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15 MAY 2000

STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT MARTTI AHTISAARI AND
MR CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

We are very pleased to be here today.

We are well aware of the crucially important nature of the responsibilities

which have been entrusted to us.

Our mandate is to inspect the contents of a number of IRA arms dumps
and, having done so, to report on this to the Independent International
Commission on Decommissioning. We will regularly re-inspect these

dumps to ensure that the weapons have remained secure.

Our visit here teday represents a first step towards fulfilling that mandate.
We are having a range of discussions to help us and we are grateful for

the co-operation being shown to us.

We do not underestimate the profound importance and the unprecedented

nature of the task which we have been asked to undertake.
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People will understand why it would not be helpful or appropriate at this \ :
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We look forward to making our reports to the Decommissioning it
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Commission and hope that our efforts will prove of enduring beneflt to all of 5 Peove.
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