while purfuing cation of their natural
ifi From tlds caufe, Britons
with all their beaited freedom, confent to bear
willingly the greateft burthens. 1 have been fpeak-
ing of luxuries, but in generalobferve, In order
xpectations maynot be defeated; anice
diftiv@rion ought to be made as to the quantuin
each fpecific arricle imported will probably bear,
and that while we fuppofe our public coffers- daily
increafing, the f
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act may not be thara premium is
lield out by government to defraud the revenue.
This has been often the cafe where exorbitant and
ill-judged durties have been laid, calculated upol
the miftaken principle, that the confumer even-
tual bears the burthen, whereas experience
teaches us that the original importer is very often
in fuch cafes the fufferer, as there are many arti-
cles which may not bear the additional price of
the duty, and a curtail of the confumption fol-
lows, leaving the furplus as a heavy tax in the
merchant’s hands, the whole duty on which he is
bound to ‘difcharge ; but while a proper caution
is obferved as to thofe articles from which we
expect to derive an income, there are others we
areto confider ina different view ; and as they may
relate to our manufacdtures: hereit will be found
our policy to give every encouragement to the
raw materials of’ ﬁl.rti;ﬁn erowtn, and which our
country does

ly

not afford, which ought to be intro-
duced withoutburthens, that we may export them
afterwards with the additional price of the labor
upomns them, whicli is” the moft beneficial pari of
commerce, asemploying the greateft number of
hands—and the cheapnefs of the raw material
will tend to give a preference in competition at
foreign markets: Upon like principles every dif’
couragement ought to be placed upon the intro-
dudtion of foreign wrought articles, which may
be manufactured with advantage at home.—Some
confiderarions on this head may come under a fu-
ture number. AMERICANUS.
continued. )
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Of the CONSTITUTION—and AMENDMENTS
j to the fame.

THE tranfactions which have taken place in our
country, fill every patriotic mind with pleafure ;
inafmuch as they realize the confidence which had
been repofed in the native good fenfe of the peo-
ple ; that whenever their public affairs get obvi-
oufly wrong, they would interfere, and fet them
to rights.—The example of changing a conftitu-
tion, by aflembling the wife men of the States,
infteaa of aflembling armies, will be worth as
much to the world, as the former examples Ame-
rica has given' it.—The conftitution which has
been the refult of ourdeliberations, is unqueftion-
ably, the wifelt ever yet prefented to men; and
the accommodations of interefts, which it has
adopted, are greatly pleafing to thofe, who have
been anxioufly concerned upon this point, having
realized how difficultit was to accommodate thoie
interefts.

A great concurrence of opinion, however,
authorifes to fay, that this conititution has fome
defects: Iris, perhaps, not oneoftheleaft, that
the important raghts, not placed in fecurity by
the frame of the conftitution itfelf, were not ex-
plicitly fecured by a fupplementary declaration.
There are rights, which it is ufelefs to furrender
to the government ; and which, yet, governments
have been always fand to invade :—1 hereare the
rights of thinking, and publifhing our thouglhts,
by fpeaking and writing: therights of free com-
anerce: the right of perfonal freedom: There
are inftruments for adminiftering the govern-
ment, {o peculiarly truft-worthy, that we thould
never leave the legiflature at liberty to change
them.—The new conflitution has fecured thefe in
the legiflative and executive departments ; butnot
in the judiciary.—It thould have eftablithed trials
by the people themfelves, thatis to fay by jury.
Ihere are inftruments {o dangerous to the rights
of the nation, and which place them fo totally at
the mercy. of their governors, that thofe gover-
nors, whetherlegiflative or executive, fhould be
reftrained from keeping fuch inftruments on foot,
butin well defined cafes. Suclh an infbrumnentis
a ftandii-g army.

Such a fupplement to the conftitution, where
that is filent, is wanting to fecure us in thefe
points, The general voice has legitimated this ob-
jccmion ;and though it does not authorife usto con-

i a defect, the perpetual re-eligibility of the

{ider as
Prefident, but three States out of eleven having
declared againft this, it may neverthelefs be con-
fidered as_one, and fhould the majority change
theiropinion, as to this point, yet it is devoutly
to be wifhed, that this may remain unaltered, as
long as we can avail ourfelves of the fervices of
our great leader, whofe talents, and whofe weight
of character, are peculiarly neceflary, to get the
government {o under way, as that it may after-
wards be carried on by fubordinate charadiers.
Under the aufpices of this conflitution, admi-
niftered with juftnefs, firmnefs and wifdom,
our America muit rapidly advanceto diftinguifh
ed cminence, power and profperity: and the
perfeciing this counftitution, by the addition of
fuch afupplementary declaration asis above fug-
gefted, may be refult of the {ame calm deli-
berationgnd greatnefs of mind, which led to the

the
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[ ratifica {the fyftem-—~for if this cannot be ef-
fected gu and peaceably, the conilitution had

better, infinitely better, be left 1o defcend to
pofterity as ivis, than to hazard [ imvaluablea

jewel on the ocean of public difcord.

NATIONAL POLITENESS.
EVERY friend of tafte and f{entimental im-
provement, muit with to encourage the THEA
TRE , unlefs they {fuppofe that it is injuriousto the
morals of the people, and oppofed to the fpirit of
republicanifm.—put ftill the beft friend the thea-
tre can boaft, may imagine it is liable to errors ;
and among thefe errors, may it not be reckoned
one, that an £zg/:/h play fhould introduce a french
character, in fuch a manner,. as to excite derifi-
on and contempt ! To burlefque and {fport with
foreign manners, is, in any inftance, rather bar-
barous and unpolite; but in the cafe of the En-
glifh comic writers, it is an unpardonable injuf-
tice. commitred againit their own countrymen.
Who can be folittle acquainted with the diverti-
fied qualifications of the Englifh nation, as not
to know that they abound in fuitable characters
for every defcription of theatrical exhibitions ?
Wit, and ridicule, may have a full fcope without
wandering into other countries for objects,—
W hat excufe can therefore be offered, that theis
comic writers, fhould neglect their countrymen,
in order to drag the lower orders of Frenchmen
on the ftage. Such unpolitenefs reflects more
difhonor on the nation thar countenances it,
than on that againft which the ridicule islevelled:
I could wifh American politenefs may bear tefti-
mony againft fuch paruality and prejudice.

CIV. 1S

SKETCH of PROCEEDINGS of CONGRESS.
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of ‘the
UNITED S1ATES.
Moxpay, JuNE I, I789.
Mr.Branp atked leave of abfence for fix weeks,
which was granted.

/ n the

A meflage was recived from the Senate, inform-
ing the Houfe of their conun'riug in the report
fent up, refpecting thereceiving bills and mefla-
ges from The Prefident.

lt was then voted, that the Chairman of that
Comunittee, beinftructed to acquaint the Prefident
with the arrangement upon this fubject, adopted
by both Houfes.

In Committee of the whole.
Mr. TRumBvULL in the Chair.

The bill, l'cgulzlting the collection of the Re-
venue, having been aifigned for the order ofthe
day, was taken into confideration.

I'he firft paragraph being read, w
ded, that ““there fbould be ports of entry,” Mr.LgE
rofe, to enquire-into the neceflity of eftablifhing
ports of entry oz/y.

Mr. Mapison anfwered the enquiry, by fay-
ing, that it will be proper to conititute fome
ports of entry in fituations where it would be
productive of unneceflary expenfe to eftablifh
officers to fuperintend the delivery of cargoes :
Long navigable rivers afford great conveniences,
for landing goods, as veflels may be proceeding
up fuch rivers to the port of " dettination This
fraud npon the revenue fhould be guarded againit,
by obliging veflels to report their c:xrgocs.mnnc-
diately on entering {uch rivers.

hich provi-

Mr. WapswoRrrH obferved, that it would em-
barrafs trade exceedingly to eftablifh ports ofen-
try, that fhould notat the fame time be ports of dif-
charge : He moved to have the article ttruck our.

Mr. LeEe ftated to the Houfe the difficulties
which had refulted from fimilar eftablithments in
Virginia ; and therefore feconded the motion to
expunge the article.

'Mr. Firzsimons faid, that inftances no doubt
might be mcx}_tioncd, which would plainly point
out the neceflity of fuch a provifion as the article
referred to ; butas there appeared fome difficul.
ty in the way of dercrmining upon the proper
1l.tll‘lLihllS tor fuch ports, he moved, that the ar-
ticle fhould be pafled over for the prefent ;
and the next in order taken up: ‘Agreeably it
was voted to fuipend the ('()lli.l(lt?l‘:l{l)i(‘»ﬂ of the
firlk article refpecting ports of entry.

A meflage trom THe PResipenT being an-
nounced, the committee rofe. 3

The meflage was then received—Dby w hich the
Houfe was i‘nr'm'n;‘.ed, that THE PRESIDENT had
np])r()}'ccl ofan act, regulating the time and man-
ner of taking certain oaths, required by the con
ftitution, and mow rerurned the fame to ‘[11(
Houfe in which it originated, with his fignature

The Clerk of the Houfe was directed ti;infm'u-l
the Senate of the above circumftance.

The (.‘}}'.Lil'lllﬁ}l of the committee then reported
progrefsin the bill, and aiked leave to fic ag

ain
to.morrow upon the fame fubject, this pafled in
the afin‘mative,

);7\1‘:".‘111‘: SON g ce, that immediately af-
ter the bufinefs now afligned, wag compleated
1\(:‘ fhould imove for a refolution tothe fojl]owin\:
*:viccb—fl‘}'nt it {hould be recommended to the l..?
giflature of the State of Rhode-Ifland,

SON gave notice

to call a

convention of ‘the people-~of that State, 1in
4 ey

1

adopting and ratifying

order
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2 a2 con
ftitution agreeably to the recommendatjon of e
late Congrefs. Mr. Benfon obferved, thar
communications which had been received fiqp,
the executive of Rhode-Ifland, refpécting the pro.
ceedings ef'that State upon the Coniftitution, ha|
not been noticed by the late Congrefs, in as 1y,

mnode of deliberating uwpon rhe fubject.—He 4
pofed, tha: an interterence of Congrefs in
fuch way as he propofed, might be proper to af
certain whether any thing decifive had been done
by them in the bufinefs or not. :

Mr. pwin from the committee appeinted
on Monday laft, to form an eflimate of the con.
penfation which it may be proper to allow 75
Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Senators and Reprefents-
tives of the United States, reported, that the fum
of twenty thoufand dollars per annum, be allowed
The Erefident, exclufive of the falaries of Secrety.
ries, Aids and Clerks—That be allowed
to defray the expenfes of houfhold furniture; car.
riages, &c. and for keeping the fame in repair,
That five thoufand doliars per annum, be allow.
ed to the Vice-Prefident.

That the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives be allowed rwe/ve dollars per day—and the
membersof the Senate and Houfe, fix do/lars each
per day ; and fix do//ars for each days travelljng
expenfes, reckoning twenty miles toa day.
This report was laid upon thetable.

Mr. SmitH (of South-Carolina) introduced his
motion for the appointment of a committee, to
to bringin a bill for the eftablifhing a permanent
fyftem refpecting bankruptcy,  throughout the
United States.—This motion having pafled in
the affirmative, Mr. Smith, Mr. Lawrance; and
Mr. Ames were appointed a commiittee, accord-
ingly.— Adjourned.

}‘,.
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Tuespay, JUNE 2.

On motion of Mr. Pace, it was voted unani-
moufly, that thofe members who had not taken
the oath required by the Conftitution, thould be
called on to attend the Speaker, for that pur-
pofe—accordingly eighteen members appeared,
and had the oath adminiitered to them ;—after
which the Speaker adminiftered - the' requifice
oath to the Clerk of the Houfe.

Mr. Barpwin, from the commistee appointed
to bring in a bill, or bills, purfuant to the refo-
lution tor inftituting the three {ubordinate exe-
cutive departments, reported two bills—One for
the arrangement of the War Departmeri—the
other for the Department of Foreign Affairs :—
['hefe bills provide in fubitance, for bringing
under the direc¢tion of thefe Departments, by
orders from the Prefident, thofe national ob-
jects which had come within their cognizance,
under the old Confederation.

It was voted, that 100 copies of thefe bills be
flruck off, for the accommodation of the mem-
bers.

The Houfe then refolved itfelf intoa com-
mittee of the whole; and refumed the bill for
the collection of the revenue.

On motion, it was voted, that the confiders-
tion of the two firft articles, fhould be poﬁponefl';
the third article, which is in thefe words, viz.
« That there fhall alfo be conflituted the folloving
ports, which fhall be ports both of entry and deliver),
to wit 7’ was taken up—when Mr. LivEgMokE
propofed, that :

Fortfmouth,in New Hampthire, fhould beonedt
the ports of entry and delivery,to fill up theblank.

Machiasand Fortland were next mentioned ; up:
on which many obfervations were made by differ-
ent members—chiefly with refpect to the number
of ports for entry and dehivery, which it mightbe
neceflary to conftitute : The committee appear
ed to be divided in fentiment ; and fome gentle-
men having obferved, that they were notfufficient
prepared to decide what ports would be moft f-
table in the feveral States, it was moved, that fh
committee fhould rife, and make the furthercoi
fideration of the bill the order of the day fort
IMOrrow.

The vote on this motion being taken, it paﬂcd
in the negative,

The Committee then proceeded in filling %
the blank, whenthe following ports were agret
upon, viz.

Portfmouth, in Newbhamp[hire.
Portland, 1
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Newburyport, |
Gloucefter,
Salem,
Marblehead,
Bofton,
Plymouth,
Dighton,
New Bedford,
Sherburne, Nantucket, )
New London,

New Haven, Gonneflicut. -
Norwalk,

City of New York,

Sag Harbour,

Perth Amboy,
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State of New Yorr:

Egg Harbour, few Ferfey.
Salem, "
Philadelphia, Pennfyloania,

Wilmington, De/




