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yature of Indian affairs, I have been filent upon
this occafion—but, Sir, it is becaufe I have no

opinion of Indian treaties—and I hope that if |

we vote any fum more than fufficient to {upport
the Commitfioners, and feed the Indians, while
the treaty is holding, that it will be embezzled ;
for I confider it as the worft kind of policy, to
fpend a large fum of money in making prefents
to thofe favages; it never produces any folid ad-
vantages, but conftantly theveverfe. The Indi-
ans have reduced war and treaties to a {yftem of
commerce and traffic. By giving them prefents,
we make them {trong to fall upon our defence-
lefs frontiers ; and it has often been found to be
the cafe, that the arms and ammunition which
they have received at a treaty of peace, have
been employed to the deftruction of the donors :
the fum of 20000 dollars, 1 think, will be large
enough.—I hope we fhall concur with the fenate.

M. MooRrEg was in fentiment with Mr. ScorT ;
he reprobated the fyftem which had been adhered
to, of making prefents to the Indians.

Mr. BarLpwin f{aid, in anfwer to Mr. Scor,
that the gentleman’s obfervations are of 2 general
nature ; the fuperintendant of Indian affairs, and
the fecretary at war has made a ftatement, and
it is to be {uppofed upon the beft information he
can obtain ; if thisis defective, if it is too much,
let the particulars be pointed out in which the
excefs lies: His eftimate ftates that 25000 dol-
lars are requifite for holding treaties with the
fouthern tribes; if this provifion is intended to
defray the expences of holdingtreaties with both
northern and fouthern Indians, it appears demon-
ftrable, that we fhall fail for want of the means
of effecting our object, in both.

Mr. SumpTeEr obferved that the number on
which the eftimate is founded arofe from mifin-
formation: So large a number is not ncccﬂ:n') :

fuch a number will not be aflembled ; they can-

not be provided for, they would run a rifk of

fuffering very much: Ihave no doubt Sir, that the
bufinefs may be well done without aflembling
fuch a number, and it wi// be well done if we do
not make too large provifion. T hope we fhall
fupport the dignity of the United States, and let
thofe Indians know that treaties in future fhall
not be violated withimpunity ; that we will treat
with them upon generous and reciprocal terms ;
that while we guard them from depredations from
our frontiers, they fhall ftri¢tly obferve the ftipu-
lations on their part. Some trifling prefents may
be neceflary, the cuftom is of long ftanding ; but
extravagant and proipfe prefents I am oppofed
to; theyare unncccﬂfu“y. The fum of 20000 dol-
lars, Icthink will be fufficient.

_Mr. Ba LDWIN’s motion being put, was nega-
tived.

The amendment of the fenate was then agreed
to. Adjourned.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22.

Several petitions were read and laid on the table.

Reprefentations from the citizens of Treuton,
in New-Jerfey, York-Town, and Lancafter, in
Pennfylvania,were prefented to the Houfe,ftating
the advantages they poflefs in foil, climate, fitua-
tion, population, cultivation and buildings ; and
proffering their refpective towns 'with the cir-
cumjacent territory, of ten miles, to Congrefs,
for the permanent feat of the federal government.

The amendments to the Conftitution as al-
tered and agreed to by the Houfe, were read.

Mr. Tucker then propofed the following a-
mendment in fubftance : That Congrefs fhall not
exercife the power of levying directtaxes, except
in cafes where any of the States fhall refufe, or
neglect to comply with their requifitions.

Mr. Pace faid, although I wifh the way may
be always open for every member of . this houfe
to propofe amendments to the Conftitution—yet
as the bufinefsis fo far completed with refpectto
the report of the committee, I think it will be beft
to proceed and finifh this report, and in the mean
time refer this to the felect committee of eleven.

Mr. Tucker : I hope, Sir, the propofition will
be attended to at the prefent time—as the houfe
15 upon the fubject, and confiderable progrefs is
made, this amendment may be added with eafe,
if it thould be a i finifth

greed to—I think it beft to
the whole bufinefs now Congrefs has it before

them.
Mc. Jackson oppofed the propofition : Thope,
c

ir, that the experience we have had will be fuf-
ficient to prevent Congrefs ever divefting them-
felves of this power—T'his experience forcibly
points out the impropriety of adopting thisamend-
equifitions upon feveral States it is well

> made feveral years fince, remain un-
with to this day; and 110 inducements
can ever be fuppofed to be fafficiently
to induce fo univerfal a compliance
juifitions, “as to fecure the public gobd,
a {enfe of common danger, war, and the facili-
a paper medium were not {uffi-

)

But this plan of requifitionsis preg-
difficulties of various kinds—it will ex-

g
ounfies—infurredtions—and civil war, dif-
ve the Union, and expofe us to the contemptand
of foreign powers: For if this power is
5, vou diveft tl

G
yalion

he United States

o the Union, or provid-

!

ine for the exiftence and continuation of the go-
\'é;szx;\:':x . :

Mr., LivErmore fupported the motion: He
faid, itis more important than all that has been
aoreed . to : This is an amendment to {fome pur-
p:;i'c, and which a number of 11‘? States have par-
ticularly called for : W ithout fome to more pur-
pofe is held out to the people, thatl have the ho-
nor to 1'Cpx‘(‘ib11r,tl\cy will confiderthefe as a mere

. . g e e
mufketo bite—they will not give a pinch of inufi

for them all.

Mr. PacE obferved, thatthis propofition is one
about which the warmeft friends to amendments
have differed in opinion : Some of them have en-
tirely ceafed urging it, and others have become
the moft ftrenuous advocates for the reverfe ; and
now fay thatthe government ought never to give
up this power : Formy part, experience has fully
evinced that no dependence can be placed upon
requifitions : If in a time of war, and when we
made paper money by lm}_;ihc;ul‘» full, they were
difregarded, I have no expectation that any de-
pendence in fature can be placed in them—I fhall
therefore be :19};111\1& the propofition.

Mr. Gerry moved, that it be referred to a fe
leét committee.

Mr. Tucker objected to this motion, he faid
the fubject of amendments is {till open—as the
report of the committee is not yet completed.

Mr. GerrY advocared the object of themotion ;
but he did not think that object fully compre-
hended in the motion now before the houfe : He
then entered intoa general difcuffion ofthe quef-
tion, and pointed out the confequences of the ex-
ercife of this power by the general government,
as involving the annihilation of the State govern-
ments.

Mr. Tucker : I donot fee the argumentsin fa-
vour of giving Congrefs this power in fo {trong a
light as fome gentlemen do: It will be to erect
an imperium in imperio; which is always confi-
dered as fubverfive of all government. When-
ever Congrefs fhall exercile this power, it will
raife commotions in the ftates ; whereas the mode
of requifitions will operate in fuch an eafy way,
by being confonant to the habits of the people,
that the fupplies will be fooner realized into the
public treafury in this, than by the other mode.
Much timé muft be fpentin forming a uniform
fyftem of taxation, which fhall operate equally
and juftly through all the States; if it is poilible
to form {uch a fyftem.—Itis faid that requifitions
have not been complied with in former times ; but
itis to be expected that there will notbe fo much
difficulty in future. The requifitions will be great-
ly diminifhed by reafon of the fupplies from the
impoft; befides, fhould any of the States not
comply, they will in that cafe be liable to the ex-
ercife of the power of Congrefs in the very heart
of fuch States as are delinquent; this power
would be fo difagreeable, that the dread of it
would ferveto ftimulate the States to an immedi-
ate and prompt compliance with the requifitions.
This amendment is propofed by feveral of the
States, and fome of the moftimportart ; and for
this, and other reafons which have béen offered,
I hope the amendment will be adopted.

Several methods of difpofing of this queftion
for the prefent were propofed,but the motion for
its lying on the table being put and negatived,
Mr. ParTrRIDGE, referring to his inftructions,
was folicitous that this amendment fhould not be
too fuddenly decided upon, moved the previous
queftion, which was negatived.

Mr. SEpcwick obferved, that he believed he
felt the force of the inftructions from his conftitu-
ents which they ought to have upon his mind,
and ro as great a degree as other gentlemen; bnt
Sir, faid he, a government entrufted with the
freedom, and the very exiftence of the people,
ought furely to poflefs, in the moft ample mauner,
the means of fupporting its own exiftence ; and
as we do not know what circumftances we zay be
in, mnor how neceflary it may be for Congrefs to
exercife this power, I fthould think it a violation
of the oath I have taken to fupport this conftitu-
tion, were I now to vote for this amendment.

Mr. SuerMAN obferved that if congrefs thould
exercife this power, the taxes would be laid by
the immediate reprefentatives of the people ; nor
\\'oﬂz;ld there be any necefiity for adopting one u-
niform method of collecting direct taxes: The
feveral ftates may be accommodated by a refer-
ence to their refpective modes of taxation.

: 'l"‘hc queftioh upon the paragraph being called
for from all parts of the houfe, the ayesand noes
{ftand thus : %

AYES.

Me(frs. }',n‘.'!\e——('0]c:j——Ho_\'d—(jl‘our-— Hathorn
—Livermore—Van Ranfelacr—Sumpter—Tucker
—9.

NOES.

Meffrs. Ames—Benfon—Brown---Cadwallader
—Carroll---Clymer---Fitzfimons—-Fofter—-Gale
_(,c-rr_v—()'ilm:111-—(:'00([]111@-»-Hartlcy---Hciﬁcr
— Jackfon—- Laurance—-Lee—-Madifo n—-Mat-
thews—-Moore—Muhlenberg—-Page— Parker—
Part '.’i(lgc~.'w'hurcm:m—ﬂcouJ—.'x'edgaic}\———Sem-V
;Af%l‘.c‘ nan—Sylvefter—Sinnick{fon—-Smith (M')
- Smith (S.C.) —-Smnc---Sturgcs—'I‘h:ucher—
Trupbull—Vining—Wadfworth-— 39.

i SEPRS SRR
propofed fome other amend-

Mr. Tucker ther

ments, from thofe propofed by the {late of
Carolina ; which were feverally nc.:g;‘“k:d'

Mr. GErrY propofed the two following, vi;
Congrefs fhall not eftablifhany u::up'.zny‘;r (»U,,‘_
panics of merchants with exclufive 1)1{\‘11?”,‘, )
I'he other to prohibit the officers of the
government from accepting any title Ofl?ob
tvl'(l!]l 'JH)' 1(){'L'i(oll 130'\\";"‘.
gativ ed.

Mr. BEnson introduced a refolution to this
purport : i{clk)_l\ ed by the houfe of rcp;-cfem,;_
tives of tl}(* Lvm.tcd States in Congrefs :111?:mb1ea,
that thg 1(;110}\\'1.ng un‘.cnd':ncx}:s to the conftipy.
tion of 1‘u'c ngcd States having been agreedto
by two thirds of both houfes, be fubmitted to the
egiflatures of the feveral ftates; which wheg
ratified in whole or in part by three fourths of
faid legiflatures, fhall be valid to all intentsan(
purpofes as parts of faid conftitution. Thisre.
folution was referred to a committee, confifting of
Mr. BEnNsoN, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr. SEE(‘,.
wick, who were directed to arrange the faid 5.
mendments, and report.

Mr. GoopnvuE moved that the report of the
joint committee on the adjournment be made the
order of theday on Monday next: Pafled in the
affirmative.

The committee on the part of the houfe ap-
pointed to confer with the fenate on their a.
mendment to the treafury bill being called on
to report, Mr. Mapison reported verbally,
that the committee had et and conferred upon
the fubject ; that the members on the part of the
{fenate {ta ed the reafons on which their amend-
ment was founded ; which not being fatisfaGory
to the committee on the part of the houfe, they
then fubmitted certain propofitions to the com.
mittee of the fenate, who on their part offered
none: Mr. Mapison further reported that it is
the opinion of the committee on the part of
the houfe, that it would not be beft for the houfe
to recede from their difagreement.

A petition was prefented from the inhabitants
of the town of Alexandria, fetting forth thata
certain claufe in the colleétion bill operates un-
equally upon the citizens of that port, and pray-
ing for alteration therein. Laid on the table.

Adjourned.

’ ¥ i“ry
Thefe were both .

MONDAY, AUGUST 24.
A memorial from the inhabitants of George Town, on Patov-
was introduced by Mr. Carr o, which being read, wast-
fered, with a petition from the inhabitants of Alexandria,to a
ommittee, confifting of MeflrsCarror, LEE, and GoobrUE.
Mr. Map1son prefenteda petition from Joun Hur 1, aCuar
LAIN in the late Southern army, which was read and lud o
the table, ¢
Mr. Fitzsimons of the committee appointed to bringin a
bill for eftablifhing the falaries of the officers in the executive de
partments, brought in a report which was read the firft time.

mac,

The falaries propofed in the bill are as follow :

To the Secretary of the treafury. 5000 Dollars.

Secretary of foreign affairs
Secretary of the d
Comptroller
Auditor
Treafurer
Regifter
Superlntend
Governor of the Weftern Territory
Afliftant to the fecretary of the Treafury

yartment of war

nt of Indian affairs

Chief clerk to thefecretary of fore dl'e 800
fairs )
Chief clerk in the war department 600

nted to arrange the amendments agreeaio

The committee appo :
by the houfé,and to prepare a refolution as a pre amble to {h(' ame
The refolution is the fame brought 1n yefterday—
asaccepted. The amendmentsas arran red were thenread.
The order of the day on the report of the J\)l}\:Ll_)n”nluffml.‘ll
.!(ll'llﬂll'”f'“[ was ]‘\'J‘,V"’l t”'v 1 Lo

Mr. Vinine was oppofed to taking up this report: H”(’[\“"'
ved, that it appeared abfurd to go intoa difcuffion of the ‘i“”}“’j
at this moment—it would neceffarily involvea great \‘l‘.!‘.‘ofdfbm
and lofs of time, and would counteraét the objett ol';‘(‘n'»‘lf]mf“ ol
jeéts were yet nndcc:u«--“’h“‘:‘
He moved

made r¢ port :
which v

tirely,while fo many important fi
muft be attended to and finifhed, previous toa recefs :
for a poftponement, in order to take up the Treafury Bill "

Mr. HAr T EY obferved, that the gentleman’s rcm:rkxluml.::
ed the beft argument for coming to a determination upon ‘1‘
adjournment at the prefent time, as it was the b ft way to£8lte
the attention of the houfe to the effentials, which claimed thet
immediate notice and decifion.

Mr. Sepcwick advocated taking up the 1 [be
He contended that it would expedite the public bufinels, an i
obferved) his obfervation was founded on experience ; when £&
time is once fixed, and gentlemen are fully 1m)>f('|r"‘x \\yh:\:
importance of difpatching bufinefs in a given time, he had hf\vi"i‘
as much tranfa€ted in the affembly of Maflachufetts 1n ONE il
He further 0%
that $¢
ot docs

o
report mmeal

and as well done as had been before in THREE.
{ferved that many gentlemen were anxious to go vh"‘“t;
fickly feafon was approaching, and that if an fld]““‘r"“” 1l pro-
not:take place, the members will be thinned off fo that 102 :g.[:.‘f
bability a much lefs number than the prefent will be leftto @
bufinefs.

Mr. ViniNc’smotion was withdrawn.

]
- 0 was with . Relved,
Mr. Maprson propofed the following refolution, viz R

o s Qent, NEXh
That when this houfe does adjourn on the —— of S¢f
they will adjourn to the firt Monday in December next. il
! Y S : iod
Mr. ScoTT objeted to this: He faid it wastoofhortap e

1 + the extr
it would not admit of the members who lived at the -
by thetif

parts of the Union going home and returning agais b}
mentioned. - Liour®
Mr. Liv Er mor E alfo objefted to it; and p”‘[’om‘l to 28y
on the Firft day of September. :
Mr. GoopuvuE faid,that he believed, that gcn:'.c{ncn W  Jiourf
of adjourning thefirft of September, did not wifh for “"Y‘ﬂ‘,m%‘-
ment at all : He contended for a fhort adjournment 2$ Pr.l -:’]1;:
by ther efolution : Some relaxation from bufinefs1s nllce’flr)n;
alfo expedient to confult our conftituents : Some 9’_]%”“1;:,%,
be neceffary in the laws we have enafted : We Cd‘}’J“““ﬂ) ‘1_!.)-(&]H
that nece Hn'y from obfervation, and converfation in OuI relf
States, il
Mr. Ames {fupported the motion, and pmpo(cd to fillt
with 22d which was carried in the affirmative. { adjour™
Mr. SumrTER objefted to the {hortnefs of the time OF 2550 )

== g : £ ted (fai
ment : The bufinefs now before us cannot be UV”‘P]([ efs
lace : The rece®

ived from cOm=™

ho talked

e blaok

if we may judge by what has already taken p
be fo fhort, that none of the advantages to be der




