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Poled on the latter.  On this account therefore wa have little
reafon to expeét that the Patowmac is more unhealthy. “ If we
confider their comparative fituation with refpeft to the weft, the
Patowmnc is almoft 25 much farther weft, as1t 1s diftant from the
Sufquehanna—and we well know that generally fpeaking as we
retire towards the weftern and high country, we are generally re-
moved from the caufes of thofe difeafes to which lower fituations
are expofed. Asalfo thetwo places are nearly in the fame latitude,
the obje&ion.which holds with re fpeét to fouthern climes cannot
apply to one more than the other. It is only their weftern or eaft-
ern pofition, their remove from or proximity to the lower coun-
try, andto freth or ftagnant water which can properly bé brought
intoview. Itis not becaufe we advance o much to the fouth that
we advance to the centre, it is becaufe we go more to the weft,

Idonot know that there isa difference of more than a degree and

five or fix minutes between the latitude 6f New-Yor k and the pro-
pofed place on the Patowmac. The advantage the Patowmac
has from its centrality, 1s derived more from  its weftern than
its fouthern pofition,

I will notat prefent go farther in this argument, ‘and flatter
myfelf that the confiderations which have been fuggefted will
have their proper weight, and ifthey fhould becontradiéted, that
we fhall be able further to fupport them. [ Daily Adv. ]

Mr. Amrs after fome 1mr0du&<\ry obfervations, remarked that
a central fituation is to be taken. He offered many reafons to (hew
that the centre of a fea coaft line isto be regarded.—In fubftance
they were becaufe, it is more conveniently acce/fible, has more
wealth and more people than an equal area of inland country. Be-
ing more liable to invafion, government fhould be near to protet it.
It1s the interefl of the back country to have the government near the
fea, to infpc(f‘t and encourage trade ; by which their dbundm[pm-
duce will find an export.—And laftly, he faid ‘the (m/l.fugzmy (]
the feparation of the weftern country was a reafon fer prefering the
fea coaft.

He proceeded next to fay There will not be any conteft
where this centre of the fea coaft line is to be found. It falls be-
tween the rivers Patowmac and Sufquehanna. It will be found that
thereare good reafons why we fhould rather move eaft than {outh.

If the feacoaft line is to be prefered, it will follow, that the
back lands weft of the Ohio, which the gentleman from Virginia
has {o often taken into his calculations, will be excluded. They
are not peopled.  They do not affet the fea coaft line. And that
line has already been voted to be the proper one by the committee,
As it istrue that the fea coaft has more wealth and people than the
inland country in propoition to the extent, it is equally true that
the eaftern half of the fea coaft has more of both than the {fouthern.
If we reckon Maryland, which will be as well accommodated
by the Sufquehanna as by the Patowmac, we fhall find the popu-
lation of the eaftern part nearly two millions and that of the
fouthern'only one milhon.  And the population of free inhabi-
tants fill lefs in favor of the latter,

But, Sir, inftead of feeking a centre gr‘ngmphimlh'. we fhould
confider the centre of common convenience., That place is the
Properone, wherethe greateft number of perfons will be beft ac-
commodated. I will endeavorto {hew, that that will be on the
Sufquehanna, Is the zeal of gentlemen who oppofe this defign
influenced by their defpair of removing the feat of government af-
terwards ? T believe the people of Amerrea will not complain of
it. If fixed there, I think it will be found convenient and will
remain there,

The Sufquehanna is the centre of common convenience, At
this moment, there ismore wealth and more inhabitants eaft than
fouth of it. But the future population of America is calculated,
and it is pretended that the balance of population isreceding from
the eaft. . Surely, the prefent inhabitants may be allowed princi-
Pally to confult their own convenience. Weft of the Ohiois an
almoft immeafureable wildernefs. When it willbe fettled,or how
it will be poflible to govern it, is paft calculation. Gentlemen
will pardon me, if I think it perfeétly romantic to make this de-
cifion depénd upon that.circumftance, Probably it will be near
a century before thofe people will be confiderable.  If we fix the
national feat in the proper place now, it would give me no inquie-
tude to know that an hundred years hence it may be liable to be
removed. But in fa&, the principle which is affumed by the
committee, and which I have attempted to juttify, of taking the
centre of the fea coaft line, will even in the event of that vaft tra&
being fettled, furnifh abundant reafon for its remaining on the
Sulquehanna, I will not recapitulate thofe reafons. We muft
take fome principle to guide us : And though fome inequalities
will appear, yet let gentlemen remember, that in fo vaft a coun-
try, great inconveniences will attend the communications of the
people with the government, be the feat of it where it may : And
by taking the centre of the fea coft line they will be lefs than up-
onany other principle. It will be found beft to ac ommodate the
greateft number : Or in other words to be the centre of common
convenience, Indeed this isnot denied to be true at this moment
But the cafeis faid to be changing, On the one hand, I think it
is utopian to calculate upon the population of the United States a
century hence : And on the other, I admit that it is impolitic at
leaft, perhapsunjuft, to confine our attention to the prefent popu-
lation: A quarter of a century may be a medium. Wil gentle-
men deny that trade and manufa@ures will accumulate people in
the eaftern States in the proportion of 5to 3 compared with the
fouthern ? Thedifproportion will doubtlefs continue to be muc h
greater than I have calculated. It is attually greater at prefent.
For the climate and negro {lavery are acknowleged to be unfa-
vorable to population. So that hufbandry as well as commerce
and manufalures will give more people in the eaftern than the
fouthern States,  The very circumftance that gentlemen found
their reafonings upon is pretty: ftrongly againt their calculations,
They tell us of the vaft quantities ofgood land ftillunfettled in their
ftates. That will produce a thin population. For the old lands
will.not be erouded fo longas new lands are to be had.

So far, therefore,as we may be allowed to look forward, the
caftern half from this central feat
the other,

will be far more populousthan
In New-England the fettfed parts are {aid tocontain
about 45 to a fquare mile.

Much .is faid of the f paration. of the weftern  territory,
At a remote period, the junétion of the Britifh colonies with the
Union might be taken into view.

The feat of government on the Sufquehanna will be nearly ac-

ceflible by water to all the people near the fea coaft, By Dela-
waremveron one fide and Chefapcak ay on the other.
Let usnext confider the inland navigation of this river, Pitt(.

lv,ur; on the Ohio may be confidered as the key of thofe waters :

at leaft to the northward. It isa kind of common centre. Let
us fee how we fhall approach it by the Sufquehanna.
From Havre de Grace, at the mouth of Sufquehanna, " i
and at the head of the Chefapeak to Wy ight’s ferry is T S
(And here the federal town propably will be.)
To Harris’ ferry, - - = 20
To the mouth of Juniata river, 15
Up Juniata river to the St anding Stone, 75
Portageto Conimac, Old town, = 30
Down the Kifkiminetas river to the Allegany river, 6o
Down that river to Pitfburg, S = 30
270
And from the fuppofed feat of government at Wright’s ) z
feyvry only - ; 2 < S 23
Let us compare this route to Pittfburg,with that by thePatowmac,
From the tide water on Patowmac to Fost SRR
Cumberland, - - - kg Fancs
Portage to the three forks of Tur key Foot, 30
Water carriage, and portage one mile, at the falls ol‘g
Yohiogany, - - - 9
Down the Yohiogany to the Ohio, - 50
Up to Pitlburg, - = o 15
—3%
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I have reafon to confide in thefe calculations,
Thelatter is faid to be made by a diftinguifhed
perfon whofe authority no man will difpute.. If
it is true, or any thing near true, it will deftroy
the whole argument in favor of the Patowmac.
[ have confulted the beft informed perfons out of
the Houfe, and believe the ftatement to be true,
as it refpects bothrivers. Ifitis, the pondrous
edifice which the gentleman from Virginia has
erected with fo much labor crumbles to powder.
For it will appear, that it is more than 70 miles
nearer by the Sufquehanna and Juniata to Pitfburg
than by way of the Patowmac.” Neither fhould
we forget that from the tide water onthe Patow-
mac to Chefapeak is near 200 miles. Of courfe,
the accefs by water is lefs convenient and direct.

The eaftern branch ofthe Sufquehanna is na.
vigable to the head, at lake Otfego. A detach-
ment of Gen. Sullivan’s troops came in boats
from that lake quite down the river. This river
ftretches it's long arms and embraces a vaft
country, comprehending not lefs than twenty
millions of acres.

Let us next confider the connection through
this water withthe lakes. Itsbranches approach
the Allegany river very near, and by a portage
of only three miles communicate with the waters
of Lake Erie.

Reckoning from Fort Pitt, Lake Erieand its
waters, and the feveral branches of the Sufque-
hanna, it will be found that more than fifty thouf-
and fquare miles are accommodated with water
carriage.  Perhaps, out of America, there is
not fuch ancther inftance in the world. Yet
this is not all. The water communication by
the Patowmac is fubfervien: to the argument for
the Sufquehanna. For if the weftern country
is {o wonderfully accommodated by its waters,
that it is an high-way, then it is only 6o miles
travel, a mere portage, to Wright’s ferry,
They will be on a footing wich thofe who come
by fea, and they will have ftill greater advantages
over many of thofe who travel by land.

However, Mr. Jefferfon’s account of the Pa-
towmac does not correfpond with the praifes now
beftowed upon it. He fays the fallsare fifteen miles
long, and fpeaks very unfavorably of the interior
navigation, In the fummer it’s waters are very
fubject to fail. My informants prefer the waters
of the Sufquehanna. Admiting, however, that
the Patowrac ‘is as commodious as the other, itill
there are weighty reafons in favor of it’s rival,

The advantage to the neighboring country in
point of trade, refulting from the federal town,
1s very uneflentialin a national view. The peo-
ple on the Patowmac will not be injured in the
conveyance or fale of their produce by having
it fixed on the Sufquehanna. For the influence
of the federal town in this refpe& will not ex-
tend far. And as to the convenient accefsto the
government : It will make only fixty miles differ-
ence which furely is not an obje¢t. But the
great national pointis, to fix the feat of govern-
ment in that place, where it will beft fecure the
Union.

The Patowmac isin fome degree expofed to two
dangers : By fea, and from the mountains : Large
veflels can go to Georgetown. The events of the
late war have proved that there is a foundation
for this apprehenfion. The weftern country is
to be viewed under different circumftances. From
Lake Erie, by Pitlburg, to the head of the Chefa-
peak, the peopleare naturally connected with us.
They muft fend their produce through the Srates.
But lower down the Ohio, and on the Miffifippi,
the people have their export by the latter river.
If the latter fhould feparate from the Union, they
will not be willing to leave the fouthern ftates in
the Union. The fepararion will not take place
by the mountains, which are far from being im-
paflable. The capital, if imprudently placed fo
far fouthweft, will furnifh a temptation to this
divifion, and ftrength and refources to maintain
it. Iwill not dilate on this idea, tho I think itan
importangone. The more it is weighed,the more
hazardous and prepofterous it will appear,to place
the capitalin a fituation, where gentlemen’s own
arguments admit, when they {peak of the contin-
gency oflofing the weftern country, that we may
need all our {trength, and yet, where we fhould
be able to command buta finall part of it.

Contraft this with the Sufquehanna. The coun-
try is perfecily fafe from both dangers of inva-
fion by fea and fromthe mountains. If a divifion
fhould happen, the feat of government will fall
on the right fide of the dividing line—and fo
much ftrength on the frontier of that line will
prevent a divifion. For the country from Lake
Erie to Fort Pitt, and fromthence to Lake Cham-
plain, vaftin its extent, its foil fruitful, its climate
favorable to the production of an hardy race of
men, and to fuftain a vafl multitude of them—-this
vaft country will be benefited in fomedegree, and
in a greater attached to the Union by ﬁxing the
feat of government in this place. Befides, nature
has united them by indiffoluble ties to the States
—aunlefs a feeble government fhould engender
the anarchy of many feparate fovereignties. Itis
a pleafing reflection to trace the effect of the
ftrength of this part of the weftern ter
wards fecuring the remaining w
the Union,
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a line drawn from Lake Erie to the (i
will be fafe from the force of any othey &
America—will that other part be fafe fl‘(};xrtht
eaftern part ! Tho nationaljulficeandthe“.Ffl’E
policy fhould direé our counfels, yet ambitl' o,
men will finda motive and a pretext for fom:,gm
ing a divifion. But thofe near the line of ”:.
ealtern half will be unwilling to be a fl'omiere
Thofe farther fouth will be equally fo—anq Wh'\i
barrier, in cafe of a feparation, have they to 0‘)_
pofe to theirnorthern neighbors ? The mountai;!];
furnifh none, and both parties live beyondthem
The great rivers will‘expofe them to hoftile iu:
roads, as they will afford a convenient paffage 1,
troops. In fact, the weftern people will fecyre
the weftern people. If the feparation fhoy)g
notwithﬁanding take place, it would not be be.
caufe nature directsit.  We fhould have the cop.
folation of reflecting that we havye provided the
beft means of preventing its happening at all, and
from it, after it has happened, the beft fec
againit the effects which will refult.

I will not pretend to fay that any one of thefe
arguments is conclufive—nor do I flatter myfelf
that they will immediately produce conviction,
I place dependence on the moderation and good
fenfe of gentlemen who poflefs public {pirit and
private honor. I rely upon the calm review which
they will make of my obfervations a week hence,
when the fervor of this debate has {ubfided.

I appeal to their candor at that time to decide
whether in point of centrality, acceffibility, pro.
tection to the Union, falubrity, and {afety from
infurrection and invafion, thereis not folid reafon
for eftablithing the feat of government on the
Sufquehanna. I will not fay that the Patowmac
is infalubrious. But itis well known that north.
ern conftitutions are impaired by removing toa
more fouthern latitude. The air may be health
ful—but the change is found to be pernicious to
them. Whether there is any foundation for it,
cr not, the eaftern people would dread the experi.
ment.

The prefervation of the Union is the worthieft
object ofa patriot’s wifhes. The world has doubt-
ed our fuccefs. I feel a confolation in the opin-
1on that the meafure I am contending for will beft
contribute to that end. An American legiflature
may feek true glory by fuch meafures as will tend
to fecure the Union, to preferve peace, and todif-
fufe the bleflings of fcience, liberty, and good
government over a greater extent of country, _and
in an higher degree, than the world ever enjoy-
ed them. Surely this will intereft the pride of
every honeft heart. It is the philofophy of am-
bition—it is the religion of politics.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER I2.

A meflage wasreceived from the Senate by Mr.
Secretary Otis with the bill for eftablifhing the
compeniations of the Members of the two }.{oufes
and their refpecétive officers, concurring in the
amendment of the Houfe, to the amendment of
the Senate.

In committe of the whole on the bill foreftab-
lifhing judicial courts. y
Mr. BoupinoT in the chair.

The committee proceeded in the difcuffionas
far as the 28th fection, when they rofe andre-
ported progrefs; and the Houfe adjourned.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER I4.

The committee appointed to examine the en-
rolled bills, reported that the bill for eﬁabhlh};
ing the compenfations of the Members of bot
Houfes and their refpective officers. having been
examined was found correct: The Speaker then
affixed his fignature to the fame.

A memorial from the BaArRon DE STUBEN Was
read and laid on the table. ¢

The memorial of the weighers and gaugef; °s
the city ‘'of New-York, praying that their fee
may be enhanced, was read a fecond time. &

A meflage was received from the Senate]“’lIe
the bill for fufpending the operation ofac aun‘
in the collection law, in which they have C? ‘
curred, with amendments. Alfo L.he bill for ILC
pending the operation of a claufe in the tonnag
act, non-concurred. to

The amendments propofed by the Senate 1
the refolution of the Houfe providing for amenO.
ments to the Conftitution, were read, andon mbe
tion it was voted that a number of copies
ftruck off for the ufe of the Members. i

The amendments to the bill for fufpending n
claufe in the collection law, were then read,a
accededto on the part of the Houfe. lief of

Thefe amendments provide for the rell P
Rhode-Ifland and North-Carolina, n he}! Oﬂ.to
provifion intended by the fufpenfion of P?
tonnage act.

The Houfe then went into a comm
whole onthe judicial bill. ino

Mr. Smrt }.1] (S. C.) propofed the ft‘)]{!osggo
amendment to the 29th fection, _Wl“fhlllebg {um-
juries, viz. That all juries which fha Unitcd
moned to ferve in the courts of the Jaws 0
States, fhall be formed according to t:ilc ent WaS
each State refpectively. This amendmet:
adopted. . fe

I\g)r. Burkr moved toinfert the following clau

ittee of the

In every event, the country, eaft of
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