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« There aré impertinent
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¢ fome perfons are prev cn'wd. fr())m ?C,q;‘i-r”_],g
I ufeful kmmlulgc‘b_\‘ their mt{t]l{?u?m‘ llinu.-
pacity ; there are otllers, \\'luf pof c‘i iug t:}:11.[’s,'
fail of important attainments by \_\5‘“1_115 \\1]‘}
e time in f””f‘l it.m_lws. A perion g.t)lltlil \
(upwof'eshe givesa fatistactory account of employ-
lhimfclt', when he can {ay he has bcf_.-n enga-
wod in reading. He may ]\.u\\'cl\:cr ,,‘lc ceiv c»l‘mn-
jlf as well as others in t.l}'.s reipect. It i:\ m.)t
jiore COMIMOT OF More L!xi:xgrccublc to finc mgx
deficient in their ideas, from a n(-;\’lcc-t of bo(.)]\.s,
than it 18 tO ubl'cr.\'aj them ‘)1()11F(‘f[ \.\'1'[11 nnlufl‘)t
that are falfe or h'l\'llOUS., by an 111.',':1(]“. ious cl\m(.c‘
of authors. Am acquaintance of mine, \\hg 14
celebrated for his literary tafte and ingenuity,
invited me the other morning t?' look at lush_bru-
ry, which is lhic_l to be :m_cxcc“cx.\t. one. 1‘f .mf-.
velty gives 3 claim to merit, my .tncnl(_l d(-jvm‘\lcs‘
great pr;\ii'c for his .collccuun ().i bc')o RS _“.)]_ 1€
:crtain]y has filled his fhelves \\:1{%} 1u‘u11 perfor m.
ances, as fcarce any man lzut }mnicl't \'\‘uulal cvc'x
think of purchafing.  After expatiating upon a
cariety of authors 1 had never heard of, ;md‘ a
ftill él'C:l{CT number I }}‘.1(1 never rc:nd, i.lc tq.(l
me he had taken immenfe pains to afcertain eve-
1y minute circumitance relative to tvhc building
of Noah's Ark. No hiftory either Lxc.rc;l or pro-
fane, that threw any light upon th:':r lll[Cl;{:.iUHg
fubject, had efcaped his notice. Itis, he faid, to
be regrected that the particulars of that celebra-
ted work of antiguity are not more generally
known.- The vaft delight he had found: in his
refearches, heaflured me, were not to be defcri-
bed. As 1 confidered myfelf nfelefSly employed
in hearing his defcriptions, my readers will make
the fame remark, if this eflay communicates a
converfation fo unimportant. My friend inform-
ed me of many. other, what he called, curious
difcoveries or attainments ; and his pride feem-
edto confift in knowing what none of his ac-
quintance knew, or had any inclination to
know.

The defign of reading is not fo much to en-
creafe the quantity of our knowledge as the pro-
priety and wtility of it.—Men of leifure, who
have patience of inveftigation, may perhaps em-
ploy themfelyesin nfelefs enquiries without pro-

ng

ducing any hurtful effects ; indeed they may
happch to ftrike upon fome difcoyery,from whic h
venefit will refulc. But where {uch an ardor of
auriofity prevails as to pulh people into refearches,
from which no practical advantage is derived,
it difqualifies them for active purfuits in life.
Itthould be an eftablifhed rule with every per-
fon who reads, to enquire of himfelf, when he
lays afide his book ; firftly, whether he has gain-
ed any ideas at all ; and fecondly, whether they
are juft and ufeful. To read, and yet to acquire
no'ideas, is at any rate a mifpence of'time ; but
the mere lofs of time is not fo pernicious as to
aatch fenriments that are fallacious or trifling.
{ will clefe this number with an extract from a
fenfible anthor, who in touching upon this fub-
ject makes the following remarks.
“ Di p irian wrote four 1/'71/"/_/://.21
0ks ; whercin he is much concerned to d [cove \
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tned for this curiofity, but much more trou-
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Vefome. Am I ever the more juft, the more rate,
tant, or liveral, for knowing that Gurius Denta-

o V&l 1ne firft that carried elephanis in tri
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. FOtve i it that he was a Peripatetic; and
Utners. that ho « ; :
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SKETCH OF PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRE:

TATIVES of

In the Houfe of REPRESE

Tuurspay, June 18, 1789.

The queltion. Whether the Setretary of Foreign Affairs fhould be
removeable by the ]\::/”L t? thll under confides

Mr, Waire. This queftion hes occalioned a {olemn debate,
tho’ fome gentlemen have confidered it fo clear or fo trivial as to
excite their furprife, that it has again been brought before the
houfe. I confider it as the moft important queftion that has been
yet confidered ; the moft important that I ever had a voice in dif-
ufling or a votein determining, except that ofadopting the conftitu-
tion itfelf in the convention of Virginia. I confider the day on which
the fenfe of the houfe is to be taken on this fubjet as a memorable
day inthe annalsof America. Sir, I do not confider it is imply
whether the power fhall be vefted in the Prefident, or in the Préfi-
dent and Se nate, The conftitution has duumlmd that pulnl.
Nor do I confider the queition to be whether offices are to be

ion.

held during good behaviour, or at the pleafure of thafe who ap-
point them. I fuppofe that on a fair and neceffary conftruttion of
he conftitution, that matter is fertled. All arguments tending to
{how that oneor the other mode ot appointment or remov aly is pro-
pcr or improper, or that th y ought to be d!‘p itced by lmpaf(“n—
ment, are inapplicable to the prefent cafe. But the re{pectability
of the charaéters who {upport thele arguments entitle them to
notice

I fhall proceed, Sir, to enquire, whether we are b und by the
conftitution, or whether we may graat to others, or allume to our-
{clves, powers which the conftitution has not given in exprels
terms, or by ncndf.-.rj,‘ ymplication ? This I concetve to bethe
quedtion.

It 15 not contended that the power propofed to be vefted in the
Prefident is given him in exprels terms, or thatit can be inferred
from any particular claufe of the conftitution. Itis fought for
from another {ource, the general nature of executive power; it 1s
on this principle the claufé is advocated, or I miftake the gentle-
man’s argument. It was faid by the gentleman, who opened
the debate :n oppofition to thy ymendment, that the conftitution
haying vefted the Prefident with a general executive power, thére-
by allthofe powers were vefted which were not exprefsly excepted,
and therefore he poflefled the power of removal, Sir, this 1s not
to be learned in the Each ftate has an ex-
ecutive magiftrate is powers and I believe it will not
be found that he ht of

American governments,
but look a
$5 1N any one

s In Virginia I know that a
d by the General Aflembly. Thts
other ftates. If then the dotrine of the

: nnght of .":/ll nnting or remov-

rreat officers are
ncrally the fact in
gentleman 1is to be fup-
ported by examples, it muft be by thofe brought from beyond the
Atlantic—We muft alfo therelook for rules, by which the executive
power, 1n the latitude of this principle;, may be circumfcribed, if
ndeed it can be limited
is given to the legiflature—they will poflefs all powersnot exprefl-

f the Prefident has all executive powers which are
» excepted, 1 do not know that thefe can be a ™ore
rovernment. The Prefident, I coniceive, will have all the
1 the legiflatureall the powers of the moft
This I take to be a clear and neceffary de-
duétion from the lnm(:p‘.v on which the claufe in the billis
I'he Prefident 1s limited in the appointment of ambaf-
{adars,confuls, judges,and all otherofficers; and inmakiag treaftes.

appo

Upon this principlefir, the {ame power

0ot exprefs

arbitray

ower of a manarch ; anc

{overeign legiflation,

In thefe he is exprefsly limited, and no further T.\Lchnm him
thefe, and give him all other ¢xccutive powers, as exercifed in
monarchy, and {ee what they will b I ¢ are alfo excep-

i
g &

tionsto the legiflative power ; fuch as that they fhall not fora time
a1t the x‘m-,, yrtation of flaves ; that direét taxes fhall not be
aid, but im a certain mode ; that taxes fhall be uniform;
] € 1 ant no titles of nobility, &c. 1 hefe are the
legiflutive : Now givethemall the powers of the
Great-Rritein, and atkind of government will

It appears to me abfolute and

have ? I can not delceribeit.

s extenfive as any defpotifm,

Ityougoo ries of the conftitution where
y and with what fatety to
I underftand
our fylkem different in its form and fpint'trom all other govern-
ments inthe world. - Itis in partn tional and partly ftdm.\.lA; and
f|1»mﬁ:| it 1s moreextenfive inits powe rs than moit other confedera-
ted Lovernments, yet the Congrefs 1s not to be anp;n'vd to nati-
onal legiflatures. Lo thefe, general powers are granted, 1.umc with
ular refervations in favour of the body
of the people’; and to thofe only will the gentleman’s reafonings

beyond the bour

can youdrav

1 line with any précifion ?
liberty canthe doétrine of thisclaufe be fupported.

and fome withoutany parti

apply.—Here 1s no analogy.- “Thisis & government conftituted
for particular purpofes oualy ; and the powers which the people
have thought proper to grant are {pecific ally enumerated, and dl“—
polc d of among the various branches. t thefe powers are infuf-
ficient, or 1f re improperly diftributed, it is not our faulkt,
nor within our power to remedy.—'1 he Imvpla' mm\ ){Idl][ ful'lh(‘l
powers—organize thofe alread, “;:wn'\u'\ m a more perfeft manner,
or fulfer from the defe€t. We can neither enlarge nor modify
them.

Sir, this was the eround on which the friends of the ‘r,mt‘r_n-
ment have fupported it ; 1t was a fate grou nd I venture to fay
that it would not have been {upported on any other. In theState
from which I came, if its advocates had not maintained this prin-

ciple, it would never have been ratihec ;

‘Mr. White then read a part of the ratification by Virginia, 1n
{fupport of thisaflertion. _

Sir, faid he, how far the eftablifhment of the pnnrxp]t'cnn-
tended for may affe@ the completion of our Union, I will not
undertaketo fay : I will only remark that the State of North-Ca-
rolina has cxpreffed nearly the fame fentuments as Virginia, with
this difference, that Carolina would not adopt the umi\mum:\ till
it was ‘atistied of this principle, that we could not by conitruc-
tive afts enlarge our powers, In order at a futurc day to deftroy
the State governments, and them the liberties of t}us p(.oplc.

Sir, I could likewife fuggelt to gentlemen the local fituation of
It is contiguous to Kentuckey, which united to
erritorv of amazingextent from the Atlanticto
uks of the Ohio. ~The peoy e of this traétare 1n fuch a fitu-
s that a fingle fpark from this houfe would kurdl(j a flame
t would be difficult if not impoffible to extinguifh ; and
excite fuch a dread as would render them utterly irreconcileable

to our government,

that country.

Carolina, form

bec:

Sir, this is nota vain .'rw'."*"' nfion, > the ”ppnﬁ‘r; of the
conftitution found ments upon it—They contended

that vou would mal in your favor, and aflume

tructions

Tv.-_,l‘,[tnl!]\'.'rw:‘vl“ be vefted in you by th })"P;,’»:_ ) 1 -v.‘\in,
e 1 g éred ’
Sir., my apnrehenfions may bhe ill fo ed, s contradicted by
i . i
the event, ~ The me: propofed, 1 icknowledge, 1s adyocated
by refpe étable friends to the Union within thefe doors,

1 by

many without. But I believe much of this arifes from the « {¢
in queftion conferring the power on a man, whom :ll.tvc world
and who they kriow will not abufeit. But, Sir, on this
occafion I forpet who 1s Prefident ; but I do not forget that the
worlt of prec cdents are often cltablifhed in t]\.tf beft of tim S We
ve the power to a pull(‘ular man in office, becaufe he will

1
admres,

: g
{e it : but we cannot take away that pcwer from thofe who

undertake todetermine.

may fucceed him. I do not mean to infer from this, that if the
tution had vefted the power in the Prefic
er he fhould have it.

would be
v 1 1 will not
It is unneceflary ; the true queftion be=
fore us being fimply a conftitutional one;

That is a queftion v

Without entering into a detail of the evils that may arife, as
rentlemen have done on both fides of the Houfe; let us confider
whether the greater evil will tiot arife from our explaining the con-
{titution at this time: Isthere any neceflity forit ? If the coniti-
tion has given the power to the Prefident; can he not exercifeit
without our paffing an aét on the fubjeét ? Will not the claufe be
ufelefs? If the conftitution has not given it him, fhall we go be=
yond the llmfls that are fet us;in order to extend it to him ? 1 hope
not. But 1t feems to be a doubtful point :
the power ; others not. Then, Sir, I wotld leave the conftruc-
tion to himfelf. If it fhould become ncceflary to exercife the
power, let him do 1t : The occafion for the exercife of it will be
a better comment than any we can give—It will better explain it
to the people, and reconcile them to it more perfeétly than any
law from the legiflature - }

Some think he has

If the neceflity of the cafe compel him td exercife the power,
evenif wrong, the people will acquiefce; I will give you an ex-
ample, Sir: In Virdinia, whenthe operations of the war requirs
ed exertions of the chief magiftrate, beyond tie authority ot the
law, ourlate governor Nelfon; whofe name muft be dear to eve-
ry triend to liberty, was obliged to iffue his warrants and impref{s
[upplies for the army. Though it was known that he exceeded
his authority; his warrants were executed ; his co mtry was be<
nefited by this refolute meafure; and he himfelf afterwards in-
demnified by the legiftature, Sir, I do not with to encourage
alts of this kind; but I lay it would be better for the executive to
affume the exercife of fuch a power on extraordinary occafions;
than for us to delegate to hini an extraordintary power to be ex-
ercifed on all occafions:

Some gentlemen have {uppofed that the conftitution has made
no provihon for the removal of officers; and they have called it
an omitted cafe; and a defe€t.  They afk, if we may not fupply
that defect ? I anfwer, no. For if we can make any pofftble al-
teration, we may go on and make the conftitution juft what we
pleafe.  But as a further anfwer, I fay, it 1s not an omitted cafe.
For the conftitution havingdiretted by whoni officers thall be ap-
pointed, it does direét allo by whom they thall beremoved. Tuat
doétrine was fo well {fupported by a gentleman yefterday, that I
will not repeat:  Sir, this muft have been in the contemplation of
the gentlemen who formed the conftitution. Is it probable that
they never thought about the mammer in which an officer fhould
be difplaced ? When they provided that the judges fhould hold
their offices during good behaviour, did they not intend that all
others fhould be held during pleafure ? It is not then an omitted
cafe.

Gentlemen hate fuppofed that the Prefident may fufpend, and
that as he hasa right to makea temporary appointment, he has
alfo a right to make a temporary removal, 1 think he has {o, as
1t 1s correfpondent with his power of appointing.  But 1t has been
faid that 1f the concurrence of . the Senate 1s ncceffary, they may
retule to concur when a removal is neceffary: Sir, 1if you are to
fuppofe that the government cannot be executed in its prefent
form, there is no remedy for fuch a misfortune; but we arc not
to luppole it—We are to prefume that the Senate will do their du<
ty<~You may go on without end in {uppofing. ¥You may fup<
pofe that the Prefident may not do what 18 right—Y¥ou .may even
{uppofe that this Houfe wiil not do what is righte What 1sthe
confequence P Why, our conftituents muft bear with us till they
have an opportunity for a remedy. But thall wes becaufe the
Senate may do wrong, give the Prefident a power to att without
them. We may as well, Sir, if the Senate refufe to concur in a
favorite bill of this Houfe, proceed to pafs the Jaw without them.
But it has been afked, whether a perfon in the elevated ftation of
Piefident would probably abufe his truft? I prefume he will not 3
neither do I prefume the Senate will.

A gentlemaa, Siry norder to get over the objeftions made to
the claufe, has recurred to that part of the conftitution, which
lays, that Cungu‘fs may b) law velt the appointment et inferior
officers iu the Prefident, in the courts of law, or heads of depart-
ments, and has inferred that he is to be confidered himfelt the
head and center of all thole departments. This comes from one
whom I always hear with pleafure, on account of his found rea-
fon and perfpicuity of expreflion, Buty Sir, I muft differ with
him. Who are the heads of departments? We have a fecretary
for foreign affairs; another of the treafury, &c. Now are not
thele the principal officers in thofe departments ? If they are; they
are the heads. Who are the inferor officers? The chief clerks,
and all who may depend upon them. The gentlemen who form-
ed the conftitution would not, it feems, give to the Prefident
at all events the power of appointing thefe inferior ofhicers to
which that of removal is attached.

Sir, when I fet out with {aying that the conftitution is the pre-
cifelimit to the deliberations of this body, it may, atfirft view,
appear inconfiftent with what I have faid reflpeéting conftrutions,
But, Sir, I {aythat when athing is granted in general terms, that
which 1n its own nature is attached toit, muft go with it, with-
out particular explanation. Without this principle, Congrefs
could not execute the {yftem. To make this clear, the conititn-
tion authorifes the government to appoint {upreme and inferior
Judges. By natural and neceflary conftruction therefore, the le~
giflature may fay, how many judges there {hall be; how oftem
and where they fhall hold their terms, and what their falaries
fhallbe. Thefe are natural and fafe-conftruétions—But conftruc<
tions of every other kind are beyond the limits of the conftitutian.

Sir, I fhall trouble the committee no longer. I fhould not
perhaps havetroubled them fo long ; but on a matter of fuch great
importance, one which lies fo heavy on my mind, and for which
I am fo anxioufly concerned, I could not avoid exprefling my
fentiments fully. I am, Sir, frongly imprefled with the 1dea,
that the giving powers, which are not within the letter of the
conftitution, will be to the people a circumftance of alarm and
terror. [Daily Ad.]

Mr. Pacx obferved, that he had quite different ideas upon the
claufe in debate from gentlemen who fuppofed that it would en-
creale the refponfibility of the Prefident—He conceived that ma-
King the heads of departments dependent on him, would in a
great meafure, deftroy that refponfibility—It would encreafe
the number of his dependants who would all be interefted in {up-
porting his adminiftration, whether according to the principles
of the conftitution or not—and thus he would be hedged in on
every fide—and what then becomes of his refponfibility ? The
claufe of the conflitution which provides that officers fhall be
removed for high crimes and mifdemeanors, plainly includes all
thafe officers and crimes which itis contended for, to make the
Prefident the fole judge of.—The Senate is the bulwark of the fo~
vereignty of the States—They ought not only to have a voice in
the framing laws, but ought alfo to fee to the execution of thofe
l1aws.

The retaining this claufe in the bill, will excite tenfold cla-
s for amendments—It will be confidered as making the
dent an independent monarch.

Mr. Sepcwick: Itiscontended, that this queftion is already
{ettled by the conflitution—That the power which gives, is the
only power tosake away, is true, if the delegation of power {up-
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