] of
ed. Th
| by
Xttenty
¢ inftey
e of th
Zilllfdy "

Propoid
0 nkin;

ftiruio .

s goody
y COHIPE.
2a~fhei
0tryals
-Whatfn
minewii
anee
ay prow
obvion-
ation-
v Tequiy
oufinefid
, Withie
nponae |

ents o |
before v |
ne the i |
facrfced.
efent, b
fyig
Lit, TS
int ott s
e confls
be po

oh be e
opthefi
o Jib
poningié
y wasth
. confide |
onfliruesd
p asfond

f 2 fimit
soodlie-
venue, ¥
diately

ubjeft i
t the mee:
ly to m
mivh( b
andif &
hould be#
ign) 10 t,’h
ropofli®
efron®
cfpcc'tﬂ.blf,
yrisfali
ald 3508

4

3

i melflage was received fromthe Sctmrc,i.;'.:‘.n‘:.{ -
i bl Houfe, that they had concurred in their
3 of the ,8th of May—by which every mem-
{)oceis to be farnithed with a*compleat fetc of the
er o SRR,

ournals of the late Congrefs.. = - ~ .

I Mr. WHITE obferved, that the{ubject ofamend-
Mr. - P P e e S UK [
jents Was of very c.\'tr;nin e importance—he fup
* . that the Houle could not, with any pro-

fe - E 3 .
iner)’ defer their confideration any longer; for
pr ) . 1. SN e - i
JIthough the Conftitution had been fo generally

radfied, yet it was evident, that alterations and

amendments \\.’CI‘I'C expected by perhaps amajority
e hle at large.

Qfl\tii-t Sel‘:ll H (S, CL) then i}ltro'duc eda prqpoti-

tion, for the a.ppu‘npment of a 1cl.ch committee,

fotakethe bufinefs 1nto Conllc'lcr'.uloll,.:lu(‘.rfpu: o

Mr. PAcE was 11 favour 01: a commuitree of fh'\'
whole, and m'ged the p1 qpncty of commencing
the enquiry without any h'flthu: (l(‘l:():, asa mea
fure that would be productn'e of very happy con

ces.

fe{il\li‘.ﬂ{/'ml.\:a was oppofed to Lhc‘mc‘-;xi‘nrc for fe-
veral reafons—the incompletenefs ot the revenue
and judiciary 1')'&6‘1:15 3"““‘1?‘, h(i m‘gc(‘l, ought
to be finifhed previous to a difcuffion of amend-
ments : The judi.ci:u'y 1)‘llcm may provide a re-
medy for fome of the dctc.us c_omyl;nm-f{ of—and
without giving the Conftitution any operation,
it was impoffible to determine what were defects,
or not—and what alterations were neceflary.—
He further abferved, th;lt_hevconce%vcd it‘ x‘u_ccl'

fary, previous to any th‘cuinon of the fubject,
that it fhould be afceftained whether two-thirds
of the Houfe and Senate were in favour of en-
tering upon the bufinefs—le (u]‘)l‘)uicd that the
voice of two thirds were as requifite to fanction
the expediency of the meafure, as they were tothe
adoption of amendments—He ‘.\".w‘tuﬂy.ot opinion,
that experience alone, cop]d afcertain the real
quali[ies of the Conihl uuon-——'fh‘c pf:t‘)plc are
yaiting with anxiety for the operation of the Go-
vernment—W hat has C ongrefs done!—Have they
paﬂ}’da revenue law !—Is pot the Tevenue daily
efcaping us ?__Is it not of immenfe confequence
to compleat the {yftem ! —Let us not pel plexour-
felves, by introducing one weighty and in_qurtam
queftion after another, rill fome decifions are
made: This mode of introducing one piece of
bufinefs, before a former one is compleated, tends
10 confufe the mind, and incapacitate it fromdo

ing full jullice to any {fubje¢t—He hoped, there-
fore, that the Houfe would not go into a com-
mittee of the whole wpon this bufinefs:

Mr. Mapiso~ conceded tothe motion for chuf
ing a felect committee—I'e then obferved, That
he thought it would be attended with f{alutary ef-
fedts, fhould Congrefs devote, at the prefent time,
fo.much at leaft a5 one day to this bufinefs, to
convince the world, that the friends of the Con-
fitution were ad firm friends to liberty as thofe
who had oppofed it : The advocates for amend-
ments are numerous and refpediable—fome alte-
ration of the Conftitution lays with great weight
apon their minds—they merit confideration.—He
urged the expediency of the meafure, from the
fituation of Rhode-Ifland and North-Carolina—
He had no doubst that it would con¢iliate them to-
wards the Union, and induce them to unite, and
again become branthes of the great American Fa-
mily.—He was, hie obferved, in favour of fundry
alterations, or amendments, to the Conftitution—
he fuppofed that they could be made without in
jury to the fyftem—ie did not wifh are-confide-
ration of the whole—but fuppofed that alterations
might be made, without effecting theeflential prin-
ciples of the Conftitution,which would meet with
univerfal approbation ;—thefe he would pro-
pofe fhould be incorporated in the body of the

" Conftitution.— He then mentioned the feveral ob-

jections which had been made by feveral of the
States, and by people at large :—A bill of rights
has been the great object contended for—but this
was one of thofe amendments which he had not
fuppofed very eflential.—Thé freedomn of the
prefs, and the rights of confcience, thofe choiceft
flowers in the prerogative of the people, are not
guarded by the Britith Conftitution :—With re-
fpect to thefe, apprehenfions had been entertain-
ed oftheir infecurity under the new Conftitution;
a bill of rights, therefore, to quiet the minds of
people upon thefe points, may be falatary.—
He then adverted to the feveral bills of rights,
Which were annexed to the Conftirutions of in-
leEdual States ;—the gyeat object of thefe was,
tolimit and qualify the powers of Government—
to guard againft the encroachments of the Exe-
cutive,—In the Federal Government, the Execu-
tive is the weakeft—the great danger lies not in
the Executive, but in the great body of the peo-
P‘e—m. the difpofition which the majority al-
ways difcovers, to bear down, and deprefs the
minority.,

In ftating objections which had been made to
affixing a bill of rights to the conftitution, Mr.
Ma DISoN obferved, that objections to a continen-
ta! bill of rights applied equally to theiradoption
fgo;»:ihs‘:ares _—'Iﬂ‘he objection to a bill of rights,
. de€1)0~\\1m~bJde‘hgated by thfe Conftitution,
Gov:rmq‘ ned ano hmftcd, has weight, wl.ule the
e b\‘nc"l»t iE‘u‘.mnrs itfelf to t}zoie fpf:uﬁed h;
Yimies Initances may occur, in which thofe

s may be exceeded, by virtue of a conftruc-
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tion of that clanfe empowering Cor;

fs tonfake
all neceflary laws to carry the Conititution into
execution—The article of general warrants may
be inftanced,—It has been obferved, that the
C‘\mliitution does not repeal the State Dbills of
rights ;—to this it may be replied, that fome ol
th'c States are without any—and that articles con-
tained in thofe that have them, are very impro.
per, and infringe upon the rights of human na-
ure, in feveral refpecis.—It has been faid, that
bills of rights have beenviolated—but does it fol-
low from thence that they do not produce falu-
tary effects : This objeclion may be urged againfl
every regulation whatever.—From thefe, and
other confiderations, Mr. Madifon inferred the
expediency of a declaration of rights, to be in-
corporated 4n the Conftitution.

Mr.Maprsown further obferved, That the pro-
portion of Reprefentatives had been objected to—
und particularly the diferetionary’ power of "di-
ninifhing the number.—There isanimpropriety
in the Legiflatures’ determining their own com
penfation, with a power to vary its amount.—
T'he rights of confeience ; liberty of the prefs,
arnd trial by jury, fhould be'fo fecured, as to put
it out of the power of the Legiflature to infringe
them.—Fears refpecting, the judiciary fyftem,
fhould be entirely done away—and an exprefs de-
claration made, that all rights not exprelsly given
up, are retained.—He withed, that a declaration
upon thefe points might be attended to—and if
the Conftitution can be made better in the view
of its moft fanguine fupporters, by making fome
alterations in it, we fhall not aét the part of wifec
men not to do it—Heé therefore moved for the ap-
poiutment of a committee, to propofe amend.
ments, which fhould bé laid before the Legifla-
tures of the feveral States, agreeably to the sth
article of the Conftitution. -

Mr. Jackson obferved, That the Hon. Gentle-
man’s ingenious detail, fo far from convincing
him of the expediency of bringing forward the
{ubject of amendments at this time, had confirmed
him in the contrary opinion : The profpect which
fuch a difcuflion opened, was wide and extenfive,
and would preclude other bufinefs, of much great-
er moment, at the prefent jun¢ture—1He differed
widely from the Gentleman, with regard to bills
of rights—feveral of the States had no fuch bills—
Rhode-Ifland had none—there, liberty was car
ried to excef8, and licentioufnefs trinmphed—In
fome States, which had fuch a nominal fecurity,
the encroachments upon the rights of the people
had been moft complained of.—The prefs, Mr.
Jackfon obferved, is unboundedly free—a recent
inftance of which the Houfe had witnefled in an
attack upon one of its members—A bill of rights
is a mere ignis fatuns, amufing by appearances,
and leading often to dangerous conclufions.—
I repeat it, Sir, the prefent is not the time to
bring forward amendmens—they muft be fpecu-
lative and theoretical in the very nature ofthings,
and may themfelves be the fubjects of future a-
mendments.— T his confideration points outin the
cleareft manner, the propiiety of waiting the re-
fult of experiment, to determine the merits of the
Conftitution: Tothat let us referthe fubject,and
not wafte our time in ufelefs fpeculations.

Mr: Gerry thought it unneceflary to go into
a committee of the wholé uponthis fubject at
the prefent moment.—He did not think {uch a
{tep neceflary to fatisfy the people,iwho are ful-
ly fenfible that Congrefs is now engaged in the
great objects of the government—he w ifhed how-
ver, that as early a day as poflible, might be af-
figned, that the mode of another convention
might not be thought of—in  which we might
lofe the moft eflential parts of the conftitution—
he obferved, that he was not a blind admirer of
the {yftem, there were defects as well as beau
ties in it——but as it was now become the coufti-
tution of the Union, he conceived, that the fal-
vation of the country depended upon its efta-
blithment, amended or not.—He was further in
favor of an early day, on account of North-Ca-
rolina and Rhode-Ifland, as the acceflion of thefe
States to the Union was very defirable,and good
policy dictated that every proper ftep fhould be
raken to expedite that event.—He was oppofed
to referring the matter to a felect committee—
as derogatory to the dignity of the States—he
conceived the whole of the amendments propo-

ed by the feveral conventions fhould come 1mn-
mediately before the Houfe—T he faith of Con-
grefs ought to be confidered as pledged to take
up this bufinefs upen the moft extenfive fcale—
He moved therefore, that all the various propo-
fitions for amendments fhould be referred:to'a
committee of the whole, and that an early day
be affigned to go into a full inveftigation of the
{ubject—and propofed the firft Monday in July.

Several other gentlemen fpoke upen the fub-
ject, when 3

Mr. Map1son drefé and withdrew his Iaft mo-
tion for a felect committee, and then fubmitted
to the Houfe a refolve comprizing a number of
amendments to be incorporated in the conftitu-
tion, thefe he read for the confideration of the
Houfe.

Mr. LivermoRE wasoppofed to this refolve—
he conceived it entirely improper for any indi-

¥
1

sSad o
vidual mémber to Pro

] 1 icular numnbéi
of amefidments; which do not tz2ke upthe differ-
ent amendments propofed by the feveral States.

Mr.Pace and Mr. Leegdeverally rofe ta juiti-
fy Mr. Madifon, they thought themfelves under
t obligations to him, and conceived that the
ie had adopted was juft and fair—and cal-
-ulated to bring the attention of the Houfe to
proper pointin determining the {ubject.

Mr. Maprsown obferved, thatit was meceflary
he fubject thould be brought forward in fome
form or other—after waiting a confiderable time
ror others to do it—he had thought proper ro
propofe the form, now fubuiitted ro the Houfe—
new{papersand pamphle s werethe repofitories of
the feveral amendments—thofe were not the
proper fources—the refolve is now before the
Houfe,and they may do what they think preper
vithit.

Mr. LAwrancE moved, that the refolve intro-
luced by Mr. Madifon,” fhould be fubmitted to
he confideration of a committee of the whole
on the ftate of the Union.

Mr. BoupinoT propofeda felect committee to
confift of a mémber from each Srate.

After a few mdre obfervations the motion of
Mr. Lawrance being put was carried in the af
firmative.—The Houfe then adjourned.

any

Tuespay, JUNE 9, 17%9.

Houfe met perfuant to adjournment.

Upon motion it was voted, that this day fort-
night the Houfe will refolve itfelf into a commit-
tee of the whole, to take into cenfiderarion the
report of the committee refpeting tlie enroll-
ment, atteftation, &c. of the acts of Congrefs.

It was moved,that the rule of the Houfe which
enjoins a divifion of thie members, in cafe of doubt
as to the decifion of any queftion, fhould be a-
mended, by faying, thar the members in the af-
firmative fliould :ife in their places, and ftand till
counted—this motion obtained.

The Houfe thenrefolved itfelfinto a committee
of the whole, and refumed the bill onthe collec-
cion of the revenue.

Ports of delivery under confideration.

Previous t¢ making any further nomination of
fuch ports-—it was moved, that the fhores, bays,
rivers, creeks and harbours, be divided into as
many diftriéts as there are poris of entry in the
United States.—This motion after a difcuffion
was adopted.

It was moved to infert a claufe, whereby mafters
of fhips and other veflels loaded with goods,
wares, and merchandife, and bound into theUni:
ted States from any foreign port, {hould be obli-
ged to produce duplicate manifeftos of their
refpective cargoes, to any officers of the cuftoms
that mdy demand the fame, previous to their en-
tering the ports of deftination.

This motien gave rife to a lengthy converfa-
tion which terminated in withdrawingthe motion.

It was then voted, thata CoLLECTOR, a Na-
vAaL-Orricek, and a 5urVEvOR fhould be ap-
pointed for each of the following ports, viz.
Bofton, New-York, Philadelphia, Baitiniore, Nor-
folk and Portfmouth, Alixandrid, Virginia; George-
town in Maryland, Charleflon, South-Carolina,
and Sgvanna.—The committee then rofe and the
Houfe adjourned.

- - e
NEW-YORK, FJUNE 10, 1789.

It isindeed a fubfantial right, that all the laws of the country
{hou!d be made by reprefentatives chofen by the great body of
the people. Inthis the body of the people have ftrong hold of
rovernment.  If they will always keep good hold of this right,

and ufe it properly, the government will be free and happy. If!

they will be faithful to themf{elves and their country, in. always
turning out and choofing the moft honeft and able men they have
for their reprefentatives, their rights and liberties will be well fe~
cured, and there is no danger but the government will go on well.
It fhould be féle as one of the moft impoftant and, eonfcientious
duties, to be honeft and faithful in the choice of their reprefenta=
tives. But it the body of the people will fta* at home at fuch
times. and fuffer men who have nothing but {elf interefl at bottom,
to pufh forward and get to be the law makers of the land, the
new conftitution will be no better than the old., One eafy max<
im well followed, will now keep us all {afe, let every man that
has a right to vote, make a point always to attend every eletion,
and impartially vote for fuch, as he thinks moft honeft and mofk
able to ferve their country,

There is one advantage which we may promife ourfelves from
the thorough inveftigation of the Revenue Syftem—it will come
forth at laft in greater perfeétion.

Perhaps there is no part of legiflation fo difficult as to devife
the moft eafly and acceptable methods of raifing the neceflary re-
- from the pockets of the people : all wife and patriotic ru-

ven
lers are as folicitousto adjuft the public burdens upon-the fcale of
equity, asthey are to realize fufficient funds for the fupport of
juft government.

Extrafl of a letter from Bofton, dated Fune 4y 1789.

% There has been three important feizures of goods, made by
the revenue officers, within thefe few days. This will pave the
way for an efficient exccution of the new laws.

‘¢ Since fealing the letter, { am credibly informed, that a 1o~
tion has been made, in the General Court, by Mr. HENsEAW,
that a joint Committee be appointed to prepare an addrefs to the
Prefident of the United States, congratulatinghim on his appoint=
ment—exprefling the attachment of the Legiflature to his perfon—
and theif intention to give, every affiftance to his. exertions for
promotinz the common good, agreeably to the ¥dderal Conftitu-
tion. The motion beéing feconded, paifed in' the afhrmative una=-
nimoufly. Mr. HENsHAW, Dr. Jarvis, and Mr. MAsoON werg
chofen on the part of the Houfe."’ 2

There have arrived in this port fince Friday laft, upwards of 30
fail of veflels.

i

(5 Faour paper of 30th ult. we gavean extrafl from the infiruiions
of the Duke of Orleans : The fhctches handed us “on Saturday, do not
correfpond with woe therefore requeft fome Jutisfailion as to thely
genuinsnefs, before they af




