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ought to be fixed for the permanent refidence of
th; General Government, as near t!le centre
oF i‘Oi’*‘l:“iU”’ w ealth, and extent of territory
as 1S w“{l[tcn{. with th.c convenience of the At-
Jantic navigation, having alfo due regard to the
weftern territory. He then moved to make this
the order of the day for T hurfday next.

Mr. SHERMAN objec¢ted—he gbic‘rve(! that the
poufe hasas much important bufinefs before them,

as they can 1)01'1.11)]",' difpatch \Vlfl!()}l[ entering on
this. Neither 18 the government in pofleffion of

refourcesat prefent for th‘.c eftablithment of a fe-
deral town. He therefore moved th'tit the fe-
cond Monday in l)o.sccmbcr next l.w«: afligned for
wking this matter into conixdpmnou. : :

Mr. HarTtLEY. I hope, Sir, the motion 'wx]l
Prevail. Licmlclync‘ny\vhn live near z\'.cw.-\'ork
may perhaps be fatisfied to pnih')m‘\‘c this 1ubJ<_ECL
for ten or a dozen years : 'ﬁul "uitu.‘c to the in-
habitants of this city requires that it fhould be
foon fertled. Theyare going into large expen-
ces for erecting a palace for the Prefident, and for
other objects ; it: the p}'Cfmanion, on which r.;h%s
roject 1s founded, is not well gr:)umlcd,. it 1s
jujf and proper that they fhould be undcccw_e(l.
Aregnrd for their interefts therefore requires
that we fhould let them know what they are to
depend upon.—He ;11('9 obferved ‘ch:}t. (()lllC:lFt(‘ll—
ton ought to be paid to the petitions of the
people rcfpcuing a permanent ig‘:lt.

Mr. Burk - fuggeited thatit will be doing great
injuftice to the fouthern {tates to fix on fo early
a day in the next feflion, as it is not probable that
the members from thofe ftates will be then pre-
fent.

Mr. Firzsimons faid the prefent is the moft
proper time to determine Lhis‘_ buﬁnc!'s. Thereis
jow a pretry full reprefentation ; Itis not proba-
ple that at any future time, there will be fo great
a number collected, certainly not at any period
ina winter fefion. It is true there is. much im-
portant bufinef{s before Congrefs : But what more
mportant than the fubject propofed. It isa
queltion about which people are much‘agu‘ltcd.
Asto the expence, that is anafter confideration.
The prefent object is only to fixon the place.—
Whether the removal is to be made this year or
next is a diftinét bufinefs.

Mr. SnerM 1N faid, that he moved the fecond
Monday in December,merely to accommodate the
gentlemen who are prefling. It is evident that
we all have too little time thisfeafon. Ifthe gen-
tleman from Sonth-Carolina thinks it too early
aday for the fouthern members, I am willing to
agree tol a more diftant time. ;

Inaddition to the arguments for deferingthis
matter, there is another important confidera-
tion. The Union is not yet complete. North-
Carolina and Rhode-Ifland have not yet a voice
—Itis fappofed it will not be long before thofe
ftates willbecome meinbers of the Union.

Mr.Surta (S. C.) moved, that the firft Monday
in January next, fhouldbe afligned for the taking
up this {ubje¢t—He was oppofed to going into it
at prefent, and enumerated feveral refons to fhew
that the other bufinefs could not be put off. The
judiciary bill is prefling, and has been the order
of the day for feveral weeks. The funding of
the public debt is alfo important, and is earneitly
expected. It is of little confequence, he faid,
here the dauty which the houfe owe to their con-
fituents is executed,provided it is done, and done
totheir fatisfaction.

Mr. ScorT obferved, that a principle of the
Union in which we are bound is the principle of
reciprocal and equal juftice.—The queftionnow
before the houfe is a grand link in the chain of
the federal fyftem. The peace of the United
States depends as much on this as on any other
queftion which can come before Congrefs. An a-
doption of fome fach meafure is a piece of juftice
flue to the extremities of the continent. It be-
Ing therefore a point with them, and a point of
Juftice too, I cannot conceive how any gentleman,
who has the good of the country at heart can op-
pofe i,

The refolution holds out this generalidea,that
the federal government cught to be fixed at that
ph_ce which is moft central with refpect to popu-
lation and territory, having an equal regard to
the A_tlnmic and weftern p{n't of the union. No
Man in the weftern country ever withed any thing
further than that when the central line between
the northern and fouthern extremities was fixed,
Co_ﬂgr_efs fhould eftablifh their feat as far back on
Wis line, as the conveniency of maritime com-
merce would allow. %

It!””k. lh.c people have a right to demand this.
Vol[vgsllf‘ii;lflcny)]c is admited the fubject cannot in-

Much debate.
Th}s 15 a favorable moment to fettle the great
q;leﬁlon Wwhich has agitated the mafs of the peo-
Ic’:ngoir ff;everalA years. We may bc- aﬂ'%u'e(l that
. 18T€ls at this time poflefles all their virtue and
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:I}llzoccaef’;c.c't.b“t it is tobe feared that will not be
Mio: ’: l{tui‘c : Congrefs are now clear o.f.alll
gt ',mn{ ]ﬂn (lc[hnnc as poflible of the fpirit
- 4 dr}i\"e t(l ocal views. Ina ‘hlrm'e‘day f:\cnon
pc; place '1]('1 government ta fix on 10111?' 1mpro-
this ; eit‘{c‘-ml one of two events will refult from
after exp Ithey will bc‘()bhged‘;lg;uu to remove

*Pending great fums of money on this

[—=i59—]
imprudent eftablifhment, or the union will be
diifolved.

Mr. LivErmorE faid that the two houfes hac
come to a refolution to adjourn next month.—
Many weighty matters are {till before the Legifla-
ture. How much time a difcuflion of this fub-
ject will require, is uncertain. It may eugrofs
a great deal, and there is danger of its producing
that animofity and party {pirit, ‘which the mea-
fure itfelf propofes to guard againft. Letus firt
finifh the organization of government, and the
performance of thofe important duties which the
public anxioufly expect of us.

I do not underftand, faid he, that any gentle
man is uneafy in his prefent fituation. I havc
heard no complaints. Congrefsare well accomi-
modated in this city. There may be other places
to be fure, in which they might find accommoda-
tions, but I believe both the citizens of New-
York, and the members of the Legiflature are
mutually fatisfied—I havenot heard of any me-
morial from the former requefting us to remove—
Many parts of the country indeed feem to be in
a fever to have us withthem ; efpecially the State
of Pennfylvania—Carlifle, Lancafter, York town,
German-town, and Reading have fent us abun-
dance of petitions, fetting forth their various ad
vantages, and we wifh that they may enjoy them.
If they are pleafantly fituated and have plenty
of fith, we areglad to hear ir.

I cannot fee any reafon for poftponing all our
important matters in order to confider this—If
we can difpatch all thefe matters by next {pring,
and the roadsfhould be fo impaflable, that we
{hould not be able to get home, I fhall be for ta-
king it up.

He then obferved, that the idea of a permanent
feat is not itfelf ftrictly true. As population in-
creafes; and as men of new principles and views
take theirfeatsin Congrefs, this permanent feat
may be altered at pleafure—It is certainly wife
in congrefs to be economical—It is always found
avery expenfive thing to remove.—And the finan-
ces of the country are not at prefent a lequate to
many new expences—A great variety of objects
are neceflary to be raken into view in fixing the
feat of government, befides the wathematical cen-
trality—The healthinefs of the fituation is a capi-
tal circamftances to be attended to.

Mr. Scot T objected to the cavalier manner in
which he thought the gentleman treated the fub-
ject.

Mr. Jackson fuid the exiftence of the Union
depends onthis fubject. The placeof the feat of
government is important in every view. It may
be compared to the heart in the human body ; it
is a center from which the principles of lite are
carried to the extremities.

It is indifferent to me whether the febject is
determined now or next {eflion, but I think it beft
that the motion fhould lie on the table.

Mr. Stone obferved that this will be a very
important bufinefs, and it is neceflary to be ex-
tremely cautious inconductingit. ' I know of no
queftion which will have fuch a tendency to pro-
duce heats and divifions which arife chiefly fiom an
indifcreet mode of condudting matters of thiskind.
I am glad to fee the temperate fpirit with which
the houfe has fet out, and I wifh it may continue.
No queftion will fo fully try the temper of this
body as the prefent.

I'he queftion was then taken on Mr. SmiTH’S
motion, and was loft—Ayes 21—Noes 30.

M:. Ames I wouald afk,S:7, 1t the uriginal motion is not incon-
filtant with the refolution of the houfe to adjourn on the 22d of
September ? A committee, {aid he, has been appointed to report
the bufinefs of the prefent fefion. Thne cothmittee reported, and
fo much of that report was accepted, as related to the time of ad-
journment. It feems to me therefor:, that the-propofition to take
up this {ubjet at the prefent time, 1s fuperceded I am confident
that itis inconfiftent with that determination: It will become
neceflary therefore to refcind that determination, and whether
that will be done or not; muft depend on the difpofition of the
Scnate. If they fhould not concur, the L giflature will be obliged
to leave the moft important bufinefs unfinifhed.

I connot {upprefs fome emotions of {urprize that gentlemen can
bring forward queftions which have not for their objcét the com-
plete orgamzation of the government. The government yet lies
proftrate and inanimate; and inftead of infufing life into it,and
giving it motion; we have been in the firft place altering our con-
it tution, AIIhl now wearc g()\l\:" mnto a h)nbdlicuﬂ‘l')n to dﬂ.[f’fnllil(‘
where we fhall fit.

f the gentleman’s motion 6nly involved a few abftraét propo-
fitions, it would ftill be uncertain how difficult their decifion might
be. Butwere I a ftranger I fhould apprchend, from the manner
in which the motion ha: been introduced, that 1t would be a quel-
tion agitated with as much acrimony as any whatever.

I have obferved that even on the moft trifling queftion it is ex-
tremely difficult to obtain unanimity. What then muft be the
divifion on a queftion, whichy geatlemen have faid, concerns the
exiftence or peace of the umon! I believe it will involve as
many paflions as can refide in the humanheart. Every
principleof local intereft; of pride and honor, anfl even of patrio-
tifm 1tfelf are engaged I am willing to pledge my felt to the
gentleman, that it the good of the union requires that the feat of
government {bould be fixed at Plttﬂ)urgh, I will vote for it. - But
1 muft now vote for poftponing the buhinefs. It is not enough to
determine where the feat of government ought to be, but itis
ncceflary to prepare the public mind to agree with ours in the
decifion of queftions of this magnitude. Our reafons ought to be
made public, and they ought to be the reafons of the public,

When I left my conftituents, I did not contemplate this bufinefs
nor have I yet formed my own opinton, When I do, I pledge
myfelf that it (hall not {fpring from local or felfi . principles.

“The gentleman has brought forwgrd l‘h:s fubjeét as a very im-
portantone. As fuch we will confiderit. If it were to deter-
mine merely the centre of mattery it might be fettled in a fhort
time—If we are to reprefent the oaks and mountains—If the acres
of the United States are to be reprefented, a few day's of calcula-
tion may determine it.

I am of opinion that the centre of our government fhould be a
centre of convenience and utilityy that the heart fhould be fo

placed as to propel the blood to the extremeties, with the moft
juitable and eafy motion. I-would place the head of th
vernment, where it might guard moft effeftualy the extremes,
rotelt the weak parts. It is my wifh that the territory now {u
¢t to the laws of the Union may continuc fo, and that the
vernment may be fo fituated as to ufe its force with
tsge to enfure the prefervation of. the Union, and obedience to its

the beft advan-

rentleman from Conneéticut has rightly faid that the States
Sarolina and Rhode-Ifland fhould have a voice in this

ulineis.

I would not impute unworthy motives to the gentleman who
ntroduced the motion ; but I would afk him, whether the world
t large fhould not be equally convinced of their purity ; whether
n juftice to himfelf, the public mind fhould not be better prepa-
red for the occafion. I am not convinced that our government

ftill fo i1l cemented and fo feeble, could ftand the fhock of fuch a
neafure, and therefore I moft ardcntly depricate the event. :

The queftion for making this bufin-{s the order of the day for
I'burfday next, was carried. Adjourned. [DaiLy Abv x.]

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28.

Mr. Fitzsimons prefented a lengthy memorial from the pub-
lic creditors of the State of Peunfylvania, which was read and
laid on the table.

Mr. TrumsuLr prefented amemorial from the ~-ommanders of
he Packets, which ply between New-York, and Newport and
Providence in Rhode-Ifland, refpcéting the hardfhips which they
uffer by reafon of that State’s being confidered out of the Union.

A letter from the Governor of South Carolina, addrefled to the
Speaker, inclofing an account of the exports of that State from
December, 1787, to December, 1788, was read

The report of the committee on the memorials from the mer~
chants of Geotge-town and Alexandria, wastaken up; and accept-
d, and the fame committee ordered to bring ina bill for the re~
liet of the memorialifls.

In committee of the whole, on the bill for eftablifhing the fa-
aries of the officers in the executive departments, their afliftants,
and clerks.

The committee agreed upon-the following falaries, viz.
To the the Secretary of the Treafury, 3500 Dollars:

{ir

of State, 3000
of the War Department,
To the Comptroller, - -
Auditor, - - ~
Treafurer, - -

Regifter, - -
Governor of the Weftern Teritory, in—?
cluding the emoluments of Superin-

tendant of Indian Affairs,
Afliftant to the Secretary of the Treafury, 1500
Chief Clerk to the Department of State, 8oo
Chief Clerk to the Department of War, 6oo

Secretary of the Weftern Territory, 750
Principal Clerk to the Comptroller, 8oo
Chief Clerk to the Auditor. 600

Three Jucges of the Weftern Territory, 8co dol. each:

To the Clerks which may be employed in the {everal depart-
ments, not to exceed g50dollars each

The commuttee having gone through the bill,withamendments,
the fame were reported to the houfe, and accepted. It was then
ordered, that the bill be engroffedfor a third reading to-morrow.

The committee appointed for the purpole, brought in a bill to
{nfpend for a time, the operation of a claufe in the colleétion law,
agreeably to the report on the memorials from Alexandria, and
George-town, which was read the firft time.

Mr. Crymer had leave of abfence for a few days—and Mr.
Sturces tothe end of the feflion. Adjourned.

Mr. FENNO,
Certain interefling reprefentations prefented to an Hon. Affembly gave
rife to the following, which pleafe to publifh, Yours, P: Q.
WHEREAS it is of confequence,

Congrefs fthould fix its refidence—
That feat of honor and renown,
Yclept long fince the *¢ Federal town ;
The people of this pleafant borough,
From a conviétion juft and thorough;
That there’s no other fituation,
Can equal this in all the nation ;
Your honors do moft humbly pray,
To make it your abode for aye.

”

Nature provideth here {fo ample,
We only can feleét a fample
Of what this bleffed place affords,
Enough to tempt a Houfe of Lords!
Where’er you turn your wond’ring eyes;
Ten thoufand pleafing profpeéts rifc!
The ftreams meandering thro the vales,
““ BLUE HILLS,” whofe hcighl the fkies affaiis 3
The air {alubrious, fweet, and bracing,
All fogs, and noxious vapors chafing ;
And as no mortal man can think;
But what you all muft eat and drink;
Our markets give, ye gods; fuch meat,
As ye, in your own hotels; eat :
We've beef, and veal; and lamb; and mutton,
Asfine as e’cr was table put on;
And dunghill fowls; wild ducks, and widgeons,
And {nipes; and geefe, and quails, and pigeons ;
Pheafants, and ortolans, be fure,
To pleafe the daintieft epicure.
Our Schuylkill gives us fifh in plenty,
Of forts we reckon more than twenty—
As fhad and alwives, pretty picking,
Without a bone your throat to ftick in 3
That Schuylkill, theme of future fong,
Upon whofe waves are borne along
Two,hundred thoufand facks of wheat,
Tranfported in Mufketo fleet—
Mufketo flect! yes, here in peace,
CONGRESS may {it till time fhall ceafe,
Nor fhips with horrid broad fides f{care 'em,
Nor foldier with a gun come tiear “crm.

At prefent we’vethree hundred houfes,
All fill’d with loving wives and fpoufes ;
But tzmb(r,ﬂzingiu,fcdnt/mg, boards,

The neighborhood great ftore affords ;
We'll give you ftones all vein’d with blue,
And thank you when you take them too 3
But as for dricks, you pay for making,
They coft us time and painsin baking 3
We've carpenters, and mafons good,

As ever work’d in ftone or wood 3

Artifts in every kind of work,

To build you houfes in a jerk.

We’ve barbers, tailors, and fhoe makers.
Pye-women, huckfters, brewers, bakers 3
Taverns in Plenty too absund,

And here and there a church is found -
Befides all thefe, there are ¢ cxtcnor;,”
We need not mention our fuperiors,

B‘n(h for corvenience, and delight,

To crown the day, and eke the night :
Then come good Sirs, make this \‘f»ur {eat
Where nature’s choiceft bounties meet—
Ilu public gogd promptsthis petition,
#rom yours with rev’renceand fubmiffion.

THE ALPHABET,
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