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, to gratify every c al, and
It degradescivilization beneath
the nfoft barbarous Hordes.

Painon :

ife, and redrefs yonr brethren’s wrongs
iject, bafe, depenerace Britons.

‘The gholls of murdered thoufands, conjure you,
ro break thofe hell-forged prifon barrs, tlat thut

; £1

) ye

on the innoc ‘nt, tweet I)npc) and mercy ;—

ock the infernal dores that tmpioufly divide whom
b joined ;—and hear, O ]ln::u", the Children’s
‘—Come forth, ye injured, pallid fhades of
men ! ye, who have lingered out an age of tor-
ment !"lay bare your cruel wounds, and make
your country, and even THurrow* blufh ! your

<ries

ftories will unfold, that all the miferies
1 Prifoners fuffer, make but a flender portion

of the pungent woes that Prifons breed,
Y NI Wk 3 Innocence
I Hell, who torture Innocence,

Ye miniiters
ind {port'with ruin! Go liquidate your black ac-

connts with Heaven ! There fis ETERNAL JUS-
TICE, the Balance in his Hand, weighing with
equal fcales, DEBTOR AND CREDITOR, our

NAKED MOTIVES! there, they ftand recorded
by unerring wifdom ! there, the OPPRESSOR
meets the AVENGING GOD ! there, MELTING

MERCY meets it’s or RD! and there,
the INJURED ever & 5 E. C.
o1
d 1e Lord [ ( r of Creat-Br ho has

rmly oppoled ever motion tort

of PROCEEDINGS f CONGRESS.
In the, MOUSE of REBRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES.

<

SKETCH
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Tuefday’s Debate onthe Py cl“o/.‘/.«'(:z: of arranging the

Executive Departmen

Tuvespay, May 19, 1789.

Mr. BovptnoT, who gprened the bufinefs as
mentioned in our laft, made many obfervations
upon. the important fubject of finance ; and
adverting to the prefent ftate of the funds,
thewed the neceflity of appointing an officer, or
{ecretary for that department : After the com-
mittee had proceeded fo far as to adopt the idea
of three departments, agreeably to the refolution
introduced by Mr. Mapison, the laft claufe in
the preamble of which, fubjected the head of
each department to removal at the pleafure of
THE PRESIDENT, this occafioned a debate. It
was urged in objection to the claufe, that it was
unconfititutional, for it fubjected an officer to lofe
his appointment without forfeiting it, or having
any reafon afligned : That giving the power to
Trne PrestpEnrt without controul, rendered
nugatory the article providing for im peachments :
That it woulddelegate a dangerous authority to
the fupreme magiitrare, and make him abfolute :
Thatit ought to be the fame power that difplaces
from, which appoints to, an office : That no
fuch power was {pecified in the conftitution, on
the contrary' the powers of The Prefident be-
ing therein defined, without defignating that pro
poled, it was .prefumed, that this power could
be lodged with fafety only in thofe hands where
the condtitution had placed it, viz. Tue Presi-
peNT by and with the advice of the Senate : It
was called a morarchical fyftem, and would
enable The Prefident to effec arbicrarily, a
change of miniftry. Many other obfervations
were made by feveral gentlemen who fpake on
this fide of the queftion. In anfwer, it was faid,
that the mode of impeachment for. crimes, by
the Senate, had fpecial referrence to certain offi-
cers of government, the Judges: That to fup-
pofeit extended to all, indifcriminately, was ab-
furd; this would (,'nhgc the Senate to be always
fitting’; this objection proved too much—as
even waiters and inferior officers could not be
removed on this principle-: | he claufe it was ur-
ged, would create that juft refponfibility in TrE
PRESIDN and all under him, which never
could be foundin bodies of men : This re{pon-
fibility would be mutual ; The Prefident would
feel refponfible for the fidelity of thofe appointed
by him, and. they would feel refponfible to him,
and to the public : This refponfibility was of the
utmoft importance—it was expected by the people ;
and by concentering in one, this accountability for
the faith:ful difcharge of the duties of the fubor-
dinate departments, of the executive, it wasthe?
dictate of reafon and experience, rhat the per-
ton thaus refponfible fhould have the appointment
of the officers, on whofe conduct the honor and
{afety of the government and the reputation of

T'ne PrEsiDenT were fufpended.

T,

WEDNEsSDAY, May 20.

nO

M. G DHUE gave notice, that on Fi i\!:zj next

he fhould movefor a committee of the whole
Houfe to determine the refpective
their public fervices, to be made The Prefident,
Vice Prefident, Senators and Reprefeniatives of
the United States
In commi

the chair
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the whole, Mr. TRuMBULL in

fubjedt of the three great de-
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The ¢ tion on the fecond article of Mr. Ma-
PISO folution refpecting a ‘¢ Secretary of
] res {or treafury department” occa-

e ~
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In oppolition to the

lirection

fioned an interefting debate :
idea of giving an individual the abfolute
of the finances, it was obferved, that the powers
and duties propofed to be annexed te this appoint-
ment, were fo numerous and complicated, that
there was not a man to be found in the United
States competent to their difcharge : That the
danger from corrupton and undue influence was
greater from one man in {fo important an office,
than if the power was divided equally betweena
number, who would be mutual checks to each
other ; that it would be unconftitutional,as it would
fupercedein a great meafare the interference of
the Senate, who were appomted a council to ad

vife The Prefident in the execution of the govern-
ment—;for the creation of a finanecier, with all
the pomp and powers of office, would be the efta-
blifnment of what might be called a miniftry ;—
that experience had taught us, that the appoint-
ment of fuch an officer would netmeet the 1deas of
the people, and nofuch officer had been created
in the individual governments.

‘Fhefe obfervations were followed by amotion,
" an amendment, by ftriking out ¢ Secretary
for the treafury department,’’ and fubftituting
a claufe, providing for the appointing a hoard of
commiflioners.

On the other fide of the fubject, it was faid,
that the fuperiority of an individual, poflefling
competent abilities to conduct this department,
over anumber of commiffioners was demonftrated,
by the experience of the public; that there was
a radical deficiency in the very nature of boards
and commifiioners produdtive of perpetual ob-
{ftructions in their tranfactions, deftruétive of har-
mony,and that decifion and difpatch,which are the
foul of public bufinefs; that this was confirmed
by aretrofpect of the late Financier’s energy and
{pirir, contrafted with the operation of boards and
committees : Under the direction of that man,
public bufinefs had been conducted upon enlar-
ged principles, and with a fimplicity and promp-
titude, that had faved our finances from deftruc-
tion, and given a new face to our affairs : Immenfe
favings were made in every department, and or-
der reftored where before confufion and diftrac-
tion prevailed : Under Commiflioners, the finan-
ces had been in a ftate of darknefs ; uncertainty
and indecifion marked their tranfactions: We
have realized perplexiry and delays neceffarily at-
tendant on thefe inefficient fyftems; the idea of
refponfibility is weakened by them, till it lofes its
influence intrely. The queftion on the amend-
ment was negatived by a large majority.

It was then moved, that a claufe fhould be
added, inftituting a board of treafury under the
Juperintendence ‘of the financier.

This motion was put and loft.

The queftion, whether this officer fhould be
removable by The Prefident, pafied in the affirm-
ative.

The third article, providing for the eftablifh-
ment of a Secretary of the United States for the
war department, removeable by The Prefident,
was alfo voted in the affirmative.

Mr. ViniNG then propofed the uddition of a
fourthdepartment: The Secretary of the United
States for the domeftic department : He enforced
the propofition by a number of obfervations, up-
on the expediency,importance and abfolute necef.
fity of {fuch an eftabiifhment.

[he creation of thisdepartment was objected
to for the prefent ; as the various objeéts which
it was defigned to take up, might come with pro-
priety within the departments already voted ; but
if another fhould be found neceflary, it could
be ef*ablifhed at any time.

The committee rofe without coming to a vote
upon the propofition—when the Houfe adjourned.
THURSDAY, May 21.

Refolved, that the Houfe mnow refume the
confideration of the three great departments,
when it was moved, that the words ¢ toaid The
Prefident in the difcharge of his important truft”
be ftruck out, which pafled in the affirmative ;
the word ‘¢ Executive’’ wa$ then added after the
word fubordinare. o

Mr. ViNING propofed, that the Houfe fhould
then refolveitfelfinto a committee of the whole,to
take into confideration the expediency of efta-
blifhing a fourth department,

The rifing of the Houfe to forminto 2 commit -
tee upon this propofition was oppofed, and after
fome converfation Mr, VininG confented to fuf
pend his motion.

It was then moved, that a committee {hould
be appointed to bring in a bill, or bills, purfu-
ant to the refolution for inftituting the three fu-
bordinate executive departments.—Voted in the
aftirmative.

oted, that this committee confift of eleven—

the ballots being taken, the t‘ul]n\\'ing oen-

v
and

tlemen were elected, viz. Mr. Barowin, Mr.

Mapison, Mr. Fitzstmons, Mr. Burk: , Mr,

GiRRY, Mr. NSON, Mr. LivermoRrg, Mr.
R

d)SWORTH, Mr. CADWALLADER, Mr. ViNIN G
and Mr, Bouprnor.

The committee of eletions, to whom were re-
ferved the feveral petitions from the citizens of
New-Jerfey, refpecting the election in that State
for Répl'ch‘ntuli\(”& in Congrefs, reported, that

2

a ~ommittee thould be appointed, with authority

to Licar evidence on the fubjéé of thofe petitions -
that a day thould be appointed on whicl this coin.
mittee fhould {it for the above purpofe 5 and g
the Speaker fhould be requelted to tranfmit
copy of this refolution to the Governor of Nety.
Jerley, with a requeft that he would cauf- the
iame to be publithed in the feveral “CWi‘PaPcrs
within that State.

1 he order of the day was then called for to
take up the memorial of David Ramfay, re
ing the electicn of Wivritam SMitTH.

On which Mr. ViNisc moved to poifipone the
order of the day, and to go into commitree for
the purpofe of determining whether a depan.
nent for domeftic affairs thould be eftablifhed.

The queftion on this motion being pur was
‘1\71.(.

['he Houfe then proceeded on the petition of
Dr. Ramiay, to examine the vouchers and evi-
dence of the fadts alledged by both parties, and
having gade fome prog i
—Adjourned.

fpeét:

srefs in this examination

Fripay, May 22.

The Houfe this day refumed the confideration
of the report of the committee on Dr. Ramfay's
petition, refpecting Mr. Smith’s election,

Mr. Lawrance propofed, that ,the report
thould be re-commniitted, and the committee in.
{tructed to report aftate of facts to the Houfe,
that a more competent idea may be formed pre-
vious to a decifion,

Mr. LivErmoR e objected to a re-commitment;
the facts being different, it was probable tha
quite different {entiments would be formed upon
them—He thought that it would be preferableto
have the whole ftate of the evidence laid before
the Houfe, and confidering themielves in their
proper character upon  this occafion, that of
Judges, they might form an eopinion upon the
amount of the various faéts, in which they
might be more unanimous than upon the plan
propofed by the motion.

Mr. BoupinNoT was in favour of a re-commit-
ment, as he conceived it of the greateft impor-
tance that full juftice fhould be done to the fub-
ject, by a very full and complete invettigation;
it might fave future trouble; it would be efta-
blifhing an important precedent, in which the
greateft precifion fhould be attended to.

Mr. Tuatcrerdid not fee the propriety of
the motion—He obferved, that to empower a
comimittee to form a ftate of facts, on which the
Houfe was to found their judgment, would be
fubftituting the tommittee’s opinion, upon 2
very important fubject, inftead of that of the
Houfe: The Houfe is the only proper tribunal
in the prefent cafe, and could not with propriety
tranfinit their powers to any other perfons, The
facts contained in the petition are full and clear;
they fpeak for themfelves, and 4are not to be en-
larged or curtailed. Can any new fadts be ad-
duced ? Cana committee inveftigate any which
the Houfe cannot ! From the difliculty attending
the ftatement of thefe facts, owing to the dif-
ferent opinions of their importance ; and as the
committee might not bring forward thofe that
fome gentlemen might think the moft effential,
he thought the motion would invelve a very
tedious delay of the bufinefs. ¢

Mr. LawraNCE obferved, that the Houfe is
competent to an inveftigation of fadts, eitherin
itfelf, or by a committee—and fo far froniafub-
ftitution, or the divefting ourfelves of a
power of judging freely, by the adoption of com-
mittees, it is the invariable practice of the Houfe
upon almoft every occafion—it is done daily—
the queftion is, which is the beft mode of bring:
ing tacts before us ? a committee has obvioully
the advantage ; and when a calm and deliberate
inveftigation has taken place, the refult is brought
before the Houfe, for their determination, which
follows of courfe and with the greateft propriety.
Upon the plan which fome men appear ib]icir9u5
to adopt, we fhall not get through the bufinefsto
day—but the Houfe once in }:o!léiiion of the fadts,
will be able to judge

Mr. MADIsonN was oppofed to a re-commitment,

as a dilarory meafure—wifhed the dommittee had
reported a decifion, for the confideration of the
Houfe ; and propofed, that a motion which was
introduced yefterday, by the gentleman from
New-York, (Mr. BExson ) miglﬁ now be brought
forward again, as the moft expeditious method 0
l)ringiﬁg the fubjectto a clofe: This propofition
was, that the feveral fa@: fhould be read overoné
by one, and a decifion had upon each.
_Mr. PacE objecied to a re-commitment—he
fuppofed every member had made up a judgment
upon the. papers which had been read, and there:
tore could fee ng yfe in adopting the motion.

Mr. BoupinoT faid, that he thought it of
great confequence that the Houfe fhould go 1nto
aminute difeuflion of the fubjeét, in orderto have
a full entry made upon the journals—that

.I‘{ﬂi(‘(’ could not be done without this inveftiga-

tion—this fhould be done either by the Houfe
Or 2 committee—he felt folicirous that fuch
a record might now be made of the prefent cafe,
as'might apply inall furure ones; anyways {imi-
lar—that as this was the firft inftance of a difpu-
ted election, which had come before the Houfe,
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