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AMERICAN ESSAYS.”
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A LETTER, addreffed to the Juftlycelebrated and humane Dr. JOHN
t'l()ﬁ/;il\’_’l, of Great-Britain, with the
STORY of HONESTUS azd CONSTANTIA .
WorTHY Sir,
THE pure, liberal, an

lanthropic motives, that excited you
to quit your tr nquil retreat, ind to travel lmrn‘r;,'l torcign coun-

tr ive jultly diftinguifhed you, as the Friend, or rather guar-
ngel of mankind : With a well-grounded confidence you

rave bid defiance to cvery fpecies of contagion, and calmly con-

f ed Death, jn every hornd form, to explore the dreary I

tacles of mif man, to pour the healing balm of ¢

1to his ulcered wounds : You have with more thar

labor, patience, and fortitud , devoted your tume, endeave 1

interedt, to tl lorious caufe of Humanity : You have traced and

deplored infernal paths, that mark the wanton power of ty-

I I ve wept over the helplefs vi&tims of fuperitition

pp : You have {een virtue in chau nd vice trium-

It is your peculiar glory to have pailec zaudy Palaces
hneglett; and to have foug t the dwellings of diftrels, with
he god- irpofes ol cor ton and relief : You have foared
ve hi 1 gl iitrated {fome of the bright:{t ema-
nations oft ; and, ‘1.:]7}‘.!_\' for mankind, you are

arned to your na untry,

101€ Tt tive
ELF-APPROBATION, and

fill preferv

W ¥

the fin And now, moft worthy

S atulate yeu on your fafe return,

and t ICTURE, TAKEN FROMREAL

LIFE LONDON ; | ver monitrous, and (hocking to human-

1y, the teatures may appear, be affure 1 they belong to your own
otry ; where, I have reafon to think, from my own obferva-

id th

moft authentic informatio you may find an am-

‘which led you at the
mto iforea m dungeons : \ S ”i '7r'
pafll wbound in"England ; In
abodes ot mifery in London, you will poilit ind

le field for the exercife of all thofe virtues,
and life,

vreflion, and other objects of cor

rifk of liberty

lome of the

ud
ipecies of oppreflion and torture, unknown in any other coun-
AN HAST-

try, however ablolute, and fuch as might almoft make

INGS bl for the depravity of mankind.

Bribery, corruption and oppreflion, have been fuffered to tak
large firides inthe Britifh dominions; they have contaminated the
ftrcams, and if not fpeedily checked,will potifon the fource of that

national Juftice, Gen manity,

fol

Q}

and. Laberty, which have

7 been the be

Id your fympathetic heart prompt you to analyze t} 10

dern_epgines of cr ¥y THE PRIVATE MAD-HOUSES in
London, and its vicinity, let no pretences of the callous keepers,
however plaufible, induce you to pals by thofe gloemy chambers,
where the wr hed nh tan re _buried from the hght of
friends, and light of day : Thofe INFERNAL CELLS are {aid to
be new-invented {ubftitutes for the grave; where the wealthy pa-
r relatio s intombed alive, to gratify a rav s

who could no longer brook the tardinefs of Death

Sit! who have in it the buhinefs of your life to feck t
ot dmn\ 1“!!'&1, will, I !u:n'_ pardon my ircedom, 1n pre-

1 dittate, or direét your enquiries, when I afTure you,

that I am atuated folely b) thofe humane motives, that

and direét all your at:
With the higheft efteem, and admiration, of your many fignal

virtues, and cxalted charaéter
s

iniucnce

reat refpet,
thy Sir,

Iam, wit

L humble, and moft obedient Servant,

Ax AMERTICAN.
us and Conftantia in our next.)

FROCEEDINGS of CONGRESS.

dn the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES.

[Subftance of Friday’s Debate, on the motion fir an-
nexing to the Impoft Bill a claufe, limiting its du-
ration.] —_—

Fripavy, May 15, 1789.

Mr. Maprson obferved, that it was incompati-
ble with the fpirit of the Conftitution and the
principles of republicanifm, to pafs arevenue law
unlimitted in its duration; efpecially when the
objects for whichthe income was intended were
not defined, and from the circumitances of the
Umnion, appropriations could not be conveniently
made—rhat it would juftly alarm the apprehen-
fions of the people, thould Congrefs pafs a law
which might exift perpetually for raifing  taxes,
fubject to the adventitions controul and direction
of future adminiftrations,without appropriations,
and which might be continued after the oftenfi-
ble motives for their aflefinent fhould ceafe :—
Thatthe Floufé of Reprefentatives was vefted with
the fole power of originally applying to the pock-
ets of the people—that on the reraining this
power, inviolate, (lcpcndfd their moft eflential
rights—that on this u'f';o'ul‘.:]nin(ip;l”y, the de
mocratic branch of the Legflature confifted of
the greater number, chofen for
than the other, and confequentl

a thorter period
reverted more

frequently to the mafs of the citizens—that if
there 'was no limitation fpecified, however op-
preflive and unequal the operation of  the law,
It mig 1

t become perpetual, for it would not be
er of the re
> o D
pi .

prefentatives to effect an
refident, with one third
of the Senate, atany time might preventa repeal
or alteration of the act—this would render the
§ 1s. {fo far independent of the people-—and
ightbecome a convenience in the hands of
fome future adminiftration, for the purpofes of
oppreffion. That the aét in its prefent form, had
been complained of as imperfect—that experi
ence alone could afcertain its intrinfic qualities,
and that experience might forcibly fuggeft the
neceflity and importance of alterations, and
amendments—but without this claufe it may ne-
ver. be.in the power of the Houfe to remedy any
defects—and the people would be divefted of one
of th#ir deareft and moft eflential rights, of
which the Houfe of Reprefentatives were the
only fafe and adequate guardians.

dr. AMES'in reply, - faid—to judge rightly we
muft confider the reafons forthe propofed amend-
with attention,

ne

nment

[eiped

It is faid, the money which the impoft will
produce isnot appropriated. Are gentlemen a-
traid, that no appropriation will be made, or
that it will be iju]n'operly made ! If ‘thcy are,
it will be a reafon for delaying the paflage of the
bill ; but will not furnith any for limiting: its
duration—If they are not afraid of this, as he
trufted was the cafe, why urge the objection ?

It is faid, the act is impertect : Then let us
revife and amend it: A bill which fhall pafs
with acknowledged errors, will be agreat evilin
the period to which it is propofed to confine it.
A perpetual law is faid to be needlefs, becanfe the
occafion will not laft fo long. He thought the
public would always have occafion {ora revenue,
and thinking of the high duties as he did, he
believed the revenue would fall {hort ; and if
the act was to laft until the money raifed by it
fhould pay the public debt, it might as well be
made perpetual.

But let us attend to fubftance miore than found ;
WVhat is meant by temporary and perj _)LUHI‘.}
No law is really perpetual : A temporary act is
made pro hac vice, or by way of experiment : If
the act is bad, feveral years is too Iong to fuffer
it to laft.

Three different periods have been propofed
for its duration : One year—feveral years, and
until the public debts fhall be paid.

One year may be proper for an cxperiment 3
but is it no evil to go over this ground again ? Is
itdefirable or fafe o revive the topics of diftinct
interefts, and partial politics oncea year ! Will
it not feflion and augment our ex-

ited to feveral years, will it
be poflible tore-loan the foreign debt on the cre-
dit of fuch precarious funds? Other nations have
mortgaged their taxes for their debts. A part
of our foreigndebt muft be provided for ; With
a permanent revenue, itis probable it might be
re-loaned at a reduced intereft. 'The fame ad-
vantage might be expected in providing for the
other debts ; could this government fecure the
creditor on good ground with a fund which a
few years might annihilate ? He confidered the
advantage of credit : It had made Britain pow-
erful and rich : A d=fpotifm could not have it,
nor could apure :ic:nocraf_‘,'—bnr awife républican
government ought to have and might have it—
and how? An aé ‘not limited fhould be in force
until repealed : The revenues, if pledged,

A‘ otract our
If it is-1

lell s
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injuftice and fraud, to which the two Houfes muft
aflent, and the Prefident would have his voice :
It was three to one, therefore, that it would not
happen, and the crediformight truft this govern.
mentas fafely asany inthe world; But an a&
which would expire of itfelf afforded lefs ground
of confidence; for it wds a mere neglect or omif-
fion of an a¢t, for whichthe tenth part of the ob-
jections made againft this bill would furnifh a
pretext : The mere difagreement of the houfes
would prevent it ; and thofe who had feen how
difficult it was to procurethe aflent of Houfe
to the bill, would not be fanguine that another
thould pafs at a future period: Had we not {uf-
fered from this caufe feverely already ? It is
afked, fhall we part with the power ? If the ac
is limited, in factthe power is limited—and it is
the power tofave the public honor and publick
money that is limited s We'are advifed to hold
the purfe ftrings carefully, and fo we ought: But
whofe money do we hold ? We are told that fo-
reigners will feize our fhips for their debts ; and
if the money is due to them, why fhould we hold
it # What honeft reafon can we have for with-
holding it ? Limiting the act will carry diftruft
in the face of a:—and we thall be obliged to pay
for that diftruft, as the act may be repealed or
amended, as experience may direc¢t, there feems
to be no good reafon for limiting its exiftence—
He was againft all temporary expedients, and
wifbed to make the act commenfurate with the
public necetlity, which called for ir.

Myr. PacE obferved, that he thought it incon-
fiftent, that gentlemen, who had vnpr_mfcd the
bill in every l‘t;l;"; of its progrefs throuoh the
Houfe, fhould now be ftrenuous for its 'hciﬂ;_g per-
petual—for his part he had his doubts, as to the
eligibility of fome articles, and for that reafon,
there ought to be a limitted period to its exift-
ence—he was for a fair experiment of the bill
however, as it did not appear that greater har-
mony of fentiment was attainable at prefent—
but if in the operation it thould be found pernici-
ous, he could not conceive the propriety of put-
ting it out of the power of the Houfé to correct
the evils it may produce.

Mr. AMEs replied, that the amendment mov-
ed for was he believed totally unexpected to al-
moft every gentlemen in the Houfe—for his part
he had always fuppofed that the fyftem was to
have been permanent, and commenfurate to the
object—upon this principle he had combated
thofe parts of the bill with fome degree of ener-
gy which he cenceived unfavorable—becaufe he
withed to make the bill as faultlefs as poflible,
confidering its indefinite exiftence as the narural
refultof a defire to make adequate provifion for
the public exigencies, and fupport for the go-
vernment.

« ‘1//?’/ ourne «SIA

could not be taken away, but by a pofitive act of

SATURDAY
SDATURDAY,

Mr. SeNEY prefented
of the State of Maryland, offering to Congrefs |
the exclufive jurifdiction of ten miles fquare, j,
any part of that State, for the permanent feat of
the Federal Government.

Mr.s SyLvesTer prefented a petition of Do.
NALD CAMPBELL, praying a reimburfement of
monies expended by him on account of the Uni.
ted States, during the late war.

Mr. AMES 1)1(“,‘('(1({‘(1_ a .pc[i.tion fl'()ﬂl Jony
FEnNo, foliciting the primt ing in the Gazerte of
the United States, the acts, refolurions, &c.of the

Mavy 16.

an act of the legiflatyye

>

I'he confideration of Mr. MaDisoN’s amend.

ment to the 1mpoit bill, was then refumed—it Le.
ing intimated that the v and NAYS would
be called for—an animated debate {

which the fubftance of
was recapitulated,
added. Infupport«
that the efta
pended upon a reg
honeft policy, :
ment—that we oug

efterday’s o

iy new fent
unendment )
the public credic de.
sermanent fyftem of
virtue of the govern.
o fuppofe that a furure
legiflature would be lefs virtuous than the pre-
fent—that it was but juft to fuppofe that there
will glways exiit a difpofition in the Federal Le.
giflature, to do juftice ; and if this thonld be the
cafe, public credit will a vs be citablifhed in
whatever manner funds might be provided, and
that no afligned peried or any act without limi-
m, would effect this object withont this dift
potilidn.—'l‘h:lr it would not be wife to put too
much power in the hands of the Senate, as'the
time for whichthey were elected, renderedthem
almoft independent of the people. :
It was further obferved, thatthe nationaldeb:
was already placed onas {olid principles, as'ale-
giflative act could eftablifh it—that it was in faé
better founded thuan that of any other country;
forit had been made partof the national compad;
that the general character ofa people, and notits
particular legiflative acts were the objedts of at-
tentipn to foreign credirors—That nothing conld
juftify an immutable Iaw, but extraordinary cit-
cumfitances,—Circumftances which would render
fuch a law always eéqually neceffary—that every
act of a perpetual nature, narrowed the power
of the Honfe, and transferred it to the execu.

Wl thme
pliiamen

1

ca

tive and a minority of the Senate.

Omntheother hand it was contended, that mere-
ly not afligning a limited period fo 2n a&, dd
not neceflarily make it perpetual—that in order
to this an exprefs declaration to thar effect, was
requifite—that every a& muft be deficient in pro-
portion as it fell fhort of being commenfurate to
its obje¢t—that the public credit could be efta-
blithed only by providing funds which inall
events, thould be fully {uflicient to aniwer the
demands of the public creditors—thattemporary
{yftems, dependant upon ‘the breach of 'an Af-
fembly, could not be confidered in this point of
light—that this claufe would defeat all the falu-
tary effects defigned by the fyftem.—That not-
withftanding allufions had been frequently made
to the Britifh parliamentary proceedings, " yet
it was conceived that no precedents of a limited
revenue law could be produced—thar it would
be transferring the imbecility of the old confe-
deration to the new fyftem—that if we wifh to
have the evidences of our public debt of any va-
lue, it is our duty to eftablith a permanent ade-
quate provifion—thatit was neceflary in this way,
to give evidence of our difpofition and ability to
pay our debts—that foreigners would be fernpu-
loufly attentive to our public aéts, and draw their
conclufions accordinely—that natives and fo-
reigners had fufféered Tufficientlv by ' their confi-
dence, and we ought to ﬂmpof{: that they would
be more cautious for the furureé—that it could
not rationally be expected that a temporary fyf-
tem would infpire a refpect and confidence in the
government, or give it ihe neceflary energy and
confeq ence among the people.

1 he motion was then varied by My: MADIsoN,
but after fome further obfervarion, the original
amendment was put, and carried in-the affirm-
ative ; and the veas and nays entered on the
Journals-as follow. For the motion,

Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Benfon, My. Bland, Mr. Burke, -Mr. Carroll

M. Coles, Mr. Cq wtee, Mr. Fitzfimons, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Gale, Mr.
Gerry, M. Mr. Good Mr. Griffin, -Mr. Grout, Mt
Hathorn, Mr. F r, Mr. Hu : Mr.  Fachfon, Mr. L,
Mr. Leona d, Mr. Liz Mr. Mo. re, Mr. Mulk-
lenburgh, Mr. Page. idge, Mr. Renffellacr,
y Mr. Scott, ; Smith, South Ca-

Mr. Sturges Trur ' Mr. Tuckery

» Mr. Wadfworth, Mr. , Mr./
Againft the motion, 3
» Mr. Cadwalader, Mr.Clymer, Mr. Law-
rence, Mr. Sherman; Mr. Sinni fon, Mr. Thatcher.”

s 41

Noes 8

Mr. Ames, Mr. Boud

Soudin

Majority 29

The claufe for limi!rmiu‘;{' being annexedtothe
bill, it was agreed that it thould cLunrinuc and be
in force from the 15th of June next, till the firft
of June 1796. The bill then pafled the Houfe,
and was fent to the Senate for their concurrence.
Thcﬁ Houfe agreed to take up the reportof the
committee on thememorial of Dr. Ramsay, on
Thur{day next.

Mr. Hathorn had leave of abfence for a few days:
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