had received, he had besn led to fuppofe that the
fentiments of that houfe perfecily correfponded
with the ideas of their conftituents, that to revive,
protect and encours: ge the commerce, nav igacion,
agriculture, and manufactures of the Union, we
among the great objectsfor which the Conftitution
had been adopred.—The filhery he obferved, was
one ofthe moft important among thofe objedts—

re
I'c

Gentlemen on all hands, realized this truth—Of

all the various branches of bufinefs carried on in
the United States, none perhaps had fuffered more
than the fitheries—fhut out from the Englith ports
entirely, and admirted into thofe of our allies up-
on fevere reftrictions, ‘this moit beneficial bufinefs
had rapidly declined—was daily growing worfe,
and if toaded with additional burthens would be
totally” deftroyed—this bufinefs employed'25,00c
tons of fhipping,anda £
though bnportant par: of
ry for feamen,
cy ofthe wifeft natic
els r:ade four fairs ar

average

it number of the poorer,
the community, and was

which it had bee: > poli
1s to cherifth and enconrage
inually, and took
upwards of*4c0,000 quintals of
ratelt part of the fith could be in
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to be acec ed for,

e the
revolution, when molafles pay 3

? To this Mr.
‘l"‘A"”“‘ to the

rum was ree

under a variety of ady e, i
drla‘..;l.,,'_ that the be arketrs v
cut oft—> r 1, Ouebeck,
Marts we we d from.—He ad:

l reafo why th 1]»':,':} it {tate ¢
bufine(s, ‘would bear no npariion
mer fituation, and then added, that

fent embarrafments, it wa be apprel
we might fhortly be deprived of the only market
left us for the principle part of ouy fith—as the
merchants at L’Ori ! reprefe
ment, that it would be for theinterelt of their co-
lonies {t their molafles in the Iflands, and

t ha

ted to govern

to diftill
that upon the ftrength of this idea, diftill houfes
were erecting in thofe Iflands.
that ('m'm'l':l}_;i\‘._gg the manufacture of country rum
would diminifh the revenue by
fumption of foreign {pirits—rto this Mr. Ames repli-
ed, that he wash: ppy to find that the Eon. Gentle-
man from Virginia, upon the ufe of brandy, fur-
nithed a full anfwer to this objedtion, and that was,
that although" brandy - had  paid no duty there,
and Tamaica fpirits an high one, yet the ufe of
brau.dy did not encreafe, and the importation bore
no proportion to Weft-India foir the truth was,
the confumption of that coun m was not fathi-
ynable, and therefore woulc be extenfive,
it was confidered as noxious—it » ive, and

—much had been faid

leflening the con-

it was difreputable ‘to ufe

; gyt iz A ; o ;
againit the ufe of fpiritous ligunors—Mr. Ames was
i {

in {entiment with thofe oppofed to their
tion—but at the prefernit moment, ntlemen did
fubject in a moral point

confump-

not mean to take up the
of view—revenue was the oreat object 1iow before

~

them, as refpected that, he conceis ed, the
duty on an ] 1ich would amount to a pro-
hibi 5 att the difagreeable confe-
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Ames

1 out, muflve impolit
] to confider the article of molafles
" life—neceflaries he defined, fuch
e found falutary, and enter into the
" all ranks, and
more eipec r of the poorer clafles of citizens —
Some kind « eetening was univerfally allowed
to be of thisdefcription—Molafies therefore from
its wholefome qualities, and its cheapnef:, was
very extenfively by the people of the
laud States—it was ufed not m erely as fugar, but
entered into their food in a variety of ways—and
astheir only {ubftitute for malt inthe making of
beer—the articles ufed ‘in brewing at the fouth

quyn-ﬁvq):»?nt :
next proceed
as

articles as ¢

1 11eceila
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ew-Eng-
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e as-a ve ,-In. as

e X
eaitern Stg

vddition to it, the S l'l;id
rtion upomn all other articles.

itions, Mr. Ames cone
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ored ed by this partial duty

_as it was an object of importance to encourage

exrenfive manufattures—as it could not pofiibly
{e to tax, heavily t
fo

the {yftem—he was i

yf the Houf

the neceflaries of 1if as this duty +as over-
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he fam of fix cents per gallon
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fhould be included in non enumerated articles.

Mr. SYLVESTER obferved, he thought that the
Houfe was ripe for a decifion-—gentlenien differed
{o widely, that he defpaired of 'getting better in-
formation—he was therefore in favor of, and
would propofe a medium duty to fave time.

Mr. Maprson ftill advocated the duty, and as
he {uppofed it a reafonable one, he wiihed that
it might now he, fixed, as gentlemen muil bes
{enfible that variations in the revenue laws would
be facrificing our beft friends—Mr. Madifon obfer-
ved, that the exports from Maflachufetts were not
one third fo much as thofe from Virginia, andithat
confequently her imports were proportionably
greater, and her burtfien of taxes enhanced : He
rurther obferved, that he confidered that the poo:
of one ftate was upon a par with thofe of another,

ind therefore could not {fee the propriety of any
difkinc¢tion’s being made.

Mr. Frrzsimo s was oppofed toany diminution.
[he duty, he obferved, would not fall on the ma-
nufacturer, but on the confumer of the article ; and
as more than 1ooooocogallons of rum would be expor-
ted,on which a drawback would be allowed, he could
not think the duty would fall fo heavy : He obfer-
ved, that the prefent tradé was greater than it was
before the war : That there could be no revenue
without raxing neceffaries : The tax on fifhermen
for thisarticle, would notbe more than 3-4th of a
dellar pr. annum ; and he conceived it was local
to oppofe it.

Mr. GoopRUE obferved, That the duty on Mo-
lafles had been pafled oyer, to give gentlemen time,
who expectedinformation onithe fubject from their
conftituents at the eaftward ; but the poft on Satur-
.l:iy had notbrought any difpatches on the l'ul)\;cu(,
He would. therefore, he obferved, endeavour to
givethe Houfe all the information upon the {ubjedt,
at prefent in his pofleflion : Molafles, Sir, is'the pro-
duction almoft altogether of the French Welt-India
and is purchafed chiefly for fifh and lum
I'he fith which is exchanged for it, is of fo
inferior a quality, by reafon of being caught and
cured in the hotteft of the feafon, that none but the

negrocs of thofe iflands can beinduced to make ufe

Hiands ;

l»;l.

Or 1L.
We are reftricted by the French from taking any
production in exchange for our cum::lufli:ics..vi'u;;s
thofe l{lands but this article, the rum made from
it, and fale. 1he only reafon for allowing us to
vend our fith there is, to take off their fuperfluous
articles—their policy having prohibited the impor-
tion of molafles and rum into the mother count k.
left it thould interfere with their wines and bran-
From thefe fadts, it is evident, that the
filhery refts on the molafles bufinefs. I hey ftand,
or fall together
But, Mr. Speaker, molafles is a neceflary of life,
when ufed in fubftance, particularly fo to the poor-
er clafs of the people in the eaftern States, who
ufe it inftead of fugar : ‘the duty of 6 cents is 30
pr. cent. on its value—equal to the duty on rum,
and double to that on fugar : even luxuries are
not taxed fo high. Maflachufetts infports 30000e0
wallons of ‘inolafles, annually, which at 6 cents,
would be 180000 dollars ; more than Pennf{ylvania
pays on rum and {ugar together. ‘Lhis article has
never been rated high by any of the ftatés: a plain
proof that the fenfe of the people is not in favour
of fo exorbitant a duty. We ought to be circum.
l'p‘g ¢t in the bufinefs before us ; nor give juft caufe
of uneafinefs to our conftituents; efpecially at the
commencement of the Conftitution it

wounl

e
alcs :

: for though I

| not venture to fay, that Maflachufetts would
not be as quiefcent and fubmiffive to ev ery meafure
of Congrefs, as any ftate in the union, yet I muft
fay, that they will confider thisduty, or any thing
near it, as injurious to their trade, fifheries and
manufactures, and contrary to. the principles of
juftic r national policy. It has been faid, that
Maflachufetts ought not to coinplain, as the amount
of her imports are not more than one third the a
mount of thofe in Virginia ; but the gentleman
has brought no evidence to prove it : I can fay
Sir, and I believe upon good grounds, that {he im:
ports quite as much. ‘1 his duty is compared to the
duty on thoes, and candles ; but Sir, one cargo of
molaffes would pay as much at 6 cents duty, as the
whole quantity of candles probably imported into
Virginia ina year. I beg leave to add one niore
O‘““,C'.\ ation—it is, that the Britith Parliament jn-
pofed, at'one Limc., 3 pence fterl. a gallon on mo-
1;151;-«‘ —Not one farthing of duty was collected,
while it continued fo high, fo odious was it to all
}udﬁ' of people ; and they were compelled to lower
it to 1 penny.—I hope we fhalllearn wifdom from
the example.

Mr. GirrY obferved, that he was in favor of a
revenue by impoit, except on neceflaries, and raw
matei ials, becaufe on all other articles it may be
confidered as a voluntary :

’

7

: tax, for the perfon who
was finally to pay it, had it in his power to avoid
the tax, by not confuming the articles dutied ; but
‘ At 11 ‘then
.:>.n\] on ((].;1.119»*(‘(-,‘ as the 1mporter muft advance
> duty, and that being ufually raifed from fome
f the dutied articles, would oblige him to force a
e to alofs: Tt muft alfi be admi d 14
aie to alofs;: Itmuitalfo be admitted,that he would
s Iy 1 . >
e fubje to bad debts, and that the impofts there-
» 1S ot . > % r
on would be his lofs. "It was theréfore neceflary

to be judicious in choofing’the articles, and jn de-
terminin

it muit be admitted, that inpoits were bu

oo th 1 PrRPass - . .
1g the quantity of nni)oﬁ’ for it might

otherwife deftroy the “ource of this reveng
precautien he thought had not been
tying molafles :

Lo Ti
taken :"d
The trade itfelf v.as in M Y

. affachy
ietts at a low ebb, and could hardly Be & vm,.h';
" e gt

Should a duty of 6 cents pr. gallon be now |
a cargo and outfits, of 1oocl. lawful, which
procure about 22,000 gallons of molafies waiy

. . A y f
pay 3961. duties, being nearly 40 . cent on t
c.apiml : In addition to the premium ofinﬁ”am
and failors wages, w h?(lx muik .xlways he Paido£
the arrival of the veflel, the merchant muft

C"itd
Vn'()u]ﬁ

: . : Toys
raife money to pay the impoft, which would grea{’
ly diftrefs him in the prefent {cartity of fpecie

infer on him a confiderable lofs, and diftour
thetrade: and the evil would not tcrlnilmtehe;ft
for a large quantity of this article was confiimy
by the poor of the feaports, Who to fubfif i,
felves and their families, were under the necy
of qualifying with it their indian meal, and othe
;utu'l‘c-s, not bc}ng :?hlc to procure ?‘.om‘ ormey§
and they ufed it with water, and in thejr beg,
which being generally madé of {pruce, or]mp:' ;
would be otherwife too unpalatable for ufe. Ty
were no breweries, hefaid, in that part of the g,
tinent ; and this he confidered asa misfortune,b!,"
by nomeans a {ufficient reafon for thus taxing 4
poor. If a propofition fhould be made for ]15\
a duty on the ordinary beer ufed by the poo‘r |
other States ; or if beet'and pork could not be p;,;
cured among ourfelvesin fuflicient quantitias, g
it fhould be propofed to lay an impoft on thefpy
ticles, would not gentlemen, from all quarters, o
fiderit as oppreilive—furely they would—and;
muft be fo confidered in the prefént cafe—forp,
lafles was a neceflary ingredient of the food g
drink of the pooreft pecple of fome of the Trates, &
and the loading this article with fo high aduy
would fo raife its price, as to leflen the 'coz‘.fum;}'
tion, and thus be an additional difcouragement)
the trade ; but the evil would be fiill mere exte.
five. The diftillers now purchafed molailes int
Eaftern {tates, free of duty, and an impoft of |
gallon, would raife it 30 pr. ceit, a
render it neceflary for diftillers to have capite}
proporrionably larger, or to manufacture lefs mn
1 his circumftance, and the decifion of the Hout
on rum exported, vl
leflen the demand of molafles for diftilling, ad
prove a further difcouragement to the trade: tn:

34
ingd

CCIlts p)'.

not.to allow a debenture

it is that rum is injurim;; to our citizens, buttk
eftablifhment of diftilleries, as well as the impo:
tation of rum, has hacd the fanétion of our lav !
and therefore the diftillers aie not chargek

with the evil. If it is neceflary at once to deftry
thefe manufactories, the proprietors oughtinju
tice to be reimburfed the coft thereof by the pub.
lic ; butif the article is ftill to be in ufe amongt
us, thould not good policy induce us to give apre.
ferrence to our own manufactures ? I# muft the
be evident this duty, by difcouraging, will greu-
ly leflen the molafles. trade, and with it the d
mand for fith, which is exported for the purchile
of that article. The fithery is already diftrele
by the reltri¢tions and impofitions of the nations
who are endeavoring to rival us, and who aply
as a bounty on their own fith, the duties impofed
on ours ; and if the demand fhould ceafe fora con-
fiderable part of our fith, which canonly be carried
to the Weft-India markets : This importambmﬁi
can no longer be fupported : This duty moreow
would take from every fitherman, who wilhh}i
family, will confume abour 30 gallons of molafls
a year, about two dollars, which will in effectop
erate as a poll tax: Already have propofitionsbet
made to fome of our merchants in that branch,t
remove to Nova Scotia—and f{uch difcouragemen
would promote the emigration of qur fifhermen
The lofs ofthe fithery would extend itf’e!f[th&}%v
building, there being at leaft 27,000 tons of fif
ping employed in taking, and half as muchmot
in carrying to market that article : The fhip-bult
ers therefore, and the numerous mechanics dqp?ﬂj
dent on fhipping, would be immediately affect
by this duty; and it weuld extend itfelf throuft
the whole'fyftem of the eaftern commerce: The
inequality of this duty is evident by comparil
with the impoft on !".;g;u', which is only one 1‘,,
of its value, whil?: that on molafles is one rlnf“.,
and'fugar is a luxury, whilft molafles is not. *
the full force of thefe objections fhould not be o
mitted, no one candeny, that there will bei# w
in adopting /the meafure propofed : And are ‘.‘f
not hazarding the difaffection of the numerosi
tizens concerned in the molafles trade, fifhery,®
tilleries and fhip-building, who warmly advoeit®
and expected benefit from the c01aiiirli{i“1’; ?‘-h,‘,;
the impoft propofed will defeat itf‘clf‘,‘hlr'el_\’ 1”‘;“
never be good policy to lay the duty fo _h’g.h’?s.
exceed the rifk of finuggling. If the rifk 18 1}",
cent. and the duty 40 pr. cent. there can b.ﬁﬂ:
doubt that the merchant will ﬁnlwgf,‘;h'fhe.”w]? ie ‘
more efpecially as he will con(‘;ch‘l‘113'1‘{&150??1;
fed, and will be compelled todo this, or t@ gl‘e'i'\‘i'
officers, U

the trade ; and if we multiply revenue plet
they eat up the revenue, they will not bet ~[if
prevent the meafure : It muitappear r}]@:}l,lllﬂe“f
in lieu of this high duty, we impofea “’f’“erirf«,}
cife on rum, or afinall impoft*on 1“0]*‘“‘)5’“; o
not only avoid the injuries which will other® C,,ﬁ
tend to ouy commerce,but fhall alfo great]_:v'm““” ’
the revenue itfelf: He therefore moved !
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