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A SKETCH OF THE POLITICAL STATE OF AMERICA.

[Continued from No. XV.]

WE have been, in a former number, fpeaking

of the mode of obtaining money for the fapport
of Government, in which various and compli-
cated difficulties were found to attend the levy-
ing the tariff, or impoft, with an equal hand and
nice difcerning eye : we now come to the mode
of colledtion, in which ftill greater difficulties
arife :—In a country poflefling the extenfive fea
coaft, the innumerable bays, rivers, creeks and
inlets, we have in America, it requires not a lit-
tle fagacity to conftruét thofe guards and barri-
€718, to prevent the evafion of the law, which, in
cafes like thefe, mankind have ever been found
prone to feck opportunities of doing—and per-
haps the inventive genius and fubtle arts of men
have, on this fubje¢t, had their full fcope and ex-
ercife in all other countries; and to prefume on
our peculiar virtue, and want of fkill or enter-
prife, in fuch undertakings, will be building on
weak grounds, and doing wrong to the American
character : Private intereft among mankind, has
been generally found to predominate over public
{pirit—and this principle, fo ftrong in human na

ture, will notbe likely to operate lefs faintly here
than with the reft of the world. Thefe obferva-
tions being aflented to, as Ithink they muft, the
neceflity of purfuing fuch meafures to prevent as
far as poffible, the effect of this preponderating
principle, as have been attended with fuccefs elie
where, nat urally prefents itfelf to view : But here
let me renew an obfervation before made, that
the general fcale or ftandard which governs the
plan of the Impoft, will effentially affect the pro-
duct of the Revenue—and as far as this is found
to be reafonable and judicious, will the need of
coercion be proportionably diminifhed ; for in
fuchua pofition of the cafe, the rifque of finuggling
will exceed the objeét to be thereby obtained—
which confideration will be ever nicely weighed
by the merchant in his calcularions :—But to re-
turn to the {pecific point in view—While every
encouragement ought to be held out to the fair
trader by the principles of the fyftem—on the
other hand, every proper caution and preventa-
tive againft the pernicious practice of fmuggling
thould mark the plan of collection, not only to

fecure the revenue, but to preferve the morals of

the community from the baneful contagion ari-
fing from fuch purfuits. Thofe embarraflinents
which proceed from the natural fituation of the
country, cannot be avoided—and while numer
ous harbors and inlets will neceflarily multiply
revenue officers, yet this reflection is in a degree
alleviated, by viewing thofe harbors and inlets
as fo many avenues to the encreafling wealth and
confequent ftrength of gur country ; and frequent
inland navigation may be efteemed amongnature’s
choiceft bleflings. It is not to be doubted that
every particular part of the community will hope
to be freed from the difadvantage of going out
of the direct path of their navigarion, in order to
make their entries, deliveries, clearances, &c. but
it will be in vain to expect the wifhed-for latitude
on this point, unlefs they confent to a total facri-
fice of the revenue, and view the payment of its
officers as rhe fole objec¢t for which it was levied.
Every partial inconvenience, in fuch cafes, muft
be fubmitted to, in order to further the general
good ; and until this principle takes deeper root
m the public mind, on all occafions, national
meafures willonly ferve to prefent in a more con-
{picuous light our national imbecility.

The mode of reimburfing the revenue officers
for their fervices, ought tobe as far as pofiible fo
conftructed, as to make the faithful purfuit of their
duty fuperior to any temptation to fraud : It may
be well therefore, to produce this efféct, that two
different principles fhould be adopted in deter-
mining their ftipends: In large ports, and where
an extenfive trade is carried on, let their compen-
fation refult from a fpecified commiffion on the
aggregate amount of their negociations,which will
tend to excite their vigilance, and make them
zealous to fill up the money columns in the cuf-
tom-honfe books : Infmaller and lefs productive
ports, afixed {alary, in proportionto the probable
fervice, may be thought a ftronger incitement to
duty, or if paid by commiffions, as in the former
cafe, thofe different powers which in the larger
ports are divided, can here be united in one per-
fon : It will be difficult to exceed in the number
and variety of checks and barriers to prevent falfe
entries, reports, manifeftos, invoices, &c. Here
occular demonftrations and critical ¢ ompares, will
be found ferviceable auxilaries to oaths and affir-
mations : An immediate difcharge of duties in
cvery inftance, is rather to be withed for, than
expected, -where a deficiency of circulating me-
diumn is evident, and a ready demand and con-
fumption often uncertain and irregular: There-
fore the giving bondsin fufficient fecu rity for their
payment at a fhorr, though future period, will be
found expedient-—while a difcount allowed upon
prompt payment will produce exertion to this
purpofe: Inre articles on which drawbacks
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are permitted, it will
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be found adv antageous to

pravide public ftores for their depofit—Ilefl by

fome magic or miraculous power, wine may be
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fometimes converted to water ; and the duties on
merchandize thus depofited, will be as in other
cafes, bonded for—which bonds fthall be cansellcd
by a certificate from the naval officer of their ex-
portation. ;

But I leave any further detail upon this almoft
exhauftlefs fubject, to take a view of fome other
fources from which the public cheft muft alfo de
rive its fupplies: And here let me obferve, that
as national wealth is but a compofition of the
wealth of its individual citizens, from a want of
attention to thofe general principles, which ferve
to fill the lefler {prings and ftreams, the great
common fountain muft be lefs productive, or be-
come proportionably exhaufted ; and without in-
duftry and economy, thofe handmaids to wealth
and affluence, among the great mafs of the people,
America will in vain expect to reach the zenith of
national glory and fplendor.

AMERICANUS.
(To be continued. )

THE TRIUMPH OF FATE.——A SoxNET.
Tune—The banks of the Dee.
THE beauties of Flora delightfully blooming,
The ladi

ies of Trenton, arranging difplay’d,
More {plendid in beauty frefh glory affuming,
F ) glor)

When arches triumphal with them were array'd;
The Hero illufirious had lately arrived,

Who all the paft dangers of War had furvived ;
From whom all the bleflings of Peace are derived,

On whom the whole burden of Empire is lard

The brilliant affembly of beauties advancing,
With harmony foo:h:né, and {cenery grand ;
While {miles were foft dimpling and graces were glancing,
The Hero himfelf condefcended to ftand.
Before him young Virgins gay flowers were ftrowing,

And all their rich fragrance delighttully blowing,

While mufical {trains were melodioufly flow ng,
Senfations of rapture what breaft could withftand
PuiLApELruta, May 178g.

SKETCH of PROCEEDINGS of CONGRESS.

In the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES.
WEDNESDAY, June 3, 1789.

The bills for the arrangement of the two de-
partments of warand foreign affairs were read a
fecond time—and afligned for Tuefday next, in
committee of the whole.

A meflage was received from the Senate,inform-
ing of their concurrence in a reportof the com-
mittee of 28th ult.refpecting the printing bufinefs.

The Senate alfo fent a meflage to inform the
Houfe, that their memberswere this day to take
the Oath required by the Conftitution—and re-
quefted the original law refpecting oaths, which
had been yefterday returned to the Houfe by The
Prefident.

In committee of the whole.

The Bill to regulate the collection of the reve-
nue again under confideration—when further
progrefs was made in filling up the blank, by a-
greeing to the fol]o*\ving, as ports of entry and
delivery, viz.

Cheftertown,
Oxford,
Vienna,
Baltimore,
Snow-Hill, >
Georgetown,

Annapolis,
St. Mary’s,
Patuxent. J

Norfolk, and Portfinouth, )

Hampton,

Yorktown,

Urbanna,

Alexandria, ¢ Virginia.
Kinfale,

Foley’s Landing,

Cherryftone,

South Quay. J

Charlefton,
Georgetown,
Beautort,

Savannah, B!

:

Maryland.

la,

Sunbury,

Brunfwick,

St. Patrick’s, on St. Mary’sriver.
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: I epperelborough,

Bath, on Kennebe¢ river,

Wifcaflet, on Sheepfcut river,
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Barnitable, in the county of

The Committee then rofe, and the Houfe ad.
journed.

JuNE 4.
In committee of the whole on the bill to regu-
late the collection of the revenue, =
From the firfk article which provides for the
conftituting ports of ¢ entry only’”” the word
“only” was dbruck out, toinfert ¢ and delivery.”

The next article which runs thus, ““ That there
fhall alfo be conftituted, the following ports,
which fhall be ports of delivery only, viz.” was
read, andthe committee proceeded to fill up the
blank by agreeing upon the following ports, viz.

Kennebunk, Maffachufetts.
Weft Point,
Newport,
Tappahannoc,
Frederickfburg,
Suffolk,

¢ Burmuda Hundred,

[City Point,

Rockews Landing. . J
Burlington,
Newark,
New Brunfwick,

Mr. LawraNcE propofed to infert a claufe to
this effect, that all fhips, or ‘veflels, arriving ar
New-York, from any toreign port, and deftined
to the city of Hudion, Albany, Efopus Creek,
Poughkeepfie,or Newburg, in Hudfon River, fhall
enter atthe port of New-York—and having there
paid the duties, or fecured them to be paid, they
may then proceed ro either of faid ports to deli-
ver their cargoes—the collecétor at New-York
putting on board a land or tide waiter—and tak-
ing eftfectnal means to prevent frauds. | This
claufe was adopted.

Mr. Jackson introduced another claufe, pro-
viding for the forming the fea coaft of the State
of Georgiainto four diftricts, ro include ports of
entry and delivery : This divifion was agreeable
to the laws of that State. This was adopred—as
was alfoa claufe, introduced by Mr. Goopnug,
fimilar to that from Mr. Lawrance—shich pro-
vided that veflels bound up Merrimack river,
fhould enter and pay, or fecure the dutiesat New-
buryport. The committee then rofe.

Mr. Bartpwin, from the committee appointed
to bring ina bill, or bills, for the arrangement of
the Three Executive Departments, reported a
bill for the Treafury Department—which was read,
and laid on the table.

Mr. BEnsoN gave mnotice that to-morrow he
fhould move for a committee of the whole, onthe
ftate of the Union—rto take upthe propoficion ref-
pecting Rhode Ifland.

Virginia.

syl o

New-Terfey.

Mr. Benfon’s refolution isin the followingwords.

THE Congrefs of the United States do refoloe and
declare it to 7' their moft earneft defire, that the legi-
flature of the State of Rhode Ifland and Providence
plantations, do recommend.to the people of that State
to choofe delegates to meet in Convention, and towhom
the Gonflitution of the United States is to be fubmitted,
conformably to the unanimous refolution of the United
States in Congrefs 11‘//}7;.'./7/:0',7(f1‘/~c’ 28th Sept. 1787.

Fripay, JunE 5, 1789.

A meflage from the Senate, which was received
yefterday, providing for the tranfmiffion of the
acts of Congrefs to the executives of the feveral
States, was read a fecond time and received the
unanimous concurrence of the Houfe.

Mr. WyNrkoor afked leave of abfence for a
fortnight, which was granted.

The bill providing for the arrangement of the
treafury department, was read a fecond time,
and referred to a committee of the whole Houfe:

Mr. Jackson gavenotice, that on Wednefday
next, he fhould move for the appointment of 2
committee, to bring in a bill for the eftablifhment
ofa fyftem of naturalization for the United States.

Mr. Benson propofed, that the Houfe fhould
then formitfelf into a committee of the whole, on
the ftate of the Union, and take into confiders-
tion the propofed refolution refpecting Rhode-
Ifland. 4

This occafioned a fhort difcuflion, which termi-
nated in taking the previous queﬁion—Wheth_er
the Houfe thould now form itfelf into a commit-
tee of the whole for the above purpofe ? This
pafled in the negative, ‘and fo the propofed
refolution was loft.

The Houfe then formed into a committee of
the whole, on the bill to regulate the collection
of the revenue. The article of ¢ ports afJa‘/if/”}'"
being under confideration,the following addition
was made to thofe agreed upon yefterday, viz.

Ipfwich, « ]

Manchefter,

Beverly,

D.'m\'ers,

Lynn,

Charleftown,
Medford,

Swanzey or Freetown.
Weftport,

Duxbury, J
Peterfburgh,
Cumberland,
Smithfield,

Mr. Ames introduced a petition from the AR~
TIFICERS and MANUFACTURERS of the town of
Bofton—which being read, was laid on the table.

Mr. ViniNG gave notice, that on Wednefday
next, he fhould fubmit to the Houfe a refolye,
P}'Oviding for the eftablifhment of a fourth fubor-
dinate executive department—to be denominated,
the department of the Secretary of the United
States for DomEsTic AFFAIRS.

The Houfe then adjourned to Monday next.

'} Maffachufetts.

Virginia.
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