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NEW-YORK, SerTEMBER 12, 1789.
SA’E'TCHOFPROCEEDLVGS OF CONGRESS.

n the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES,
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3.

nobate, on the [ubje® of fixing the PERMANENT SEAT of GOV-
Dabte:on the fu') ERNMENT—Continued. .

THE motion of Mr. GoopHUE being read, Mr. Mabpison

obferved, that as thegentleman has been candid enough to
inform the comimittee 1}1.):' tlec:l'n)ca(mcy have b:f n pn‘Cu_l‘u erted,
and that the better half of the Unionare to be d‘i{l\'!td (_)‘I by con-
trat, at the fovereign will of the other, I hope they \\';.]_nc alfo
{o candid asto thew in the cleareft manner, that the principles
which have now l)ccn» eftablithed are applicable to El;(' motion
made by the Member from Maflachufetts. I wifh they would
prove that the place which they have pitched upon, is in faét the
ermanent center, and New-York the temporary center of wealth,
population and extent of territory, that the grounds may be
known on which this great queftion 1s to be decided. >

Mr. Goopnue replied that the Sufquehanna is not far from
the center of territory ; that itis further fouth than the center of
populauon, which may Nl_l {fomewhere on ylh(’ Delaware. I believe
that this center of population will néver alter materially, asl (up-
pofe it will always incline h.)wmd\ the manufalturing States.

Mr. JACKsON 1 \vns.()r:gm;ll\' oppofed to the queftion’s com-
.‘ngforward, and am f{o ip“. !
be touched upon till the States who have not yet acceded to the
{Union might have an opportunity of giving their voice ; I agree
with the gentleman from Virginia. Iam forry that people
fhould learn that this matter has been precipitated ; that they
thould learn that the Members from New-England and New-York
had fixed on a feat of government for the United States. This is
not proper language to go out to freemen. Jealoufies have already
gone sbroad. ~ This language will blow the coals of fedition and
endanger the Union. I would afk ifthe 6ther members of the
Union ate not alfo to be confulted ? Are the Eaftern members
to diftate in this bufinefs, and fix the feat of government of the
United States 7 'Why not alfo fix the principles of government ?
Why not come forward and demand of us the power of legiflation,
and fay, give us up your privileges, An:\d we will govern for you ?
Ifon\‘p.nrt has the power to fix the feat of government, they may
2 well take the government from the other—This looks like ari-
flogracy. Not the United; but the partial voice of Americais
to decide—how can gentlemen anfwer for this, who call them-
felves Reprefentatives on the broad bafis of national intereft ?

Ideny the fatt of the territorial centrality of the place propof-
. From New-York to the neareft part of theprovince ot Maine,
tistwo hundred and fifty miles; and from New-York to the
neareft part of the upper drftrict of Georgia, from which my Col-
lgue, General Matthews comes 15 eleven hundred miles ; and
fom the propofed place on Sufquehannah, it is four hundred
miles to'the neareft part of Maine, and geo to the neareft part of
that diftri&.—The proportion is more than four to one. But the
gentleman fhould have anveye to the population of Georgia. One
of the fineft countries futlre world can not but rapidly extend her
population.  Nathing but her being harraffed by the inroads of
favages, hag checked her amazing increafe, which muft under the
eufpices of peace and fafety people her weltern regions.—Georgia
will foon be as populous as any State in the Union.
ought hot to bemade on its prefent fitaation,

Heconcluded with exprefling himfelf infavor of the Patowmac.

Mr. Goonnuk replied that the diftance from that partof the
province of Maine, from which one of his Colleague came, to
Sufguehaunah is feven hundred andfixty miles;from Savannah, to
the fame center about fever hundred ; and trom Kentuch
the fame,

Mr. Lavr Anvcr obferved, that when this matter was under dif-

!

cuffion fome time, 1t appeared to bethe with of the members from
the eatward, and of the Réprefentation from this State, that this §
gieftidh thould not now be decided. They urged {everal redfons
byt would be improper. I thought thofe reaftins weighty, and
s forpoftpor ng the confideration till next meeting : But it was
afwered that the bufinefs was unportant; that the citizens of the
Urited States were uneafy and anxiou s, -that fagtions-did not mow
it fatid thiat it was now the proper time to decide this queftion.
What was the Reprefentation from the eaftward to do?  Was'it |
Wt necelfary for them to confult, and fix upon thé proper place?

They are difinterefted. It-is well known, he faid, that gou-
trment 1s expefted to'befixed in Virginia, Maryland, -Penn-
fylvania, or Jerféy.  We arecalled on'to determitne on a queftion
nwhichwe conceive ourfelyes unbiailed, ‘and to detevmide it on
tole principles which will refle@ homor on this#Haufe.  Iitruft it :
willbe found that we have fixed on thofe princtples, and. that this |
fefolition 4111 be confirmed by Congrels. We do not, he faid,
Hecide \for the Union, nor-for the {fouthern States. ‘We decide #
f?'wrkiws, aud if our,reafonsare fubftantial, T truft that gen-
Hemen will meet us inthe determinasian.

There age Jeveral principleg which have been agreed to in the
gmeral réfolucion. X belidve it will be fhewn with exactneafs, 1
that the plice propefed will come within thefe principles. The

trelpeéts papulation. Isthe Houfe toconifider the prefent or the
Xpedied population! The refolution has a determimate meaniug
!t fpeaks.of the population at. the prefent period : and to caleu-
e on'this principle, geéntlémen can not fuyﬁ's unjuft. The Re- §
Wiefentetign in ¢his Houfe is itfelf'a demonfration of it. The
Ppulation sof this country 'may be determined ipreity fately by
the Proportionin, the Houfe ; for at is probablethat it aseftablifbed
sttis groynd. 1 believe therefore that the principleof popula-
Honleads to this place in preference to. a more foutherp fitnatios. |

But'to take up the principle of territory, are the Houfe to cal-
Alateion the uninhabited walderne(s ? Shall they “take'the Lake |
ol the Woads op.ene fidey -and the Miffouri on the .othor, and |

ud 2 ge aphical center 7  If fo, to whatan extent muftthey |
7 The inhabited and populated ‘part of the country ought
ch"ﬂy to be-confidered. - I St. Croix-is taken as the eaftern Jimit, §
?nd St.Mary a5 the fouthern, ‘the center of the line will be found
0 fall.pretty near the Sufquehanna.
ltisanother important confideration that thiscenter is.on navi- |
giblewater, and fufficiently removed trom the Atlanticcoaft, and |
htm accefs by fea to enfure fecurity. With refpett to the ]
Weftera Conntry, ‘its fituation is convenient ané faverable, with
zcomm:m?cmmn by Jend and watar, practicable andeafy. But
'er punaiple fhould beautended to. It has been hinted that

I thought the fubje¢t ought not to

Calculations

nearly

ot}

‘G:S Ought not to govern; but I think it of fome importange.

b I]'r]rvmu thould look ‘to thofe parts of ‘the.couptry -where is the
1, s €, 5

wf‘w“ Population, the cammercial and opulant cities, dnd Tee
lere

whick J “'f'{v(n?)ﬂ]anrm weslth, the firength af the l‘\'l}hvv-n, mears by 4

“l'n;h ""r u’m;x States are to he pnvle_*{}c.d. i'rl:](l the fources from

found il ""‘f“"“‘“l ‘5_10'(\?.1\\‘ its principal fupports. It will be
o 1efeat of thefe is the udrthern and caftern States.

v altern Membérs had eonfliteed their own interefls, they

e have chafen the banks of the Delaware ; but they knew it

[Publifbed an Wednefday and Saturday.)

would not be deciding on thofe generous principles, whichmight
be expefted,

b They knew that there is one State not yet in the
Union, to which fuch a meafure would give difguft.

Mr. Sepewrck afked if there was really any impropriety in
gentlemen’s confulting together, who had a uniformity of interefts

upon a queftion, which it had been faid,
tant,

fult

was fo infinitely impor-
My colleague, faid he, has barely ftated that {uch a con-
ation has taken place, and that in (ox\ﬁ'qm‘ncc of it, men’s
minds have been induced to run in a current.

Is there any thing
wrong 1n this ?

Let thofe who are determined not to confult nor
ha\ ¢ any communication on fuch a {ubje&, determine for them-
felves. I fhould think myfelf loft to that regard which I owe to
my country, and.immediate conftituents in particular, fhould I
abftraét myfelf from the contemplation of th ¢ benefits which would
llow from knowing the feelings and fentiments of thofe with
wlm_m I am to aft. Inftead of being an evidence of that arifte-
cratic fpirit which has been mentioned, it is-only a proof that
men, attentive to their bufinefs had preferred that way, which
every honeft man muft have had in view. I have contemplated
the {ubje& with great anxiety, and though I can not declare that
my local fituation has had no influence onmy mind, yet I willfay
_I endeavored that it fhould have none. I believe that the true
interefts of the country will be beft anfwered by taking a pofition
eaftward and northward of the Sufquehanna. The Delaware is
one extreme, the Patowmac another. But when I refle@ how
anxious fome gentlemen are for one,and {ome fortheanother. Tam
willing o accommodate by advancing to a middle ground, to
which I hope the public mind will be reconciled. In fixing this

enced by the {entument of the celebrated

opmion I was allo 1n
laid it down that ina country partaking of

Montefquiea. He ha

northern and foutherd interefts, of a poor and a produttive {oil,
the center and the influence of government ought te incline to
that part where the former circumftances prevailed ; becaufe ne-
ceflity ftimulates to induftry, produces habits and a furplus of
labour ; becaufe fuch parts are the nurferies of foldiers and fail-
ors, and the fourceseofthat energy which is the beft fecurity of
the government. :

The Sufquehanna in my opinivn is fouthweft of the center of
wealth, population and refources of every kind. I would fug-
geht another idea. In my viéw, on the p]inciplcs of population,
the Sufquehanna is far beyond the center; for I do not think it
juft on this fubjeét to take the conftitutional computation. Will
any gentleman pretend that men who are merely the {ubjeé& of
property or wealth fhould be taken inte the eftimate, that the
flaves of the country, men, who have no rights to proteét, being
deprived of them all, fhotld be taken into view in determining
the center of government? If they are confidered, gentlemen
may as well eftumate the black cattle of New-England.

I would afk if it is of np importance to take a pofition in which
the credit ofthe government may procure thofe {upplics, that s
neceflities might require. ~ Wil the ftrength and riches of the
country beto the worth or te the fouth of the Sufquehanna? Cer-
taigly to the north.

It+is an opinion of all the eaftern States, that the climate of Pa-
towmac, is not anly unhealthy but deftruétive to northern con-
ftitutions, Ftas of x‘mpmt;m(r' to attend tothis: for let the thing
be true or fale, fuch is the public prepofiefhion.  Vaft numbers
of eaffern adventurers have gone to the fouthern States, and 4ll
have found their graves there. They have met deftruétion asfoon
as they arrived. Thefe accounts have been {pread, and filled the
northern people with apprehenfion.

Withregard to thetemporary refidence, I originally had very
little concern where it fhould be, but 1 believe that if the govern-
ment fhould take a temporary fland fo central as Philadelphia, fo
feducing would bethe accommodations of that ity, and foflrong
the intereft of that powerful State, that it would be more difficult
to remove Congrels ever from it, than from a place which is ac-
knowledged to be improper for their permanent {eat,

Mr. Vining oblerved, that he muft ackmowledge himfelfa
party to the bargain, though he hadno fhare in making .it. 1t is,
fard he, ‘an unexpetted bargain to me, though it inyolves the in-
terelts of the State ‘which I reprefent.  Tam yet to learn whether
Congrefs are to tickle the trout in ‘the {tream of the Codorus,
to build their {umptuous palaces on the banks of the Patowmac,
or to admire commerce, with her expanded wings on the waters
of the Delaware. T have on this occafion educated my mind to
ympartiality, and have chaftifed its prejudices.

I confefs toithe Houfe andito the world, that viewing this fub-
je€t xvith all its cireumftances, 4 am in favor of the Putowmac.
I wilh the feat of government to be fixed there, becaufe 1 think
the tutercft, the honor, and the greatnels of this country require
it. . I lookon it as the center from which thofe ftreams are to
flow, that ateto animate and mvigorate the body politic.  From
thence it appears to me the rays of government will moft natural-
ly diverge to the extremities of the Union. I declare that I look
on the Weftern Territory in an awful and ftriking point of view.
To that region the unpolifhed fans of the earth are flocking from
all quarters Men to whom the proteétion of the laws and the
controuling force of the goverument are equally neceffary from this
great confideration I conclude that the banks of the Patowmac are
the proper ftation.

With refpeét to the temperary refidence. The accommoda-
tions which have been mentioned operate as redfons againft New-
York. Itis indeed but tao agreeable; its allurements are too dan-
gerous : wheo Ilook round I-fee fuch handfome drguments addref-
fed to my feelings that my underftanding dreads their impreffion.

Mr. L moved to firike out the words *.eaft bank of the Suf-
quehanna” and to inifert a claufe to this effe€, That whereas tlhc
banks of the Patowmiac fnited all the aforefaid advantages with

fertility of foil, {alubrity of -climate, &c. Refolved that the per— |

manent {eat of gevernment ought to be fixed fome where on the
banks ofthe {ai1d river.

He then ftated at large the comparative advantages of Patow- |

rhac,its great and increafing rm provements, the extent of its navi-

gation, its dire& communication with the WefternCountry,and its

ealy communication with the Eaftera and Southern States.
The-houfe, he faid, are now to détermine whether regard is to

behad to a central pofition-—whether regard is to be had to the
people of the Weftern Territory, to the greater portion of the ter- §

ritory of the Union : In point of climate, it is extremely fah_lbri»
ous, in fﬂ'lillt)’ it 1s exceeded by no country on earth, Thither

will emigrants from all quarters flock. 1

I afk if this government is intended for a temporary or 2 lafting

one 5 whethar it is to be-a fleeting vifion, orto continue for ages ?
1 hope that the refult will proclaim that the government iscalcula-
ted for perpetuity, and that the common interefls of the country

have been confulted. I that is done, the government will be re-
moved to the Patowmac ; if not, we fhall ftop fhort of it; and

what will be the confequence ? T am averfe to found alarms, or
introduce terrors into thesheunfe ; but if they are well founded, 1

think it.my duty. Itiswell known with what difficulty the
Canftitution was adopted by the State of Virginia, It was then
faid thatthere would be corfederacies of the States Eaft of Penn-
{ylvanie, which would deftroy the ‘Southern States. That they
would unite their councils in difcefling queftions relative to their
particular interefts, and the Southern States would be difregarded.
To thele {ufpicions it was 2anfwered, no! It was contended that
the magnanimous policy arifing from mutual interefts 2nd com-

mon dangers would unite all the States, and make them purfue
objeéts of genieral good. But if it Thould be found that there are
fuch confederacies as were prediéed, that the Northern States do
confult their partial interefts, and form combinatious to {upport
them, without regarding their Southren brethren, they will be a-
larmed, and the faith of all fouth of the Patowmac will be fhaken.
It will be fhewn to them, that what was prediéted by the encmies
to the Conftitution 'has come to pafs, that the Northern States Rave
not even waited till the Government wasorgpnized, bi
ficing the Southern people to their own interefts.

Let the feat be fixed where it will, Virginia has not folicited
Congrefs to place its feet in her State.  She only contends that the
interefts of the Southern and Weftern country fhould be confult-
ed. And I declare; thatthefe interefts will be facrificed if Con-
grefs fixes on any place but the Patowmac. The greater part of
Virginja is diftant from that river. Many parts are not nearer
than New-Jerfey. She wifhes not to have the feat on the Patow-
mac but for the general good. Itis not for the benefit of that
State, but the Union.

Mr. LavrancE faid itis improper and unneceffary to hold out
terrors to the fancy of members. The true way to convince them
is to addrefs their underftanding. I am fure there is no danger-
ous confederacy which the gentleman has talked of. I believe
that the conduét of the Northern States will bear the ftriGteft fcru-
tiny ; that if probed to the bottom it will be found fair and candid.
I remember 1n the debate upoa the tonnage bill a gentleman from
Virginia obferved that could the moderate and equal policy of that
day’s proceeding have been forefeen in the Conveation of Virgin-
1a, it would have obviated mapy objeftions that were there pro-
duced againft the Conflicution. 7

In conduéting the bufinefs beforeus, I trufk that gentlemen will
find no caufe eventually to entertain different {entiments fromwhat
he then delivered.

Mr. Maprson: I admit that ona former occafion T applied
the remark quoted by the gentleman from New-York ; but I now
as verily believe, that had a Prophet ftarted up inthat Convention,
and foretold the proceedings of this day, Virginia would not now
be a party to this Conftitution. A motion being made for rifing.

Mr. Sepcwicek: Ihope the committee will not rife. . Will 1t
be contended, that the majority fhall not govern; and fhall the
minority becaufe they can not carry their points, accule the Houfe
of want of candor ? Are we to be told that an important State
would not have joined the Union had they known what would
have been the proceedings of this Houfe.” Gentlemen have brought
forward this bufinels themfelves : They have precipitated the
Houfe into it. We prayed, faid he, we [upplicated for time; and
now gentlemen from fome caufes not explained, wifh to poftpone
the matter, in order to have time to deliberate. 1 believe that
a deliberation of fix weeks would not plter adingle opinion, and
it is not proper to confume the public time ufelefsly.

Mr. Mapison contended for a poftponement s a right. De-
bate ought not to be precluded; f2id he,  The minority certainly
are to be governed by the majority, butthey claim a right to bring
forward all thofe faéts and arguments which can have any pofiible
influence. . Itis uonfual to prefs for a decifion on occafipns like
thefe, after a partial difeuflion of a fingle day. Queftions of lefs
magnitude has occupied weeks. Thisbufinels prefeats anafpeft ;
it marks a genius in this body, which willcontradiét the expetta-
tions of its warmelt friends. " I with to make many obfervations
for which there is not now an opportunity. I wilh to {peak to
gentlemen who will open their ears ; and notto filent majoritics,
who bear down every thing before them. I hope another day to
experience a cooler and more fayorable temper.

Mr. Amrs: Iremember, faid he, that when this fubje& came
before the Houfe the other day, when we folicited for delay, it
was obferved ‘that the neceflities of the Union required an imme-
diate decifion—that it would take up but little time—that the pro-
per centre might be eafily afcertained—that this- would depend
on geographical calculation, and that lit'e difcuffion would be ne-
ceflary.  Now, when circumftances appearto be changed—when
the icalculation is made—when the Houfe are ready to vote, gen-
tlemen come forward and pretéend that they want time. 1 hope
the queftion will be now decidcd. While T am up I would ob-
ferve that I do not entertain a doubt of the patrioti{m and good
intentions of the gentlemen from Virginia: I believe however,
that their judgments are influenced by their-withes, forthey feem
to be engaged with a degree of cagernefs whith none elfe appear
to feel, %he very language of their motion declares this. They
feem to think the banks of Patowmac a paradife, and that river a
Euphrates. I have been told it isa fine fpot—and I fincerely with
thofe bleflings may ever refide there.

Mr. Burke : The Northern States have bad a fortnight to ma-
nage this matter, and will not now allow the Southern a day.
What is the conduét of gentlemen ? A league has been formed
between the Northern States and Pennfylvania. [Here Mr. Fitz-
fimons contradifted him.} This morning furnithed the firft in-
formationof it. I want information. I call on gentlemen for
the honor of the Houfe to give more time.

The queftion on rifing was carried.

are facri-~

ERIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.

Mr. ScoT7, being called on, faid, he had no obje&ion to give
his fentiments. The refolve which I laid on the table has been
honored by a majority of the Houfe. It contains fuch principles
as I believe ‘ought to govern in the fettlement of this grand quef-
tion, Whether the place which has been moved for is the right
one, isa matter yet to be decided.

Taking the Atlantic coaft fora guide, the Sufquehanna involves
undoubtedly the center of wealth, population and territory.
All that has been faid of the weftern territory has not induced me
te wifh that all that immenfe country fhould be brought into
view. The refolution holds out an idea that the Atlantic States
{hould go as mear that country as their own convenience would al-
low, This is all Iexpe& or hope for. Iamconvinced that to
go farther weft than this point of convenience, would be to injure
the Weftern Territory itfelf. . The queftion feems to lie between
the Sufquehanna and Pawtomac. The center which1 contemplate
lres between them, at nearly ‘equal diftances, butrather nearer
thelatter. I am pretty well acquainted with both rivers.

Hethen gave a geographical defcription of ‘thofe rivers, which
to avoid any poffible errors, we fhall not attempt to trace. The
defcription related to their feveral advantages of communication
with the Weftern Territory. 1In his calculation he confidered
P\ttﬂ)urgh asthe key of that Territory ; and that the advantages
of one river or the other muftbe determined, by.its relation to the
place. Therefult of his detail was a-conclufion clearly in favor of
the Patowmac. To do juftice to the committee, he faid, I mnf}
declare that there is no comparifon betweenthe advantages of ong
communication and-the other, with refpeét to the Ohio Country.
Patowmac will no doubt, one day, be a very important channel
nto-thofe regions.

He concluded by obferving, that ‘though he thought that the
Patowmac was nearer that centre of communication between the
Atlantic and the Ohio, ‘than the Sufquehanna, as there was no
profpeé of a decifion in favor of the former, he fhould give his
vote for the Sufquehanna. In this fituation, as he wasa native of
Pennfylvania, there was a certain duty which he owed to his coun~
try, and which he fhould now perform,

—
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