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The 
the 
comnpencea on the endarsetnenv of the Agreement in regerendums, North 
and
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than seven months new rem-in in th* time-scale eat out in the 
Friday Agreement,

Commission is determined to complete the task sec out for us in 
Agreement and to complete it within the two-year period which

Senator Mitchell's review is focussed Oh the ementation of the 
Goal Friday Agreement on the basis of the three principles agreed on 
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of the three principles refer to decommissioning and one refers 
specifically to the Commission, senator Mitchell has therefor* 
ash id th* Commission for an assessment to help him in concluding ths 
Rsvlew.

- An inclusive Executive exercising devolved powers;
s Decommissioning of ail paramilitary arms by May 2000;
» Decommissioning to be carried out in a manner determined 

by the Independent international Commission on 
Decommis s i oning.

While there are difficulties -nd challenges posed by those 
paramilitary groups which are not observiig a coaoe-fir®, the

South.
iThis is our assessment as to how we can best achieve that,, and in 

particular how principles 2 and 3 can be achieved in this context, 
Dess 
Good
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remind all the pro-Agreement parties that they are committed:We

The

needed.

our

process of aecornrrnssiorLing involves a number ot steps- TO

Such appointments would represent a significant Confidence

The
achieve our objective it is now urgent chat the appointment by 
parahiili.tary organisations of authorised representatives and the 
holding of discussions about modalities with the Cammisaion caKe 
place.

Agreement. 
in ehis regard.

now
numerous meetings with the 
zxri active role,

W® iiave previously said that decowriissioning is a voluntary act and 
eampot be imposed. To bring decommissioning about, the Commission 
W114 need the co-operation and support of the political parties, 
usiijig all the influence they have, together with the Wholehearted 
comiiitment of paramilitary organisations.
While decommissioning is an essential element of the Agreement, 
discussions over the past year and a half convince us that ths 
context in whic! 
that

Ib/li -99 15:53 
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contribution of those on cease-fire over what is now 
period is itself Rignl f leant.

“^our total end absolute commitment to exclusively democratic 
and peaceful means cf receiving differences sn political 
iasueto, and our opposition to any use or threat of force by 
others for any political purpose, whether in regard to this 
agreement or otherwise.*

time is now very short to achieve decommissioning within the 
timb-scale intended by the Agreement. Bearing in mind the practical 
arrangements the Commission will need to make, urgent progress !,s 

Waving made all poosible preparet-ions, including 
artiee and others, «r* ’-.'ill hdf play 2.

it can ba achieved is ths ovarall i«plai«antatiou of 
All parciuipajftts have a collective responsibility

a protracted

The Commission has become convinced that n successful cutccme to the 
ri~wf including th® establishment cf th® political institutions 

provided for ir» the Qcwd "i’iday Ag.«.&S»«is»*b, will iiieu-k S major utt«c 
forward da the implementation os the overall settlement envisaged ifl 
cnac Agreement. The implementation of the Agreement in all its 
aspects will create a new context in which the situation will be 
transformed.

“_tc work constructively and in good faith with the Independent 
Commission and tc us® any influence thsy say have, Lo achieve 
the decoiwiilbulOUliig of all paraaiil ifcasy arms within two years 
following endorsement in referendums Sorth and South ol tile 
Agreement and in tbe context of the implementation o£ the

i overall settlement.*
Andi that they have reaffirmeds
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building measure and would demonstrate each organisation's desire to 
mace a further contribution to the process.

fa- I O' / \ w___ /
John" 'de hchasteleiX^

paramilitary organisations to respond positively by 
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call or. the
appointing authorised rspreseatatives, following which, we would set 
a (jiate rdt a first meeting with each theft as sOGU aa passible 
af|er their appointment, w© ■would issue a report within days of 
those meecings.


