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[TaursDAY, JUNE 25, 1789
b, B

the Bill for eftablifhing the TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

Deba

fe upe

Mr. PacE moved that thefe words * Who fhall digeft and report
}‘/“m for the improvement and management of the revenue, and for the
Jupport :/ t’ fhould be ftruck out of the fecond clauf
“of the ;v.H : He added fome ol*i-‘r*..\tmn‘ to fhew the impro-
priety of anyman’s being impowered to digeft plans of revem
or any oihtr for the Houfe : it was true, he faid, that fome fuc
officer as this did originate fuch plans and digefts in other coun-
tiies, but then it muft be remembered, that in England particu-
Iarly, the minifter was always a member of that Houfe, wher
money bills originated ; and that from thence he derived the righ
to interfere with, and bring forward his propofitions upon the
{ubjeét of revenue; but he hoped this Houfe would never perm:
the head of any department to carve out work for them, and in-
troduce anundue influence in the reprefentative body.

Mr. Benson obferved, that except this claufe is retained is
the bill, we fhall have no plans at all ; the perfon who is to fill thi
office, whoever he maybe, has no power by the claufe, to carry
any thing into effeét, he can only propofe. Theconcurrence of the
Houfe, the Senate and the Prefident, are neceffary to give efhcacy
to his plam' Should this claufe be 1‘t|uc:\ou1, it effe€tually defeats
the whele defign of the bill.

Mr. COODHL £ : Thismotion, Sir, I think is carrying jealou-
fytoa very ¢ \tr.l(\ldln'll‘\' length indeed ; that we fhould be afraic
f{o receive ll‘i()lﬂh.[l«)n fr()l‘] a n\ PL\("" \\l 0 l\ not a mc i\?h\r ol
this Houfe: this 1s as much as to fay, that wewill not receive any
light from without thefe doors upon the fubjeét of fimance : The
Secretary of the treafary, is the only perfon from whom we car
receive that information in all its extent, which this Houfe will{
peculiarly want. -

Mr. Pace replied, It is theduty of the membersof this Houfe,
to inform themf{elves upon this, and every other {ubjett;
mittee of finance may be appointed, who can report the neceffa-
ry plans, and then the bufinefs will originate where it ought.

I would afk, whether it it not evident, that an officer of this
defcription, will have:an undue influence and bias upon the mind
of the members, by having the power to introduce meafures int
the Houfe? Let the Secretary form his plans, and let them be in
troduced by a member; but I never will agree that an officer,
whois nota member, fhall be admitted into this Houfe with his
propofitions, to advocate, urge and enforce them upon us: I
will be found at laft, that the Houfe has but the name of legiflation,
and the power of originating money bills will be transferred tc
the Secretary, and like the parliaments of France, we fhall

called together to exercife only the power of regiftering ediéts
this may be called jealoufy, but I conceive it ' is the true languag
of the conftitution. I with for an energetic government; but ]
wifh for a permanent one; and I will never conlent to meafures

in the infancy of the government, which will weaken that effici-
ency byalarming my conftituents, by giving up any conftitu-
tional powers.

Mr. Ames: The gentleman laft fpeaking, appears to be ap
prehenfive ofan infrattion of the forms of the Houle: This deferv
confideration ; but this is not the queftion immediately before us
I conceive there are two principles which prefent themfelves te
guide the committee : The one, that the powers of this officer be
ufeful and efficient; and the other, that they fhould be fafe. The
firft enquiry then is, Whether this power will tend to general
utility, It the Secretary is to be prefumed to have the beit
knowledge of the finances of the country ; and1f this Houfe is de-
firous of d(‘hng upon the beft information, itfeems to follow lo-
gically, that he isto be confulted; and the beft mode will be, to

derive the information from him perfonally. It will not be de-

nied, that it will come within his province to have more accurate
hlu.s upon this fubjeét, than others who have no particular con-
cern 1n 1t

From the nature of his employment, he muft be fuppofed to
have a full and comprehenfive knowledge of the ftate of the fund
of the United States—the demands that will be made upon them
and the beft mode of conduéting them : He Will_be Fmrges 10

Vs d e adFay ULy
acquire this knowleehessmmtme=
l th 5 }\ 49 .uldnx e are of fuch a nature, that they mever ean

have Jmlxu- done them by public afiemblies : This isa misfortune,
which appears inde lmhbl\ attached to their very formation, The
interefts of finance are fo intricate, fo complicaied, and fo diffi-
culttoarrange, and the opinions of members fovarious and oppo-
fm that one man may gain more knowledge by one hour’s re-

lrh. thana pupul.u “affembly by an inveftigation for years.

The knowledge of a financier will be ve: y defirable: Our fi-
nances, rr,ml).n«d with thofe of all other countries, are in a cha-
otic ftate : I wifh to let ina little funfhine upnn them; and I
cannot but flatter myf If, that fuchan office will be eftablifhed,
as will put them in fuch a fituation, as that we fhall not be afha-
med of them.

uvlic cre

a com-

With refpeét to the danger apprchended,
from whence it is to arife: It is {faid,
an undue influence ;
not true?

I cannot conceive
that his opinion will have
but can he make that to be true, which is
Can he report untruths, which the Houfe cannot dc-
taét? Truth may come 1n opportune 1\, 1t may deftroy a favorite
h\ pothcfis—this truth we may want :
fluence can he poflefs over the m
and it is im pnﬂl ole that in a pub
fo improper an influence,
trigue,

What means of public in-
mbers? I can conceive

1€ communication, he can have
as he may derive from out door in-
and private converfation : It 1s therefore more fafe to re-

¢ of none;
1

ceive his communications publicly, than to give them to indivi-
dual members : It will eftablifh ‘a legiflative controul over U:ls
officer, toc 1llupon him to bring the details of his duty @

pun the
floor of the | 1

im ref-
and this is the
liged to appear

1
Houfe : If isa moft eff ¢tual way of making |
ponfible ; and will operate asa pr,\.x rful check ;
reaflon, ‘,n> the prime minifter of Britain is ol
on the oor of the Houfe of (_:m nons. In addution to this, the

ith the ftate of their money

people are hereby made _acquainted w
uw “CT1S.
Mr. Amesconcluded, by faying, that he hoped that gentlemen

would review their reafons for ftrikin rout the words, and not let
“0 unrea fz\al.rlm-ngmnu:'\ defeat the moft falutary regulations.

Mr. LivermoRrE ; Mr. Chairman, 1 am for triking out the
words 1 the claufe : T {uppofe that no perfon hasa right to make
lnnlu itions to the reprefentative body, who is not a member of

this Houfe ; This

1

.,m.ld introduce a (lm;vl(ms influence ; this
will make the members carelefs and indifferent about anattention
mth s neceffary and important part of their duty :
originate money x

The power to
ills is a lacred depofit, thatought not to be alie-
l.md or violated : Giving the Secreta y this right will make him
the fource from whence .|H fyftems of Finance and plans of Reve-
nue will pxz,uv.\l. The Congrefs, I remember, under the old
Confederation, had an Ordinance fimilar to this bill, and it was
then proper, as they had the power of removal ; but we fhall not
}mu this power, ac ordingto what has pailed

and therefore I give
1y affent to the motion for ftriking o1 1t thofe worc 5.

Mr. SEpcwick: Sir, it does
realize the objedt

s appear to mey that if we intend to
of this bill, thefe words muft not be firuck out :
A Cnmv(‘.\;«!u-n of the different plans of reve
States, lers tt highly neceflary to have
The m»rm:d t
neceflary th
€rs to guarc

in the f{everal
n officer of thiskind :
that will be ufed to defeat the Revenue, renders it
it there fhould bean r vefted with fuflicient pow-
1t : I cannot but think that the jealoufy \-.l'u‘ anti-
an undue Che inde pen-
(;'(!l‘ l'(f‘:;l!‘» H’;A YMVI 1O an l‘l‘(lﬂc (')Il;l"l]'
otthe Executive : If the plans which may be propofed, were

cipates influence, is not well founded :

Toufe will always be {

ways of neceflity to be adopted,
the nh;(é(mn s b

there would be fome weight in
plans are introduced into this Houfe,
our various ideas will caufe much time to be ¢ xpended, before @
current .\‘1[] be formed, in which the general opinion
Ido think it next to an impoflibilicy,
nany different members

111 fet.
t a popular affembly,
from diifere

compofed nl io ent States,
can be competent tutn'x\‘ a good fyftem of Revenue It 1safuk-
j<& which requires the clofeft application, the lonseft ftudy. and

[—90—]
the moft compichenf{ive view of things, to render a perion proper-
ly ‘dcqmu toit. We fha!l always find amazing delay in wait-
ing to colle&t the opinion of individuals, upon fo various ijgct
[ hupv,xhnelmm ('n words will compofe part of the bill.

Mr. Boupinot : Jealoufy, Sir, isv aluable under a proper di-
eftion ; but there is danger of carrying it too far: Let us Ln-\‘ulu
vhether to realize the obje&@ before us, the power of the Secret
ought not to extend thus far : We are referred to individuals I«)
nh')rm;)‘.:nn—A'.n:. 18, I conceivey giving upt 1e point. One of the
rand principles of the Conftitution ts the refpc nfibility of officers
1ow if fecret intelligence i$ obtained from this officer, and intro
luced here, it will deftroy that refponfibility, and will be pern
1ous and dangerous to the liberties of the United States : Wehav
eenthe incompetency of plans upon thefe principle: in the ind:
vidual States. This fecret information opens the doors to th
createlt impofitions and abufes. It istherefore neceflary that w

ould have
ormation.

It has been faid, that the Committee of the whole is the prope
wrce of enquiry : This, Sir, I can by no means acce deto. Tl
Mlembers when they come tm'(th( ry are under the controul of 1

11 prejudices, and muft be n mlr\vlh ignorant of many things ns
effary to be known, in order to form a wife decifion. Enormo
‘(p"ll‘CL‘ is continually accruing while  this l.inn\vh dge
ing. It will require fome perfon to be continually employed
his bufinefs ; his time, his.attention, and talents, muft all be d
voted s The fubjeét wili be a {cience, and his knowledge will |
bfolutely neceflary : I hope, Sir, the amendment will not tak
rlace.

Mr. HARTLEY was in favor of the motion for firiking out th
vords : The doétrine of the gentleman laft {peaking, proved to

uch : Thatone per{on fhould have more knowledge of the Fi.

w:\uth.\n all others, goes to fupercede the neceflity of legiflation
I'he claufe 1n the bill appears to me tooftrong. Iam w illing that
th u Houfe fhould draw information from this officer; but that n

hould have a ri ght to obtrude his fentiments here at p.m!luv, 1S 4
neafure produétive of a dangerous influence, and will be introdu-
cing an ’:‘“('(l intothe government, unknwwn to the Conftitution.

Mr. GErrY obferved, that if the doknne which he had heard
was eftablithed, [refering to the Secretary] it ought to be extend-
ed to all the other officers, and that they ought to be diftinguifhed
by a ribbon, or fome other badze, which none of the members o
rhe Houfe fhould have a rightto wear. He faid that the power

ontended for by fome gentlemen, neceflarily inc luded the 1dea of
riginating money bills : What 1s this officer to do ? Why, he is
l ) digeft .md report plans for the improvement of the Revenue :
f this does not comprize the p wer of originating money
s, I do not know what does : This will be inve efting the Pre-
ident with a moft alarm n y power. (3{‘ntl< men have dwelt much
m lt,f[)vvnﬁk\z}'(\ ; but wi 'l 1s the re (pvm‘.xln]:lv of this officer?
Does it mean that he thould be 1 fpoufible for a deficiency in the
Revenue ? Could he be refponfible for the effefts of a meafure
which he had only propafed ? Ishe to be impeached for an erro
n judgment ? This would be unprecedented : For what then
hould wegive him fuch an enormous power Bv fome doétrines
which have »m as if a gentleman would
e his re putation by oppofing this omnipotent officer ; for thefe
amearguments being uf d, whieh are now brought forward, when
+ plan of Revenue fhall be brought in by the Sccretary, the mem-
bers will be told, that they are not « ompetent to lml re of finances ;
that they came together with local views, and without any
knowledge ; that the fyftem propofed by the Secretary is the refult
of great ftudy and obfervation, and it 1s not proper to oppofe it.
lh's will preclude examination, and give an undue influence, and
from being told that it is his duty uﬂ!ual]', to bring i bills, they
will be told it is his duty officially to pafs them : The doétrine
omes tothis point, That it is impoflible there (hould be any ref-
ponfibility in acolle&ive body, and 1s to be found only in an in-
dividual : Authorife this officer to originate money bills, and
what becomes of that moft effential claufe of the Conftitution which

O she O obs i alia IoMTE L Thie sewrsald bomse wdussssing vins
umftance, and would raife a clamor among the people.

Mr. G erry added a few more obfervations, and concluded by
{aying, he hoped the power would not be ve ﬂu\ n any manwhat-
ever, to palm his plans upen the re prefentative body

Mr. LAurAaNCE When this fubjeét was l‘mlu confideration
before, there was no difficulty Sir, about gwing the power; all
the difficulty then rofe fromr the nnpmh‘“lll[) of ‘mdm 7a compe-
tent cha; nt(w to exercife the power : It wasthen coniended with

at zeal, that boards ought to have the preference : Since then,
Vl h‘“nn ih a wonderful difc overy has been made, and eve ry
member of the Houfe is found to pn{r fs this knowledge ; and we
are all com petent to forming g {yftems of finance and revenue, I
rejoice atthis difcovery! lml if gentlemen are competent to form
fyftems of revenue, they certainly will be ¢ apable of judgin g of
them ; they will be able to deteét the fallacy of a fentiment, and
will poffefs {uffic ient fagacity to difcover the impolicy of mea-
fures that may be mnpf\frd From whence then 15 the 1|l|ﬂ( rous
influence of this officer to arife » when all are competent to deteét-
ing his machinations? Gentlemen appear to confound terms. To
?""P""- 1snot to decide: He is not to decide for us :
formation is to be under the (unlmu] of the legiflature: Will gi-
ving a power to nunnml nd, be giving a power to determine?
They are certainly d liftin&, .and have no conne&ion, and yet,
rentiemen talk of dele gating a power to originate mouey bills. I
can conceive of no dangers When we have made it the bufinefs
of amanto acquire this knowledge, it will be valaable. s it
pmlnr,h that we can‘ever derive the neceflary information from
..“ me nl}’( s, \"'h') are not 1“|l\1in<|| Vs

T 1 " 4
;muth:cr, on whom we may ofiicially caill for this in

§ acqur

been advanced, 1t fhould fee

reneral

This in-

who are continually com«
ing and going? It has beena misfortune to the United St tes,
that an individual has not been ¢ ntrufted with this power : M.m\
of the States, feperately, have fuffered from the fame ¢ aufe; and
it 1s owing to this,
fuch a ftate of deran
reft is mechanical
out of

that the finances of the country are now in

gement. Take away this power, and all the
: ; geniusy abilities and judgment, are entirely
the queftion

“very member of this Houfe, has a rig

: ht to propofe a bill ; but
1t cannot be faid with ln'mlnl\.

that a bill 1s originated, till it
has been maturcd and made a fubjeét of difcuflion, by the affent

of the Houfe

t
Mr. GErrRY obferved, that ifthere was a perfon in the United
States, competent to this duty, he had not he ard of him: the
Houle (faid he) has however determined that they will have fuch
Sir, I would afk whether the information of this
Houfe would nut be fuperior to that of any mdivilual whatever ?
If fuch powers are m umnmd now, as are pmvu\‘ul to be given
this officery, what may we not ¢ xpect after he is (1“")111}1((1»’ I
\\'(mld ik ,1sa [)m\.r to digeft plans g:ving information?
his 1s a wonderful difcovery indec d' No \xr, an 'uﬂ"“nc will fol-
l)k\ and if we give .1".}' perfon a power to influenc e the determi-
loufe, do we not fo far de part tmm the confti-
erted to what Mr. Laurance faid refpecting
h if he 'm'.uﬂood the gentleman, (he
it a bill could be ori ginated, and not origina-
noment,

an officer:

n\r();"

'lnl(n]\( lI A»!
tution? He then ac
he originating Iy.l
faid) was{aying t}
ted, at the fame r

rved, that this

officer would be an auxiliary
}

Mr.
to the execut n x~prx's.n~"l\n"' they will be before
for their rejeétion or [')robﬁlmn hs could fee no dif.

he Ho i

ficulty in the bufine{s whatever.

words : He faid,
ifficer cannat be a check upon the
as the power of removal.
he power to digeft plar
tor

Mr. JACKsSON was 1n favor of the motion, for ﬂ!l[\lll" out the

the other parts of the bill are fufficient This

Prefident, as the Prefident

Iam w \“1 1g this officer fhould have

but never to report them, unlefs called

Mr. Frtzsimons moved, that the word report,
I

are inferted.

1 not conc ceive w here the danger
men apprehended :  The words ob; jeéted to

ed by 3 ]
palied by Congrefs, in

fhould be

ftruck out, and the word {

A 1
Mr. Mapison {

11d, . he cou

CQ in 1 ordinance

————————— R S

1782, in a fubfequent ordinanc
{ame pufuns are annexed to that board, as belo Nging to the of.
fice of finance, fothat this power nowex -xk s in the tlmim v bo
fo far asthat hasan exiftence. Thereisa pe o{libility that the p
er may carry fome influence, but let us <umu.nn this ‘with' the
danger that will accrue from the want of this power. I, my
pinion, there 1s more dm'nx of abad adm unl(m.m) fromt the
want of this power, than can refdlt from all the mﬂmnu which
the Secretary can create; more has refulted from the want of thig
fficer, th an from all other caufes. The geutleman (Mr. Gerryv )
ifks what 1s meant l;\ re lprmnmm‘ ? Tanf{wer, we fhalleftal blifk
1 refponfibility? There will be a refponfibily in point of repyta.
tion: a refponfibility to the public up\h on. Men of talents; ind
dift nétion, pay agreatre gard to pu blic opinion and fhg 1"uur'¢

public duties, for which their reputation is pledged ; they
vill take careto performx well : This officer upon this pringi ple,
vill take a great intereft in all laws that may pafs re lpLCtnw the
evenue, 1nd the duties of his department,

The communications from the Pre
»anied with aluficns to revenue, ©f the dobrine is true that (e
nake propofitions s to originate : the Frefident may
riginate money bills : It the principle of the
nitted, the Houfe will be abridged of the right,

Mr. Pace faid, asto the argument derived from the proceed.
ugs of the late Cong well known, th
ind the States accordingly rejeéted their doings,
e obferved, is a reprefentative, and therefore may claim the

zht of making propofitions : With re "w‘uf to the ( aufe
to be well di ritui muft be well fupported :
ficer into the Houfey, and thus an iofluence will be
which will finally deftroy both Houfe and Senate too.

Mr. TUCKER '\u!‘p'n'.d. that theamendment of
would amount to the

f Mr. }"."‘f':'nmn-,'
»e nugatory, without report was made in confequence: He was
therefore : ;’*ll\ﬂ it. 1 would afk, Sir, (faid he) whythis
ple, fhould not be inferted in :Pz" other two bills for eftablif
‘\ cutive departments ? Why {hould not the S¢ cretary for forei
1ffairs be called upon by the branchesto whn

¢ to eftablith 1 treafu Iy ‘7(,‘v>.» f

uf(

efident will 2 be accom-

i‘(‘ Q-“(l 10
gentlemen is ad.

reis—it 1s

had no power,
The Prefid

fame thing as the other ; asto prepare wolild
r ’ pref v

h he 15 particulariy
attached, to digeft plans for carrying the bulinefsof the d part-
mentinto execution? It would be «1‘mn ive to them, and 1v).,
he war department : Why then isthis Houfe tobe um.i(l red as
10t qualified to do theirduty ? but muft have plans digefted and
ported for us! If we are not competent to ourdaty, why do we
(it here ? If this principle 1isto be adopted, we fhall diveft our-
felves of all power and author ity whateéver :
place ourfelves under a mafter : We {hall become more and more
carclefs and inattentive to the bufinefs of revenue : We fhall more
and more confide in the judgment of the officer, |upw)m|
fyftems are uniform, till we
itate of our finances.
Mr.Suerman : It appearsto me, that this claufe is one of the
moft important in the bill: What is the duty here enjoined ? It
to devife methods for the beft arrangement of the revenue: This
requires great thought, refle¢tion, and calculation.—Let us refer
to Franc They had a financier who was difplaced ; but their a
fairs got plunged into fuch difficulties, that they have been obli-
sed to recal and reftore him.  This department1s pointed out in
the conftitution, and the Prefident may require the advice of the
officer. And though it lays with the legiflature to form laws for
the raifing of the revenue ; yet they will want the information,
that the fecretary may lay it before them, and it will lay with the
Houfe whether to Adivﬁpl it ornot. There will be no other obliga
tion than what arifes from the reafon and nature of things: The
more light and information there is, the better will the legiflature
be enabled to do their duty: What is every body’s bufinef,
nobody’s bufinefs. The gentleman (Mr. Gerry), fays there is no
p('rfun«]1!.“,!‘-‘(1 : I agree withhim: And there never will be,
except this ofhce is eftablithed. We have men,whom experience
will make equal to any in the world.
Mr. Mabison faid, Tam of opinion that the duty fhould be
revvateriy ajOlied 7 1 do not fear his influence: Iam more
afraid of ourown 1gnorance ; of our inftability and mil-informa-
tion. Theadvantageof a fingle man of abilities, will befuperior
to that of havingan hundred fuch men to perf mmt 1e {ame duty.
Upon the principle of fome gentlemen, we muft fhut our doors,
and not accept even the re ports of committees ; it lays with the
Houfe to rececive or 11“;'(} thefe plans : I the officer fhould ?".
fl‘iprh'«i to obtrude {uch as are unimportant upon the Houfe, the
Speaker may be ¢ .n:ﬂ d to keep them out of fight, or other me-
thods mray be devifed

Ve fhall eventually

become intirely ignorant of

DATUKL Y, |une y
The engroffed bill to eftablif h an executive department, to be
denominated the Department of War, was read a third time, and
paffed the Houfe,

.Mr. BoupinoTt of the committee appointed to confer with a
committee of the Se mate, on the fubje@ of amendments to the Im=
polt and Tonnage Bills, which amendments had been difagreed
to by the Houfe, re ported, That the committees had held a con-
ferrence, and hdd .mud to recommend an accommodation oo
fome of the points in dxh)“w

Refpeéting the Impoft Bill, the following amendments were
then taken into confideration and agreed to.

To reduce theduty on Rum, of Jamaica prN\(, from 15 to 10
cents, pr. !

gallon.

The diicriminating claufe, lay ing a lefs duty on Rum ‘m["md

from States or }\.IIL.AUIH\ in treaty \\Hh the United States, to be
ftruck out; and the duty on all
duced from 12 to 8 cents.

To reduce the duty on Beer, Al
i cafks, from 8to 5 cents,

[pirits, below ]Jn‘\dlfd pmof,

>, Porter, or Cyder, imported
d

To reduce the duty on Beer, Ale, Porter, or Cyder, 1mport
in bottles, from 25 tO 20 cents.

To reduce the duty on coal from 3to 2 cents.

Refpetting the Tonnage Bill, the following amendments Were
agreed to.

That inftead of wholly ex« luding foreign fhips from the coaft-

ing trade, they might be :Ill]n(h d n it unll‘r certain reftri iétions.

That all ﬂ'ﬂp\ lhx!l[ within the United States, and afterwards the

property of | r. ton.

oreigners, thould not »ay more than go cents pr
I te t0

The Houfe Hu’n took up the next amendmeut of the S¢
ftrike out xl.: difcriminating claufe. This gaveTife to fome con-
verfation, when, on t‘n queftion to ftrike out the claule, the houi®
divided : Aves 2 s 26

J0UTN :.1'.

Moxpay, Jun
The committee to whom was referred the bill to
colletion of the revenue,

late

hi wa
l{.)l)h(d hich W

ead, and referred to a committee of the whole, to be taken
confideration to-morrow.

A meflage was received from the Senate, informing, that they
had acceded to the amendments laft p!/vpra{v.l by the H'v”"":’
the bill, laying an impoft on goods, res and merchandife, 1m=
ported into the U nited States: The .nu-‘ta‘\' then delivered in
the bill.  [This bill has pafled both Houfes. ]
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