT.

New-Hampihire,

I‘w‘cv'-]cr{:;,

and William Ma-

Pennfylvania,

Cead and Richard Baf-

Delaware,

“harles Carrol, and Fohn Hen-
( les ( /, and 7 f

ry.
Richard Henry Lee and William
Richard Henry Lee and W

G ray fon

1
Maryland,

§
) Jett
)
S

Virginia, } :
Rutler

; Fewand

South-Carolina, Fi e
(}corgi:\, Willi

& Ralph Tzard.
Cun.

REPRESENTATIVES.

Benjamin Weft,
more and Nich

Fifhar .
Geo rge

New-Hampfihire, %

Maflachufetts,

Connecdticut,

7/‘73 Lawrence, Egbert Be
William Floyd, Fohn Hath
Peter Sylvefter, Jeremiah Va,
R;"’/:‘/d: r.

jas Boudinot, TFam:s Sch

omas Sinnick

New-York,

Elias

New-Jerfey,

Fonathan Sturgés
man, :
Fonathar Trum!
Wadfworth.

// > PR
llader.

4"1"//"/\‘ b rg,
oop, Thomas Hart-
S X -‘r:‘r‘\n' Clymer, Thomas
i Stz fimons, Peter Mublenberg
) Daniel Heifter, Thomas Scort.
Fohn Vini

e

Pennfylvania,

Delaware,

‘7’/»// ua S( £ 2

jamin Gontee, George Gale,
% liam Smith, 1) Ilu/nfzj/.'}'. Ston
\ Fames Maddifon, Fofiah Parke
1
¢
|
]

Marylan 1,

Richard B. Lee, Theodoric
Bland, Ifaac Coles, Alexander
White, Fobn Page, Andrew
Moore, Samuel Griffin.
General Sumpter, Edanus Burke,
Tho.T.Tucker, D. Huger, Wil-
liamSmit
};{";'.z/’uw Baldwin, Fames Fack-

\ ir;;ini.l,

1
in.

South:Carolina, \

‘.,)rnl’j;(id,

fun, George Matthews.

The Hon. CHARLES THOMSON, Efq. was ap-
ointed to inform the PRESIDENT, and }Il'. SY L-
FANUS BOURNE, the VICE PRESIDENT, f’f
: Thofe gentlemen fat

v
their refpective elections.
out on their embafly the 7th inft.

PROCEEDINGS of CONGRESS.

HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES.

7, 1789.
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TuesDaY, APRIL

Resorvev—That the RULES and ORDERS ' llon
STANDING RULES and ORDERS of this Houf {
FIRST
TOUCHING THE DUTY 0F T [J':" SPEAKER %
E Mhall take the chair every day at the ‘hn.u to ‘,‘:l.\'"l the
}7 houfe fhall have adjourned on the preceding day; .:1.::. x‘}nvv
mediately call the members m’m ler, '.nd. on the n‘IJY‘ICd"J.Vu,\‘! ;1, a
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He fhall preferve decorum and order; may fpeak to points of

order in preference to other members, arifing from his feat for
that purpofe, and fhall decide queftions of order, fubjeét to an ap-
peal to the houfe by any two members. g :

He fhall rife to put a queftion, but may ftate it fitting.

Queftions fhall be diitinétly put in this form, viz. ¢ As many
as 2re of opinion that (as the queftion may be) fay aye:” And, af-
ter the affirmative voice is exprefled—‘‘ As many as are of a con-
trary opinion, fay no.”

It the !pcufwr doubts, or a divifion be called for, the houfe fhall
divide, thofe in the affirmative going to the right, and thofe in the
negative to the left of the chair: If the fpeaker ftill doubt, ora
count be required, the fpeaker fhall name two members, one from
cach fide, to tell the numbers in the affirmative, which being re-
ported, he fhall then name two others, one from each fide, to tell
thofe in the negative ; which being alfo reported, he fhall rife and
{tate the decifion to the houfe,

The {peaker {hall appoint committees ; unlefs it be determined
by the houfe that the committee fhall confift of more than three
members, in which cafe the appointment {hall be by ballot of the
houfe.

In all cafes of ballot by the houfe, the fpeaker fhall vote; in o-
ther cafes he fhall not vote, unlefs the houfe be equally divided, or
unlefs his vote, if given to the minority, will make the divifion be
equal, and in cafle of fuch equal divifion, the queftion fhall be loft.

When the houfe adjourns, the members fhall keep their feats un-
til the {peaker go forth ; and then the members fhall follow.

SEcoxDpLY,
OF DECORUM AND DEBATE.

When any member is about to {peak in debate, or deliver any
matter to the houle, he fhall rife from his feat and refpetfully ad-
drefs himfelf to My I

If any member, in {peaking or ot
the houfe, the fpeaker fhall

< 1
ypeaker

erwile tranfgrefls the rules of
, Or any member may call to order ; in
which cafe the member called to order fhall immediate ly fit down
unle(s permitted to explain, and the houfe fhall,if appealed to,
decide on the cafe, but without debate:

If there be no Anixpt‘dl.
\ ‘ 1
the decifion of the chair

fhall be fnbmitted to : If the decifion be
in favour of the member called to order, he fhall be at liberty to
proceed; if otherwife, and the cafe require it, he fhall be liable to
the cenfure of the houfe,

When two or more members happen to rife at once, the {peaker
fhall name the member who is firit to fpeak.

No member fhall {peak more than twice to the fame queftion
without leave of the houfe; nor more than once until every mem-
ber choofing to [peak, fhall have fpoken.

Whillt the {peaker is putting any queftion, or addrefling the
nor either in
fuch cafe, or when a member is fpeaking, fhall entertain puiivate
difcourfe, or read any printed book or paper; nor whilft a mem-
ber is {pe aking, (hall pafs between him and the chair

No member fhall vote on any queftion, in the event of which,
he is immediately and particularly interefted ; or in any other cafe
where he was not prefent when the queftion was put.

Every member who fhall be in the houfe, when a queftion is
put, (hall vote on the one fide or the other, unle{s the houle, for
{pecial reafons, fhall excufe him.

When a motion is

houfe, none thall walk out of, or crofs the houf .

and feconded, i

t 11 be ftated by the
[peaker, or being in writing, it fhall be hande

made a
to the chair, and

n
in
d

read aloud by the clerk before debated.
Every motion fhall be reduced to writing, if the fpeaker or any
member defire it

After a motion is ftated by the fpeaker, or read by the clerk, it

fhall be deemed to be in pofleflion of the houfe, but may be with-

} drawn at any time before decifion or amendment.

When a queftion is under debate, no motion fhall be received,
unlefs to amend it, for the previous queftion, or to adjourn,

A motion to adjourn fhall be alw ays in order, and fhall be de-
cided without debate,

The previous queftion fhall be in this form: ‘¢ Shall the main
queition be now put.” It fhall only be admitted when demanded
by five members; and until it is decided fhall preclude all amend-
ment and further debate of the main queftion

On a previous queftion no member fhall
without leave

[peak more than once

Any member may call for the divifion of a queltion, where the
fenfe will admit of it

A motion for commitment until it is decided, fhall preclude all
amendment of the main queftion

Motions and

reports
houfe

may be committed at the pleafure of the
No new motion or propnfition thall be admitted under colour of
amendment, as a fubftitute for the motion or propofition under de-
bate.
Committees co
hallotted for by
thall not be

ny of more than three members, thall be

he houfe; if upon fuch ballot the number required
houfe fhall
proceed to a fecond ballat, in which a plurality of votes fhall pre-
vail, and in cafe

elected by a majority of the votes given, the

a greater number than are re quired’ to compole or

complete the committee fhall have an qual number of votes, the
houfe i proceed to further ballot or ballots
In all other cafes of ballot than for committees, a majority of

he wen 0} 1 N q
the votes grven fhall be neceffary to an cletion, and

when there
th 11 not be fuch majority on the firft ballot,

the ballot fhall be re-
pe¢ ted until a m 1j0TItY be obtained

&

In all cafes where

others than members of the houfe may be eli-
ble, there fhall t

)¢ a ]): cv il‘ll\ nomination.

If a queltion depending be loft by adjournment of the houfe¢ and
revived on the fucceed

T
o

ing day, no member who has fpoken twice
on the day preceding {hall be permitted again to {peak without
icave,
- Every order, refolution or vote to which the concurrence of the
{enate (hall be nec effary, fhall be read to the houfe, and laid onthe
table, ona day p:r‘udin; that in which the fame (hall be
unlefs the houfe thall otherw ife exprefsly allow.
Petitions, memorials, and other papers addreffed to the houfe

moved,

fhall be prefented . through the fpeaker, or by a member in his
P ace, and fhall not be debated or decided on the day of their be-
ing firft read, unlefs where the houfe (hall direét otherwife; but

(hall lie on the table to be taken up in the

Any fifteen members ¢
be authorifed to compel the attendance of ablent members.
Upon calls of the houfe, or in takine

queltion, the names of the members (hall

order they .were read.
including the fpeaker if there is one) fhall

ayes and nocs on any
be called alphabetically.

THirDLY.
OF BILLS.
Every bill thall be introduced }

)y motion for h.n\.', or '.\\' an or-
der of t

he houfe on the re port of a committee, and in either cafe a
committee to prepare the fame thall be appointed. In cafes of a
re one days notice at leaft thall be sivén of the maotion
ina bill ; and every fuch motion m
Every bill (hall receive three fe

general natu
to bring be commiitted.
veral readir in the houfe

ous to its paflage ; ‘and all bills (hall be Lh('lh”\)i”'d in order a
were introduced lef

I)'(‘\ e
s they
d, unlels where the houfe fhall dire@ otherwife.
1

but no bill fhall be twice read on the lame day w

v out {pecial or-

der of the houfe,
he E+{d »a A a} ] $ 3 if
The firft reading of a bill Mall be for information, and if oppo-
{1t 134 € 1 1 O \ { 1 S } 1 l :
fitic .xvr?:. Mmade to 1t, the queftiou fhall be, *Shall the bill |
jected If no oppofition be made
negatived,

e re
< y or the queftion to rejeft it be
the bill fhall go to its fecond p
Upon the fecond re

eading without a queition

1 cading of a bill, the {peaker fhall ftate it as
TH’"‘v f"n“Y‘Lleﬂll'l tment or engrofiment, and if comm tted, then a
queliron fhall be

whether to a fele@ committee, or to
1€ whole houfe ; if to
heufe thall detern

be engrofled.

a committee
ol L

a commuittee of the whole houfe, the
on what day. But if the bill be ordered to
) A&y : 4

)€ cn the houfe fhall appoint the day when it fhall be
the ‘hird time. After

houfe, abill may be e
All bills ardered tQ

uind Land
i

read
comnmitment, and a report thercof to the
committed, or at any time before it

Le engrofed f(hall

s paflage.
be executed a far

e —

The ena&ting {1
nators and Repref
bled.”

When a bill fhall pafs it fhall /be certified by
the day of its pafling at the foot thereof.

No bill amended by the Senate fhall be committed.

FourTHLY.
OF COMMITTEES OF THE WHOLE HOUSE.

It thall be a ftandi
the houfe tg refolve
the ftate of the Union.

In forming a Committee of the whole Houfe, the Speaker fhall

yle of bills fhall be, “ Be it.ena

; i Ted by the Se.
ntatives of the United States

1 Congrefs aflem.

the clerk, noting
o

Order of thed 1y, throughout the {effion, for
to a Commattee of the whole houfe on

L

leave his chair, and a chairman to prefide in Committee thall be ap-
poianted.
Upon bills committed to a committee of .the whole houfe, the

bill (hall be firft read throughout by the clerk, and then again read
and debated by claufes, leaving the preamble to be laft confidered
the body of the bill fhall not be defaced or interlined; but all” a.
mendments, noting the page and line, fhall be duly entered by the
clerk on a feparate paper as the fame fhall be agreed to by the com-
mittee, and fo reported to the houfe, After report the bill (hal}
again be fubjeét to be debated and amended by claufes before a
queltion to engrofs it be taken. ~

All amendments made to an ori yinal motion in committee thall
be incorporated with the motion and fo reported
the whole fhall be noted and re ported as in the cafe of bills,

All queftions, whether in committee or in the houfe, fhall be
propounded in the order they were moved, except that in ﬁllmg
up the blanks the largeft fumand | ngelt day fhall be Arit put.

The rules of proceeding in the houfe fhall be i
mittee fo far as they may be applicable, exc ept th
times of {peaking.

All amendments made to a report committed to a committee of
3 €e ol

Extrat from the A](m'rm]:
JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1780.

THIS day the Galleries of the Hon. Houfe of Re.
prefentatives were openeéd. The members being
convened, the Hon. Chief Juftice MORRIS, of the
State of New-York, adminiftered to the Speaker
and Members of the Houfe, the Oath required by
the Conftitution of the United States.

Upon motion of the Hon. Mr. PaArRkER, of Vir-
ginia, the Houfe then refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole, to take the ftate of the Uni.
oninto confideration. This motion was agreed to,
and the Hon. Mr. Pack, of Virginia, took the
chair,

Mr. Mappisown, of Virginia, after a few intro-
ductory obfervations on the great fubjects of Fi-
nance, and the deficiencies of the federal Treafury,
fuggefted the neceflity of immediately adopting
fome meafures upon the fubject of National Re.
venne.  With this object in view, he produced a
Refolve, fpecifying certain articlesupon which an
Impoft was propofed to be laid. The plan was fi-
milar to that recommended by Congrefsin 1783—
and is as follows, viz.

[RESOLVED, as the apinion of this c
Duties ought to be levied on
tothe U,

On

ommiltee,

hat the followingy
goods, wares, and merchandize, imported 1=

of a dollar.

On all other Teas.
On 1‘.‘f‘/:r.
On Broun Sugar:
On Loaf Sugays.
On all other S uga
On Cocaa'and (
On allother art

and fw/'w e J/ mport

That there ought

per cent. on their value at the time

n which goods,

to be levied on all veffels

wares or merc »,,1'//,\/','/,’ be in 4

rted, the duties follow ngy
veffels built within the United
; thereof, at the rate of

On all veffels belonging whelly ¢
[" le ,/ \'r"[/’ //‘/ l’/"

], 4
States 17 bel. ngmng ur‘.‘.'““ 1L
States, and belonging

per toa
the fubjeds of pou
Red lreaties, or partly

i1zens of

cilizens
ers with whom the
to the fubjefls of fuch pouw-

)y] or in part to the fudjecls of
{ I J

"r/m//?«m' et the 7

neing w other pow-
Qs * i}
€rs, at the rate of

Mr.BoubpIina T,0f New jcr‘.l“,',:md Col. WHITE,
of Virginia, fpoke in favour of the Refolve, from
the neceflity of a temporary Syftemn’s being inme-
diarely adopted ; but as it ':m;.z:'cﬂmn’ai, that gens
tlemen had not come prepared. to difcufs the fub-
ject, an adjournmemt was called for, when the
Speaker, Tefaming the chair, the Houfe :djourncd_
till to-morrow.

il s s
THURsDAY, APRIL o, 178

The Houfe having again refolved itfelf into a
Committee. Mr. Pac e took the chair.

When Mr. Shermav, of Conhecticut, Pl’OPOfed
refuming the Refolve fubmitted to the Committee
yeiterday, by filling up the blanks. ¥

Mr. Goopnue fuggefted the propriety of again
reading the Refolve—which being done,

Mr. LAWRENCE, of New-York, obferved, that
the immediate neceflity of a publick Revenue, t0
anfwer the exigencies of the Union, was lmfvcr-
fally acknowledged, and the mode of raifing it by
Impoft was generally fuppofed to be the beft; but
that as the refolve, at prefent propofed, was dv
figned as a-temporary meafure ;. and it ljfil‘g
requifite that fome Syftem fhould be fpeedily a-’
dopted, fo asto embrace the advantages that woult
refult fromthe Spring importations, it aj peare’d to
him the moft eligible plan to adopt a general idea
with 're fpect to impoft, and lay a pr. centum,
ad valorum, onarticles indifcriminately, in prefer-
ence to fpecifying particulars at various rates. . .

~
).

Mr. Fitzsimons, of Pennfylvania, in nppoij.f.lﬂf1
to the Hon., Mr. Lawrency, replied, that afpect-
fication of certainarticles, with various ratesof Im-
poft affixed to each, had been found to be more
productive, eafier collected, and amore certainre-
venie, than apr.centum, affefledina g(’neral.w_ﬂy;l
that {o far from withing to abandon the origing

1

idea, he thonght it of fo much importance to be
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