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THE TABLE T.—No. XLV.
<« And each fhort 17;;1_ in [pite of nature

¢« May add a cubit to her ftature.”’

HAVE often admired at the condefcenﬁg‘n
I that women of intrinfic cle_*gance {liew, in
fubmiting to an excefs of faihions, which on-
ly diminifh fuch charms as have_a real exnﬂ:e_nce
in nature. Simple neatnefs gives a beautiful

fon far more pleafing attractions, than any
ofmaments, which fancy or artifice can invent.
The moft therefore thata fine woman fhould aim
at, is to avoid fingularity Ifin her drefs, fhe
iffumes any unufual glare, her appearance may
dazzle the eyes of beholders more, but it will
affet their hearts lefs. The forms of etiquette
are defigned to bring perfons, who affaciate to-
ether, on fome degree of equality, for the
time being. It hides the deformities of one, and
veils the excellencies of another.

In a citcle of ladies highly drefled, it is not
eafy to form particular attachments. Thofe
gaufes that excite admiration feldom engage
the tender fentiments of the heart. For this
teafon, a woman often has many admirers, who has
fiot a fingle Tover. A rowering fanciful head-drefs
and other flaring deeorations may be an advan-
faseto 4 girl, whofe fize and figure are not natu-

ly favorable; but they have the reverfe ef-
fect ont orie who wears the graces of native ele-

arice.  In fhort, a woman of inherént beauty

eomimits an imprudent act, whenever fhe inakes
her drefs fo confpicuous as to be looked at, more
than herfelf. It is rather a difcredit toa charm-
mg girl, that her moft dahgerous rival fhould
tome from 4 milliner’s fhop.

The eriquette of courts, like that of drefs, is
valcalated to obfcutre the real character. Thofe
who afferhble at thie levees of princes, all ap-

ear nder a mafk. There are iro circum{tances
thit indicate the peculiar gqualities of men, on
thefe occafions. If a blockhead commits no mif-
tike, He pafles for a fafhionable man, and meets
ith artention from philofophers. If the moft
folid merit is unatténded with a knowlege of
étiquette, it will pafs, in fuch a fitvation, as a
thing of no valué. Thofe rules, which knaves
have in all ages invented for the fake of deceiv-
ing and mfanaging fools, have obtained a cur-
yency amony the wifeft and beft of men. Itis
necefliry that it fhould be (o.
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NEW.-YORK; SerteMser 16, 1789.
SKETCHOFPROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.

I the HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the
UNITED STATES,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.

Debate on the fubjelt of fixing the PERMANENT SEAT of GOP-
"ERNMENT—~Continued.

- Mr.Manisont If this delay Thould not produte any alteration
in the fentiments of the gentlemen, it will at Jeaft {often that hard
decifion that {eemws to be {6 unfavorable to the friends of the Pa-
towniac, 1 hepe we fhall all coménr in the great principles on
which wé oughttd conduét and. decide this bufine(t, 1 eonceive
that an equal attention to the great.rights of everypart of the coms
munity 1s the principle en which we are to proeeced. No govem-
thet, Sir, ot ever themoftdefpotic, san go beyond a certain point,
Without wiolating that idea of equal right, which prevails in the
mind of every commusity; In republican governrhents, jultice,
andeoﬁxahty form the bafis of the {yftem; and pérhaps the firu€ture
€ relt on no other foundation that the wifdom of man ¢an deyife.
Ina federal republic, give me leave o fay, it is even more necel-
Tity a1 proper that a faered regard fhould be paid to them. For
beyond the‘fenfe of the commmmity. at large, which has its proper
agency in {uch a {yflem;, no fuch gevernment can 4& with fafety.
Thc. federal inlcrcf{ involvesloeal ditinétions, which produce lo-
tal jealoufies, and give at the {amwe tifoea greater 16cal capacity to
it and exert this fenfe moft offe@ually.  In aconfedetacy of
State, inwhich tWeipeopleoperate in oneidite®ion as eitizens; 2nd
1 dnother as formin gpolitical communities, the local goyérnmonts
will ever poflefs a fuperior capacity te take advantage of thefe
Powerson which the proteétion of their rights depend. If thefe
great rights be the befis of republics, and if there be a doablé ne-
eeflity of pitending to them in-a federal republic, itis further to be
‘infidered, that there is no eneTight, of whichithe people can judge
with more cafe'and certainty, and of which they will jndge with
Inore jealoufy, than of the eftablithment of the bcrmancm {eat of
i povernnvent, and Sir, T 2m perfuadet that howeyer often this
fubjeét may be difcufled in the reprefentative body, or however
At.agtention of the community ahay be drawa 1o it, theabferva-
f“(fn} } have made will be more and more verified. We fee fhe
Operdtion of this feritiment fully exemplified in what has taken
Place in the fevers! States,  In every inflance where the feat of go-
"‘"Wmm thashieen placed i wivecoentric pofition, we have feen
’ff'f Propleeitherifuccef$fully or unfuccelsiully fruggling to place
Ut where it oyghtito be. -In fome inftarices thev have not yet fuc-
“edéd bt T believe they will Tacceed imall. In many they have
itually pained their pmn't.

One of aherfimibsmwea (6r e i thie State of Virginia fince the revo- |
8100, was the removal of the {cht-of govermmantftom an eccentric |
Lortowne which correfpanded mpre with the fen{@of theState,
In North-
in South Care- |

Pof

‘QC“d an equal regard to the'rights of the community.

varolitia e Yave 'feen che frme iineipl ite
ame ‘principi€ operate :
Hia the fa e i b S

p 16 the' State df Pennfylvomia, powerfal as the in-
tamient sare, | -

';::fl fuccefsful efforts already . to tranave i 1td a -fhore proper
. f‘“;e- In the State of Delaware, where the government was as
e 1

the n‘“”"fﬂ fromribie cedtre as'in any other State, we have feen
¢ :2me {pirit operate.. In the State of New-York we have feen
‘C‘.u:. gﬁ_thmt. with forhe flheftuatons, arifiog {rom odeafional cir-

Wances of sonvenience. In Mallachuferisthe fame cffotts have

n favorof wsseapital, we have feen fetioisand al- !

been T““d"a and in all probability, when fome temporary confi-
df?ra}l(}ns ceafe, we fhall find' the fame pridciple aéting there alfo.
Sir, it is not furprifing, when we confider the natire off mankind,
that this fhould: be the cafe.

With refpe&, however, to the federal government, there is one
confideration, which flews in a peculidf manner the neeeflity and
policy of ‘paying a ftriét attention to this principle. Oue of the
greateftobjeétions which hasbeen madeby the opponents of thie
{yftem, which has been admited by its friends, 18 the extent of
our limits. It has been afferted by fome, and almoft feared by
others, that within fo great a fpace no free. government can exift.
I hope and truft, that the opinionis fallactous. But at the faine
time, Sir, acknowleging it to have a certain degree of force, it is
equally incumbent on thofe, who wilh wellto the Union, that this
tnconvenience fhould be diminifhed as much as poffible. The
way té diminifly it, is to place the government in that fpot which
will be leaft removed from every part of the empire. Carry itto
an etcentric pofition; and it will be equivalent to an extention of
our limits. And if our limits arc alteady extended fo far as-war-
rants in any degree the apprehenfion above mentioned, we ought
totake care not to extend them farther.

But the truth is, that.in every point of view in which we can
regard this fubjet, we fhall find it a {ubje& of importance. It is
mportant that every part of the community fhould have the pow-
er of fending; with equal facility, to the{eat of government fuch
rep.re(tntanvtsm take cHarge of their intereft as they are moft dif-
pofed to gonfide in. IF you place the government in an cccentric
fituation; the attendance of the members; and all who are'to trin-
fa& the public bufinefs, will not be equally convenient, The
members of the Union will not have an cciua] chaoce of being re-
prefented by men of the beft abilities. You do therefore violate
the principle of equality; in a part which is pecuhiarly vulnerable.
_If we conlider the cxpence) that isan inconvenience not without
its weight.

In the laft compenfationsthat have been voted, the eccentricity
of our pofition has had a difagreeable influence. The more re-
mate the govérnment is, the greater will be the neceflity of making
liberal compenfitions, and holding out powerful inducements in
order to obtain fervicealsle men; to reprefent you ; and you can
make no diftinétion ; you muft give to thofe who have the leaft
inconvenience, the fame 2s thofe who have the moft: The feat of
government igof great importancé, if you confider the @iffufion of
wealth which proceeds fioni this fooree. I prefuine that the ex-
penditures that will take place where the government will be
eltablifhed, by thofe who are immediately concerned in its admi-
niftrition, and by others who may refort to it, will'not be lefs than
half a millivh-of dallars a year. It is to be regretted that thofe
whe may be moft convenrent to the centre; (hould enjoy thole
bleflings in a higher degree than otheis. But it 152n evil which is
impofed on us by nectffity ; we diminifh it as we place thefource
Fromr which thofe émanationsare to proceed; as near the eenter;
es poflibleé,

It we confider, Sir; the effells of legillative powers on the dg=
gregate community, we muft feel equal inducements to Jook for
the centre, in erder to find the proper fest of government. Thofe
who are moft convenient to the feat of legiflation, will always
poflefs advantages dver othérs. An edfly knowlege of the law,
an influente ivenabting them, 4hd a thetfand other cifcumftances,
wull give a {uperiority to thofe who arethus fitnated. 1f it were
poflible to promulge our laws by fome inflantaneous aperation, it
would be of little confequence in that point of view where thego-
vernment was. But if on the contrary; tifre is neteffary for this
purpele, we oughtas far a¢ poffible; to give every part of the com-
munity an opportunity of obtaining a fmwlcge of the fubjeé.

If we confider the influence of the government in its executive
department, theré isno lels reafon to conclude that it ought to be
placed in the center of the Umion. It onght to be ina fituation to
command information, félativetbevery part of the Umon, in ever
conjunéture, to {eize every circumftance which can be umproved,

id which eught to be attended to. One of the moft important
confiderations which is prefented by this part of the {uhjeft, isthe
aeceflity of having the executive eye placed in a fituation where it
can fee the dangers which may threaten, and the executive arm
placed alfo from whence it may be extended; moft effeftaally, to
the proteftion of every part. Perhaps it i4 peculiarly neceflary,
that in fooking for the centre; we fhould keep our eye as much as
poffible to our weftérn borders. For a long. time, dangers will
be moil apt to {pring from that quartet.

In refpe® tothe Judiciary; if itis not eqitally neceffary, it is z{t
highly impertant, that thegovérnment fhoald be equally aceeffible
to every patt of thole who are to be governed. Why (hould the
citizenis of one quarter of the Union be fubjeét to greater difficul-
ties than others > Why fhould they be obliged to travel a greater
diftance than othens<td carr y their withefles, and be Tubjeét to all
the inconwveniencies attending the ad miniftvation of juftice at a re-
miote diftance 7 In Thost, whether we confider the fubjeft with re-
gard tp the executive, the legiflative, and judicial departments, we
{ee the foundeft realons for fixing on that place, which may be the
moft permenefit center of terntory and population in refpeét to
the Weftern Territory. For it wenld be on affront to the Lnder-
ftanding of our fellow-citizens on the Weftern Waters, to expeft
that they will be united with their Atlantic brethren, onany
other principle than thet of equality and juftice.

1 venture to fay that it is neceffiry 1n order to preferve the
Union, that we fhould deal out the ble{ings of government with
animpartial hand, and that in placing the government from which
thefe bleflings are to flow; we fhould retire from the Atlantic, as
faras is convenient; and approach that pomt which will moft ac-
coramedate the weftern countty ; and in doing this we fhall fill
fop (hertof that geographicalcentrey whofe circle would embrace
ouf ultramontane citizens themlelves. In my opinien, the favor
requefted by the ‘weftern inhabitants is as reafonable as poffible,
when thiey declore that they will befatisfied, if we go 1o tar only
2 toleave open a properand eafy comruaication with the Atlan-
tic 3 tho they fill be fubjefted to great inconveniencies.

From the Atlantic to the Maflifippi accordingto the beft eftimate,
the diftance is not Tefs than feven hundred -and fifty miles.  If we
go to that part of the Patowmac which is propofed, it will carry
the government. 2,50 miles weft—we fill have 500 from the Mif-
fiippt. I .am furethat if juftice requires that we fhou}d take any
one pofitionin preference to another, we have every inducement
of intereft as well as generofity to.fix on the Patowmac. It is im-
potfible to réfle€t 2 moment on the feparation of that branch of the
Union; without feeing the mifchiefs which that event muft create.
The area of the United, States, when divided into equal parts, will
perhaps leaveone half on the well ide of the Allegany mountains.
From the fertility of {oil, and the finenefs of climate, and every |
thing that can favora growing population, we may fuppofe that
the fettlenrent will go onr with every degree of rapidity which our |
imagipation can conceive. If the ratio of calculation is confider-
ed, that we double intwenty five years, we fhall contemplate in |
that timean aftonithing mafs of people on the wefltern waters,—
Whether this great mals fhaltform a part of the united members,
or whether it{hall:be feperated ifito an alienya jealous, and a hoftile
people, mnft.depend on the meafuyes that are fhortly to be taken.
Sir, the difference between confidering them in the light of fellow

itizens, bound to us bya common intereft, obeying common
laws, and purfuing common good, and confidering them in the

light I hive mentioned, prefents one of the greateft ideas that can
fillan. American mind: Iaftead of peace and friendfhip, we fhall
have rivalthip and enmity: Inftead of heing a gredt people, invyl~
nerable on all fides; and without the neceflity of thofe eftablifh-
ments which other nations require, we fhall-have to fupport e%-
peniive and dangerous eftablifhments neceffary for defenice. We
{hall be obliged to lay burthens on the people to fupport thew,
and which, fooner or later will be fatal to the liberties of Ameri-
ca. Itisincurnbent on usy if we wifhto aét tire part of enlighten-
ed legiflators or magnanimous citizens, to confidetr well when we
are about to take 4 ftep, that the fiep be diretted by the motives'I
have defcribed, We miuft confidet what is juft, whatis equal,
what is fatisfaétory. y

It may be afked why it was neceffary to bring into view thefe
principles, fince they would not be denied. Sir, I apprehead
that in general we fhall not difagree as'to the principle. But'at
the fame time principles are fo conneéted with fats, thatit is ne-
ceflary we fhould colleétall the light; and examine all the circum-
ftances which may lead usto ajuftdecifion. ©On a candid view of
the two rivers, I flatter myfelf that the feat which will moft cor-
refpond with the public intereft, wiil be found on the banks of
the Patowmac:

It is proper that we have fome regard to exteot of territory.
If that is to have weight, give meleave to fay that there isno corfi-
parifon between the two rivers. I defyany gentlemen to caht
his eye in the moft curfory manner over the moft perfe€t map,
and fay the Patowmac is not much nearer this center than any
part of the Sufquehanna.  Sir, if we meafure from the banks of
the Patowmac to the moft eaftern part of the United States, it is
lefs diftant than from the moft fouthern: If we meafurethis great
area diagonally, the Patowmac will ftill be nearer. Ifyou draw
a line perpendicular to thelineof the Atlantic coaft, you will ind
that it will run more equally through the Ratowmac, than any other
part of the Union ; or if therebe aiy difference between one fide
and the other; there will bea greater fpace on the fouth-weft
than on the north-eaft. = All the maps of the United States fhew
the truth of this. From the Alantic coaft to thatline which fepa-
rates the Britith pofleffions from the Umited States, the average
diftance is not more than 150 miles. If you take the average
breadth of the other branch of the United States, it will be found
tobe fix, feven, and eight hundred miles. From thisview of the
fubje&, which it is not ealy to defcribe by words, I am fure thit
if the Patowmac is not the geographical center, it is becaufe the
Sufquchanna is lefs fo.

I'acknowlege that fome regard is to be paid to the center of
population, But wherefhall we find this center 7 I know of rib
tule by which we may be governed, except by confidering the
proportion among the Reprefentatives of the different Statés, & i
believe, if we take that criterion; the prefent center of populatign
will be found fomewhere in Penafylvania, and notfar from the
Sufguehanua. I acknowlege that the prefent ceater of population
is nearer the Sulquehannathan the Patowmac. But are we choof-
ing a feat of government for the prefent moment? Are we to
confine our attention tothe prefent ftate of population ? I prefuime
not; we muftleok forward to thefe probable changes that are fooh
to take place. I appeal to the judgement of every gentleman, if we
haye not reafon to fuppofethat thofe futire changesin the population
of this country will be particularly favorable tothat part which lics
fouth of the Patowmac. On what dothe meafure and extent of
population depend? They depend on climate, on the foil andl
the vacancy, We find that pepulation like mioney feeks thofe
places where it can att with moft freedom; and has always a ten-
dency to equalize itlelf: We fee the people thoving from the
more crouded to the lefs crouded parts.  We fee emigratiofi take
place from the parts that are filled. The fwarms do not coime
from the {outhern, but from the northernand ealtern hive, This
will continue to operate till every part of America receives its due
fhare of population: If there beany event oh which we may cal-
culate withtolerable certainty; I take it thac the center of popu-
lation will continually advance in a fouth-weftern direfion. It
mufk then travel from the Sulquehanma; if it is now found there.
It may go beyond the Patowrhac: But the titme will be long firft;
and if it fhould, the Patowmac is the great high-way of communa
ication between the Aclantic and the Weftern Country, which
which will juftly preventany attempts to remove the feat further
fouth. I have faid, Sir; that the commimication to the Weftetrn
Territory is more commodious through the Patowmat than the
Sufguehanna: I wifh all the fals connebted with this fubjeft
could have been more fully afcertained; and more fully ftated. But
if we confider the fa@ts which have been offered by gentlemen who
{poke; we muft conclude that the commanication through the
Patowrhac would be much more facile and effe€tual than any
other,

Mr. Mabisow then flated the different flages of diftance on the
tworivers, from which he concluded thatthe probable diftance from
the place of fixing the government on the Patowmacto Fort Pitt, by
land, was 140 or 180 miles; and from that part of the 8afguehanna
which was contemplated, 250, if the courfe of the Patowmac was
followed, not more then 250, but on the courfe of the Sufque~
hanna; about goo.

Whethier, therefore; faid lie; we meafure the diftance by latd
ofr witer; it is in favor of the Patowmac; and if we confider the
progrefs in opening this great channel, I am confident the con-
fideration would be equally favorable; It has been determined
by accurate refearch, that the waters running into the Ohio, may
be found not more than two or three miles diftant from thofe of
the Patowmac. Thisis a fa& of peculiatimportance.

It has been faid that if Congrefs thould make choice of the Pa-

towmac; greater difcontents would arife, than if they prefered
the Sufqichanna; I know not the data from which this opinion
is drawn, Who will have the beft right to complain ? Willic
be thofe who may be gratified if the government fhiould be fixed
on the Sufquchanna? Ibelieve not. The truth is, that if the
place fhort of the prefent geographical centet is fhiort of the centér
of population, as it may exift ina reafonable time, we have rea
fon to believe that the {fouthern inhabitants will conceive thema
felves moft aggrieved. I think I may with truth declare, if the-
feat of government fhould be fixed on the Sufquehanna, every part
fouth p% that river, and every part of the United States fouth of
the Ohio, will conceive that the great principles of equal juftice,
have been difregarded. If we are to confider the {ubjeét in that
point of view, Iam fure it is moftexpedient that we fhould give
the preference to Patowmac. This is not all—If you eftablifh it
on the Patowmac, thofe who think themfelves not equally dealt
by, will find the caufe of their difcontent continually fubfiding;
becaufe the center of population will be continually approaching to
the geographical center. If onthe other hand, you fix thefeat ina
place which is perpetually eccentric with refpeét to territory, the
centerof population will forever recede. ;

The gentleman from Maflachufetts, yefterday raifed ?rcat obw
je€tions againft the Patowmac, becaufe it was, he fuppofed, fuba
je&t to periodical maladies from which the other river is free. 1
am not authorifed from perfonal experience, or very particular
information to draw.a comparifon between them : But there are
fome general falts that may ferve to fthew that if there is any dif-
ference, it is more likely to be in favor of the Patowmacthan the
Sufquehanna. The pofition contemplated on the banks of the
former is confiderably farther from tide water than the place pro-
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