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the United States, which is not committed againft
the individual Stares, and added, bonds given to
the Judges of the Supreme Courr, and debts due
to foreigners, I believe, may be {ued for in any
of the State Courts. I think the inconveniencies
which will attend thefe courts have been ex-
plained.

He then cited fome inftances to thew that thefe
difficulties could not be argued from paft expe-
rience—there are no inftances in point.

In cafe of a man’s being committed to a State
goal, the Stare would not grant a writ of habeas
corpus to convey the man to the goal of the Uni-
ted States—and this would apply alfo to property.

He then traced the effects of this clathing ofthe
judicial powers to a rencontre between the two
pofle commitatz, till murder was committed on
both fides : Inwhich cafe, {aid he, you muft hang
on both fides.

He then pointed out the :1dv:mt:\ges that fo-
reigners would have over the citizens : A citizen
can now get his money in three years, with an
intereft of § pr. cent. butin thefe courts, foreign-
ers can get their debts in one. year, with an in-
tereft of 7or 8 pr. cent.

From the foregoing I conceive, thatthis {yftem
cannot be agreeable to the people : This muft
fuppofe a revolution in the principles of their
reprefentative aflemblies.

I do not think this the proper time to eftablith
thefe courts : It is a meafure on which the af-
fection and attachment of the people to the Con-
ftitution will be vilked : I think it beft to defer
the bufinefs till the neceflity for thefe courts fhall
become apparent : I could therefore wifh that the
power fhould be referved for the occafion, and
that nothing fhould be done the prefent feflion
but what is abfolutely neceflary.

I am for this government’s moving as filent as
death—that the people fhould not perceive the
leaft alteration in their fituation : The exercife
of this power will be the moft odious that can be
exercifed—for as a gentleman has faid, ofall the
wheels in the machine of government, the Judi-
cial is the moft difagreeable.

Mr. GERrY was oppofed to the motion for
ftriking out the claufe, and entered into a confi-
deration of the conftructions of the feveral State
Judiciaries, by which, he faid, that it is exprefsly
agdinft the Conftitution to inveft the Judges of
the State Courts with authority to take c: gnizance
of federal actions—That the Legiflature of the
Union being bound by oath to {fupport and ad-
minifter the Conftitution—they are confequently
bound to eftablifh thefe courts to carry their laws
into operation : As to the difficulties which gen-
tlemen had contended will arife from the clafh-
ing of the two judicatories, thefe difficulties may
be obviated, and a little experience will lead to
the moft ample provifion to that point.

Mr. SumpTER faid, he did not difpute the right
of Congrefs to exercife this authority ; but he
doubted the expediency at the prefent time.

Mr. BurkE rofe to enquire of the gentleman
who made the motion, whether he meant by it
to knock up the bill altogether, or to offer a fub-
ftitute—for if he meant to knock the bill entire-
ly away, he would moft heartily join him—as I
conceive, faid he, that the bill is founded in de.
ception : It is calculated to miflead the people,
for under a fhew of juftice, it will deprive them
of their rights and pri\'ilcges——l am therefore for
knocking the whole of it away entirely.

Mr. LivermoRE faid that was his intention.

His motion was however, as before ftated, ne-
gatived by alarge majority.

TUESDAY, SEPT. I.
Subftance of Mr. LauraNce’s SPEECH on the
I JERSEY ELECTION.

I muft confefs the fubject is of a nature not al-
together agreeable, becaufe ifmembers for whom
we have a perfonal efteem, fhould be excluded
from a feat, the event would be attended with
feelings of regret on our part. But I think it
neceflary that we fhould exprefs freely our real
fentiments. The Conftitution has given this body
a right to judge of the eleétions, qualifications,
and returns of its members, though the mode of
their election in the firft inftance has been refer-
ed to thelaws of the feveral States. It isthe bu-
finefs of this houfe, therefore, to determine,
whether the elec¢tion of the ficting Members has
been conformable to the law which was enacted
for that purpofe. I prefume this will be the
queftion. If it has been agreeable to the law, it
will be the duty of this houfe to make the decla-
ration. If it has not, the houfe muft declare the
election invalid.

The law of New Jerfey declares that the elec-
tion of the members fhall be in the fame manner,
and under the fameregulations asthe election of
reprefentatives for the Legiflature of the State.
It is neceflary therefore to enquire what was that
mode from which we are to conclude refpecting
this election. The law relative to the election
of reprefentatives in the State Aflembly fixes no
time of limitation for giving in the votes and de¢-
claring the election ; but the practice under that

‘Jaw has ever been to declare the returns of the
elected, previous to the meeting of the ] egifla- |

ture. The late law had evident refpect to the

[~170==]
time at which Congrefs were to meet. By reafon
able conflruction, therefore, we muft conclude,
that the intention of the law was, that the .C]L"c-
tion fhould be declared befure the day appointed
for the aflembling of the Congrefs. This is plain
whenwe confider the uniform practice of thedtate.

It may be afked further, what was the {fenfe of
the people of New-Jerfey on the fubject. It ap-
pears that a majority of the countiesin Jerfey did
actually clofe their polls, and make the returns
previous to the 4th of March. If we are to rea-
fon therefore from the conduct of a majority of
the State, we may conclude that their opinion
was agreeable to this conftruction. It appears
alfo the governor gave this conftruction. '.Hns
appears from his letter to the members of l‘l)c
council, requefting théir attendance on the third
of March, as he expected on that day the whole
election-returns. He knew what reafon he had
to expect it. If he had not {fuppofed it material,
he was not obliged to fummon them onthat day.
It is clear tome from thefe circumftances that the
election ought to have been declared on the third
of March, and that the authority of the Gover-
nor expired with that day. If we admit a con-
trary {fuppofition, that he had a continuing autho-
rity, it would lead to abufes. If he might extend
it a day, he might protract it a month, or to an
unlimited time. It might defeat the election, or
it might put it in the power of the Governor to
determine who fhould be the fitting members :—
In fhortit would put the law in the power of the
Governor ; but it never can be rationally contend-
ed that the law fhould have an operation which
may. defeat the defign of it, or be committed to
a difcretion, which may produce the {fame effect.

But ;ulmiting that the Governor’s authority was
not expended, and that he had a right to delay,
it becomes a queftion, to what time he fhould ex
tend thisdelay. It appears from the claufein the
law which confers the power on the Governor,
that he is obliged to determine from #)e greate/,
number of votes of the whole State. The inference
from this will be, that the Governor and Council
were to wait till they had received all the votes
from all the counties. But it may be faid that
this would put it in the power of a fingle county
to defeat the law. Admitred—Whofe faunlt is it ?
If the State would pafs a law putting it inthe pow-
er of a county to defeat the law, the State muft
fuffer the confequences. The time fixed by the
Governor for the fecond meeting of the council
was arbitrary,

From thefe confiderations, I think it muft re-
fult, thar the eleétion of the prefent members
from New-Jerfey was not conformable to the law,
and therefore not valid. [pAILY aDv.)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3.
Debate on the Jubjelt of fixing the PERMANENT
SEAT of GOVERNMENT.

Mr. Le£ rofe and obferved, thatthe Houfe are
called on to deliberate on a great national quef-
tion ; and I hope, faid he, they will difcufs and
decide on it with that difpaflionate deliberation,
which its magnitude requires. He then propofed
the following refolution : ¢ Whereas the peo-
ple of the United States have aflented to, and rati-
fied a Conftitution for their government, to pro-
vide for their defence againft foreign danger, to
fecure their perpetual union, and domeftic tran-
quility, and to promote their common interefls ;
and all thefe great objects will be beft effected by
eftablifhing the permanent feat of government
in a ftation as nearly central as a convenient wa-
ter communication with the Arlantic Ocean, and
an eafy accefs to the Weftern Territory will per-
mit; and as it will be fatisfactory to the people
ofthe United States, and givethem a firm ~ confi-
dence,in the juftice and wifdom of their govern-
ment, to be aflured that fuch a ftation is already
in the contemplation of Congrefs, and that proper
meafureswill be taken to afcertain it,and to provide
the neceflary accommodations, as foon as the in.
difpenfible arrangements for carrying into effect
the Conftitution can be made, and the circum-
ftances of the United States will permit ; ¢ Re-
folve 1, that a place as nearly central, as a conve-
nient water comynunication with the Atlantic
Ocean, and an eafy accefs to the Weftern Terri-
tory will permit, ought to be feledted and efta-

lithed as the permanent feat of the government
of the United States.”

I with the principles of the government to be
recognized, that the people of the United States
may be able to judge vhether, in the meafures
about to be adopted, they are carried into exe-
cution by this Houfe, If thefe great principles
are not preferved, it will be an unhappy fulfil-
ment ofthofe predictions, which have been made
by the opponents of the Conftitution, that the
generalintereft of America would not be confult
ed,that partial meafures would be purfued,and that
inftead of being influenced byla general pglicy di-
rected to the good of the whole, one part of the
Union would be deprefled and trampled ‘on to
benefit and exalt the other., Inftead of accom-
plithing and realifing thofe bright profpects
which thone upon us in the dawn of our govern-

ment,and for which our patriots fought and bled,

we fhall fiind the whole to be a vifionary fancy,
£l. aye {elf 4+ + o = - 1
I flatter myfelf, that before the Houfe decides
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on the queftion before
will be recognized
be regarded.

Mr. HarTLEY fuported the
Goodhue, and pointed out Wrig
SufgGuehanna, as an eligible pl:cc for the fea
government.—This I confider, fajd he .wlx\)‘
m_uldlc ground berween the Delaware ;‘,ll-'l.c
might be fuppofed a northern object, and)thel}l)“fl
towmac on the fouth.—He went largely inio »
difplay of the natural and and artificya] ;‘.(I\vw ,1
ges which this place prefented ; its fife ‘“‘
eafy (‘ulllﬂ'l!ili(‘f&ii\.fl with the Weltern U;,ﬂ;yl:;
and the Atlantic, its extreme fertility, the i ‘:_y
ty of the climate, and its :1'1\nnd;mtdl;ov.n]-( “

M. SEpcwick: ¥ hope, Siy, t]m[lhte ”;.(:::Jﬂ_
of Mr. Lee will not obtain. The ’wm}nm»:on
who moved the other d;ly to have tl?is bl]fixvmf’
brought on this fetlion, can not fail ¢ I‘CCullf}s
that they were called on and intreated tg ‘ftc;-
this bufinefs. They were told that 5
the time, confiftently with the re:

them, thofe
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motion of
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this wag

al good of (js
. v letermine the : .
country, to determine the Permanent refid

den
of Congrefs. 'I‘h.ey were zpld that the gm':r:rc:
ment was not yet in operation—that the union
was not yet cmnplc[e—.-}'ajt THAT gentleman ar.
L‘xcu]m"]y, and the majority of the Houfe {'ul; -
fed that fufpending it would occafion fo much dif.
1ll.xisiflcli‘oxl and agitation, thatthe peace and hap.
pinefs of the country requireda fpeedy decifioy,
As my own and other gentlemen’s remonttrances
proved }ncf!'cttual, and it was refolved to brinr
the bufinefs on immediately, I am now ready tg
meet the gentlemen, prepared to decide l;})oﬂ
the important fubject.. 1 fhall oppofe the mot;.
on of Mr. Lee, becaufe it involves unnece
delay.

Mr. Tucker reprobated the motion of My,
LEe. He wifhed ro know whar gentlemen were
going about.—It feemed to him that the propofi-
tion was a preamble : Was it cuﬁomary to agres
to a preamble before the fubftance of a refolution
was determined on ! No—The regular way was
firft to agree to the fubftance then to the preanthle,

Mr. Leg aflured Mr. TuckEeRr that fair dealing
was his object. He wifhed to bring forward thofe
confiderations which ought to guide lheirjudg.
ment. Aqueftionis tobe decided which involves
prefent and future interefts, and extends to re.
mote generations. The queftion isto be fettled,
which muft determine whether the government
is to exift for ages, or be difperfed among the
contending winds.—Will gentlemen fay, that
thefe principles ought not to be recognized !
Will gentlemen fay that the centre of -
vernment fhould not be the centreof the Union?
Shall it not be in a fituation which will admit of
an ealy communicacion to the ocean ! Will they
fay that our weftern brethren are to be difregard-
ed ! Thefe are the momentous confiderations
which fhould lead the Houfe to a conclufion, If
they are difregarded it will be an alarming cir-
cumftance to the people of the fouthern States,
They have felt thefe alarms already. Itwas
with difficulty on another occafion that their ap*
prehenfions on this {core were filenced, and their
difficulties furmounted. If this quefticn is deci-
ded without regarding thefe interefts, it will be
faid that a Congrefs is found,who are not difpor
fed to recognize the general principles of the-go-
vernment. I have come forward, he faid, with
fuch explicit propofitions as the intereft of my
country dictates. Some principles ought tobe
prcvim-xﬂ.v eftablithed asa guide, asa polar ftarto
direct the Houfeto juft conclufions.

Mr. Mapison afked if the motion of his col-
league could be fuppofedout of order. I_‘Iefub-
mited that to the chair; does it contain any
thing, faid he,which is not true ? I appealto the
candid judgment of the committee. Are the
truths contained in the propofition inapplicable
to the fubject ! I appeal to the juftice and policy
of the people of the United States. The_ po
fition is ftrictly in order. Is itimproper or inap
plicable to declare the principles which oughtt0
govern on this queftion, and which are pl'opfle
prefixed tothe motion that lies on the mbl'e.’ £

Mr. AmEs faid—I am ata lofs to conceive Wy
the gentlemen from Virginia arefo agimred.:lnﬂ
anxious to prefs tlie fubject of thefe refolutions.
The gentleman has afked, Is there any th”’?)’
contained in the propofition which is not t}‘llg"
Is there any thing not applicable to the fubject:
And by way of C(ﬁ\clllﬁoxl, afks whether the refo-
lution thall not therefore pafs ! Butis fuchacol’
clufion neceflary to thefe premifes ! If they “ﬁ
true, why be {o folicitous ? Does truth af‘]”’({
any new authority by being frequently votet:

ffary

us ! But | have, he faid, another difficulty. llz
the Houfe fhould vote thefe pro])ohnonsyf“ ;t
gentleman may bring forward ot'her ﬂbj{”{)v
queftions without limitation, and iupportd1 7
the fame arguments ; and may then afk, are tbic’
things true ! Are not thefe things applica M"_
And in this way the Houfe will have upon r:o.
journals all the arguments which can arife ovu;yc.
this multifarious fubje¢t.—But is there any .
ceflity for it ? Will it not embarrafs the CO"’m‘]c
tee ? It is not our bufinefs, he faid, to f)'],][fg:li
upon abftract principles, like fchool logic1a™

o -incipies
but to fettle facts. 1 infift that if the prin¢iP

If they are truths, will not thofé truths gUldf,
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