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ERE T AB L EVE, No. XLI.

[ am happy to be rc]icvcd. from writing an cﬂ.hy
for this number, by prefenting my readers with
the following fpeculation, put into my hands
by a friend.

« It would be firange if men agreedin their ideas
about titles, when t?:rs is 7o cf/vfw/.}/'j:;{} ofeg/m/i;,':-
partance in which they do not L'/,_./Jgrus.

HE fubject of addre fling thePrefident bya

T title has afforded ample materials for
argument and conjecture. 'J‘.he queiliqn is not,
however, whether by a legiflative act a title
fhall be confered on him, butwhether the two

Toufes, or either of them, fhall addrefs him by
any other ftyle than.llmt‘ of l’rcil(le{lr. Iitles
are fu])poﬁ'd to be.der'x \.'cd‘trom courtefy Llll'&l com
mon ufage : and in this form of;lne. queihon'Lhc
right of the two houfes to addrefs him by a tu'le,
is exactly on a footing with that of any other in-
dividuals : Butis thL_- ufage a proper und'fnfc ()ne_?

Though the pu}:hc curiofity in rclu[m'u to this
queftion has confu.lcr:xbly abated, I infer from
many late public:mons.thnt it is not wholly ex-
tin¢t.- The readers of the Gazette will not be
much inftructed, poflibly, however, they may be
amufed, by an account of'a converfation berween
two violentdifputants on this point ; [ happened
to be prefent, and will communicate the fub-
ftance of their arguments.

The anti-title champion faid, ¢ that addrefling
bya title isanti-republican. A public officer,how-
ever elevated, is merely the fervant of the peo-
ole, and a title tends to make him a bad one.—
For it creates in the people falfe ideas of the of-
fice, and ftimulates the ambition and vanity of
the officer : The progrefs is natural to the ufur-
p.l»iml of the powers which are i'lxpp()ll'd to be-
Jong to the title. The people will be prepared
by this mimicry of royalty for fervitude, and the
magiftrate for ufurpation.—Independent ly of the
il tcmlcncy of the ufage, there is more fimpli-
ity and true dignity in forbearing, than gi»ing
a title.—The languace of adulation has been
ftrained till it has loft its meaning, and nothing
makes the ridicule of it fupportable, but the an-

tiquity of the practice. Itis applied to the lictle
ftaces which never had power, or have loft it.
The titles of fome of the
a burlefque upon dignity.
quire great {alaries. The
alarmed by this piece of arrogance than by
meafures of national policy which would affedt
their property and confer fubftantial ftrength on
the government. The national authority 1s fee-

German Princes are
High titles will re-
people will be more

ble and in no condition to try experiments upon |

the temper of the people. No title can be ap-
plied which will not be laughed at. The prac-
tice has defcended to us from the Goths and other
barbarous nations ; and as this governnient is
founded on reafoning and reflection, and refts
for fapport on the good fenfe ofa people the moft
enlightened in the world, it cannot be deemed
seceffary to addrefs the Prefident bya title.—Let
the tyrants of Afia work upon cowardice and ig-
norance by the enchantment of found.”

The advocate of titles replied, “¢ Thatthe anci-
et republics did not depend on good fenfe alone ;
~They did more than we propofe to do. A
chief magiftrate is bur a man, and not always
more refpectable than many others. Thefe wife
adjealous defenders of liberty were not willing
truft the execution of the laws to one who
tuld command no more veneration than thofe
Who were bound to obey them. They omitted
0 means to create a veneration for his official
character. His perfon was declared /zcred. Oaths
and imprecations were added, and many of the
ntes of religion. He was attended by licters,
ad with all the pomp of royalty : Yet at the
end of the year this’ mighty conful retired to
Private life,

The State conftitutions have actually given ti-
tles of higher import than any
Plation for the Prefident. -
feared, nor fuffered the lofs
Quence,

We have no pretenfions to the mock humility
¥e have alumed.

g There is real arrogance in it.
The nations of Europe will not expect us to teach
them how to treat their {fupreme magiftrates.
Are the people dithonored and degraded by ad-
‘reiling their Prefident by atitle or ftyle of office ?
e reverfe is true.

In amonarchy, the King is faid to be the foun-
:‘i?“ﬁg\'onor. The 1‘ccre§ contempt of many for
Ly i¢an government, influences their oppofi-
]m:‘.t{)’ ﬂln_v‘mle derived f_rr.)m the people. We
- oeen fond enough of titles, and long ufed to
;‘i].:!“”"‘]”’;lgh not to fuch asare of popular extrac-
m; ;\U'f_s, who is niorethan a 10.1'(1,.111_;1_)/ cre-
- 2Peer: Butfor the people, who individually

o rank, co]]c{livc?y to beftow it, is offen-

now in contem-
Che people have not
of liberty in confe-
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ilVC.u) the pride of thofe who defpife cvcrything
which proceeds from their inferiors, and feems
to the people themfelves anawkward éxercife of
thei r prerogative. They are called, and really
are, the fountain of power. Why is itlefs pro
per to call the people the fountain of honor? In
a republic,the laws reign. The laws, then, muit
be made refpectable : The office of adminiftering
them muft be made {o too. Over and above the
influence of talents, men are honored for thei
power or wealth, A people which will not give
money, nor truft power, may effect the fame pur-
pofe by titles. The weaker the government,the
more need of their aid. They are cheaper thau
money, and fafer than the fword, and probably
have more effe&t than both in gaining the refpect
of the rifing generation. Nor let us fear dan-
ger from this. If, with a founding title, no real
poweris given, the man who wears it will not
become dangerous to liberty. He is rather dif-
armed by it : Like the peacock, encumbered with
his tail,he will be beaten by every dunghill cock.
If, without a rtitle, great power is given, the
danger is the greater. Power is a ferpent,they tell
us, whofe bite is deadly. Give him arattle and
the heedlefs paflenger will have warning. The
filent fake inthe grafs is more to be dreaded.

It is as proper to guard a republic againft the
contempt of it’s members, as the ambition of it’s
officers. I would have the people free, and while
they are fo, I would have them refpectthemfelves
and their government ; and believe that their
free fuffrages can make a man as honorable asa
bit of parchment with a King's fignet.”

I was called upon to decide the controver{y—
and though I declined it, I was at length com-
pelled to aflume the judge.—

[ declared that the utility of titles appeared to me
tobevery much exaggerated. A government really
well balanced and well adminiftered would not be
defpifed if they fhould be refufed. Nor, while
elections continue to be free, will titles fupply
men in power with money to corrupt, and armies
to cruth the defenders of liberty. —Time will de-
cide whether they are ufeful at all, and in what
degree.

It would be difficult to fay what title fhould be
applied. Ridicule on one fide and jealoufy on
the other, form a dangerous ftrait,through which
thofe muft pafs who would import a title. Itis
probable that any which may be chofen will be a
jeft to one half the world, and a fcare-crow to
the other. ArM 1 € U 'S

EXTRACTS.

“ IN a free, well balanced government, how
impotent muft all warlike enterprizes prove,
that are not {anc¢tioned by the peoplein their re-
prefentative aflembly ! Without money,the finew
of war, thedefigns of an incroaching ambitious
Executive muft prove abortive.—A free reprefen-
tation of the people, which retains in its hands
this GRAND MoMENTUM of the conititution, is a
never failing bulwark to freedom.”

¢ No people could be more tenacious of thei
freedom than the Swedes, till Guffavus the fon of
Eric afcended the throne—His manners were fo
amiable, his-virtues {o confpicuous, his govern-
ment fo juft, and he made fo popular a ufe of his
powers, that his fubjects never thought they
could commit enough into his hands—But what
was the confequence?! His fuccefors made his
power a precedent for their own, without attend-
ing tothe precedent of his adminiftration.—This
inftance thews in the ftrongeft point of view, how
neceflary, and how importanta well defined con-
ftitution is to a free people.”

A CORRESPONDENT obferves, that ¢ The
Sfirft magiftrate of our nation, when he gives a let
ter of Credence to the King of France, muft gic
“ him the title of His Moft Chriftian Majelty,wiih «
long firing of others : But when. the Kiny of France
gives an dmbaflador a Letter of Credence to the
“ firft magiftrate of our nationy he muff call bim Le
Sieur George Wafbington, Frefident of the Unitea
“ States.—An American Credence to Holland muf!
be direéied to Their HighMightineesThe Lords
¢ The States General of the United Netherlands :
¢ But a Dutch Credence mufl be direfted, Tot-de
““ Heer George Wafhington, Prefident of the Uni-
¢ L'(/S."J/:‘J,

¢ Qur Gredences to Spain muft be direted to His
¢ Moft Catholic Majefty : Spanifh Credences to A-
merica, muft be dircéled to El Sensr George
““ Wafhington, Prefident of the United States @
Thisis American patriotifin and national pride,
is it?

American Credences to England muft be direci-
ed to His Moft Excellent or His Moft Sacred Majefty,
—Britifh Credences to us, muft be directed tn
Mr. George Wafhington, Prefident of the United
States.

N

This diftin&tion muft be known not only at
courts, but by the nations—by the officers, {51di-
ers and feamen of their armies and navies.

How many dl'ubbings muft you give them be-
fore they will refpect Hr. as much as Magjefty.

If titular diftinctions have any influence, atall,
upon human ears, methinks thefe are fomewhat
aumiliating to the brave, daring and intrepid
fons of American liberty

That we can chaftife all the nations of the
earth if they affront us, to be fure cannor be
doubted : But what fhall we do with the debts
and taxes, that will become neceflary to this
»urpofe —Moft men who hate honors, love mo-
ney. O.

SE

NEW-.YORK, TEMBER 2, 1789.
SKETCHOF PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.
In the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES,

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1789.

A MESSAGE was received from the fenate
with the bill to provide for the regiftering vef-
fels, and to regulate the coafting trade—return-
ed with the concurrence of the fenate in the laft
amendments propofed by the houfe.

The engrofled bill for eltablithing the falaries
of the executive officers was read a third time,
a motion was made for its recommitiment, which
was loft—The ayes and noes being called for by
Mr. LiverMoRE, on the queftion, Shall this bill
pafs ! areas follow—

AYES.

Meflrs. Ames, Baldwin, B¢ 2for2, Boudinot
Brown, Cadwallader, Gale, Goodhue, Grifp
/:'_}" Hc.’lv iy :f'utxy'_/w,',
Moore, Scott, Sedgwick, She
(M.) Smith, (S.C.) Sturzes
Wa /

worth, Wynkoop.

b

', Hart-

s

Meflrs. Goles 0 Fofter, Gerry t, H.
thorne, Livzrmore, Parker, Patridge, Van Ranf. |-
lacr, Schureman, Sency, Sinnickfon, Stone, Sumpter,
Thatcher.—16.

The bill for fufpending the operation of a
claufe in the colleétion law was read, aad order-
dered to be engrofied for
Monday.

Mr. BounrNor prefented a petition from the
inhabitants of the County of Middlefex, New-
Jerfey, refpecting a claufe inthe judicial bill now
pending in the honfe, read and laid on'the takfe,

In commitiec of the whole houfe, on the bill
for eftablifiing judicial Courts—Mr. BoupinoT
in che chair.

The third fection was again under confidera-
tion.—The motion for ftiiki g out the whole
claufe was renewed by Mr. LivERMORE.—The
fate’ of this claufe, faid he, will determine the
iate of the whole bill.—The preateft obj

/ H.

a third reading . on

€ Gion
that I have to it, is,that it eftablithes two diftinct
fyftems of judicial proceedings in the United
States.—He rthen ftated certain cafes in which
there would be fuch clathings and interferences
as would be attended with great difficultie
Suppofe, faid he, a perfon is in the cuftody of a
State officer, and is at the fame moment taken
hold of by an officer of the federal court.what js
to be done—is the man to be divided ? This fyi-
tem may open a door to collufions in cafes of
debt—by having prifoners under pretences of ar-
reit by the federal authority, violently forced
from the hands of State officers. If thefe
difficuldes can ‘be got over, I fhall think
more favorably of the bill; but I donot fee how
they can be poffibly—W e have fupported the Uni-
on for fourteen years without fuch courts.—The
fame or equal abilitiés may be found—juftice
may beaswell adminiftered as heretofore—1i know
of no complainss of any great confequence that
have exifted.—Some cafes of capture have been
carried to the court of appeals,but they have been
very few.—He then adverted to the inftitution of
courts of'admiralty in favor of eftablithing which,
he faid, the expence will not be by a fiftieth
part fo much, and the advantage will be ten
thoufand times as great,

Mr. Smita (S.C.) As much will depend on
he determination of this queftion, it is necefla-
ry it thould be well confidered by all the
mittee.—It will not be eafy to alter this {yitem
when once eftablithed : The judges are to hold
their commiffions during good behaviour,and af-
ter they are appointed, they are only removeable
by impeachment ; confequently rhis fyftem muit
be a permanent one; the commirtee will not
therefore determine, that there fhall be diftrice
ourts, until they have reflecied ferioufly on the
confequences attending their vote.

After this pointis fertled,” the next which oc-
curs is the extent of jurifdiction, to be annexed
to this court. This queftion ic as important as
the former ; for it will be no lefs difficult than

coml-
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