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fum propofedin the bill'isifo much beyond all ex-
amplein any of the States, as will be confidered
beyond the abilities of the people.

The grants we have already made,are in gene-
ral {o high, and will excite fo much uneafinefs,
that I was in hopes that we fhould not have pro-
ceeded one ftep further in that line of policy.
[ hope, Sir, the motion will obrain.

Mr. BEnson urged the neceflicy of an ample
allowance, in order to command the firft abilities.
He faid, thereisno doubt, but plenty of candi-
dates may be found who would ferve for 1500 dol-
lars, or alefs fum. Inftances may be mentioned

of perfons oif‘cring to ferve as Governor in fome of

the States, for §oo dollars : But ifit is intended
to have the office refpectable by its being filled
with competent abilities—a lefs fum than that
propofed will not be found adequate.

Mr. Ames obferved, that he had ﬁ‘cqucntly
heard in the Houfe abftract reafonings upon the
fubject of falaries and compenfations : But for
my part ({aid he) I think fuch reafonings have
very little to do in the bufinefs.  The only en-
quiry 1s,” what fum is 11(':‘('ﬁi11')' to command the
firft abilities in the refpective States.—The gen-
tlemen from various quarters cdn determine with
a good degree of precifion, for themfelves. I
think I can fpeak for the four New-England
States—and fappofe that 1500 dollars per annum
for this officer, would be an object to excite the
attention of men of the firftabilities in thofe States.

Gentlemen may be found who would make the
greateft exertions to qualify themfelves for the
oflice.—I hope, Sir, the motion for ftrikinf out
the {fum will obtain.

Mr. LivERMORE and Mr. WHITE fpoke next,
and were both in favor of ftriking out 4500.

Mrv. Vininc advocated the {fum in rhe report.

le ftated the amount of the whole expence to be
incurred: and contrafted it with the benefits to
be derived to the United States, fromthe infkitu
tion. The object, faid he, is to attract and com-
mand the firft abilities. There are many gen-
tlemen in the practice of law, whofe abilities
command a greater income than 3000 dollars per
annum.  Can it be expected thar fuch perfons
will relinquifh their lucrative profeflions merely
for the honor of ferving the United States? It
cannot be expeted—and yet Sir, I prefume the
very fir{t abilities are the object to be obtained.

Mr. GErr¥ was in favor of the motion. He
went into a confideration of the debts, taxesand
burthens of the people; from thence urgcd the
neceflity ofthe utmoft prudence and economy in
our expenditures and appropriations. He refer-
red to the fituation of Great Britain, and contrafts
ing our circumftances with theirs, he faid the fa-
lary of the Chief Juftice onght to be about go0l.
fterling. He referred to what had been faid
refpecting the incomes of lawyers, and obferved
that he believed wherethere s one that gets 3000
dollars a year by his practice, there are twenty
who do not get one third of‘that fum. I con-
ceive, faid he, that a much lefs fum than that
propofed will command the firft abilities upon
the continent,

Mr. Jacxson faid he did not doubt the trith
of what the gentleman faid refpecting lawyers ;
but I would afk, faid he, ifthe Judges of the Su-
preme Court of the United States are to be taken
from the loweft clafs of lawyers? There is no
doubt but that Judges may be obtained for j5o00l.
but what kind of law—what decifions will you get
from fuch judges? There are lawyers in fome of
the States, who make from 1500 to 2000 guineas a
year by their great abilities: Will fuch men re-
hnqnhh their emoluments for the hunnrot'!l‘r\ing
the United States?

I have received accounts from the fouthward
by which /T find that gentlemen are declining
Public appointments on account of the fmallnefs
of the falairies. We ought to confider the great
importance of this officer—thatthe lives, the pro-
perties and rights of the citizens are to depend on
his decifions—that the difputes between the dif-
ferent Staies are to be finally fettled in this court
—that the prefervation of the Conftitution of the
United States and of the individual States de-
pends in a great meafure on the wifdom, impar-
tiality and independency of this officer ; and in
cafes of impeachment, the Prefident of the Uni-
ted States is to be tried by him—all the great
appeals, and matters of treaty, &ec. From
thefe confiderations, the firft abilities fhould be
procured—an ample and generous allowance
oughr to be given, fo that every poffible induce-
ment to an undue bias and influence may be taken
away.

Mr. PacE fpake againft low falaries. Among
many other obfervations he {aid, thatit had been
confidered by many, that lew falaries were re-
publican-: But I am of a different opinion: It
will be found that low {alaries are anti-republi
car); and rhat if you reduce your officers to a
feanty allowance, yau depreciate the government
vou have eftablifthed.
© Mr. SuiTa (S.C.) was oppofed to areduction
of the fum. FHe adverted tothe circumitance of

raifing the falaries of the judges in England at
the acceflion of the prefent King : From the idea
of rende g them more :')t?vpu:!:u('.'!f than th(’)‘

had been. He then ftated the amount of their
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falarias, and the ficuation of people inthat coun-
try in refpect to public burdens.

He then refered tq the falaries of the Judges.in
feveral of the States ; and pointed out the pro-
portion of expence which the judiciary of the
State of South Carolina bore to the amount of
their whole civil lift, and made it one third,
whereas the judiciary of the United States would
not amount to one eighth. He then urged the
neceffity of holding out fuch inducements as would
influence the firft abilities to accept of the appoint-
ment : He urged the importance of making the
Judges independent : He confidered the judicial
dcp:\rnn(-m as the fheet anchor of the Conftitu
tion— A department of the firft confequence to the
Unioni—A department which in all civilized
countries is placed in an eligible and independ-
ent {iruation.

Mr.Maprson, afterrecapitulating the obferv-
ations refpecting the firft abilities, faid, that it
ought to be confidered, that thefe Judges muft
make a new acquifition of legal knowledge.—
They muft have a familiar acquaintance with the
laws of every State.—They muft underftand the
nature of treaties, and efpecially the treaties
now fubfifting betwen thefe States and foreign
countries, &c-—Thele ftudies will abforba great
deal of their time.

When we' confider the duties that will de-
volve upon them, rhey ftrike the mind as being
of the greateft magnitude.—They are the guar-
dians of the Laws aind of the Confticution of the
United States—and I truft of the individuaal States
alfo.

When we confider the great and important
caufes, inwhich opulentindividuals will be par-
ties, that are to come under rheir cognizance,
we muft be {ftruck with the propriety ()t;ﬂliel«ling
thefe Judges fromn all poflible aflaults of tempta-
tion.—To thefe if we add important cafes of
treaties, in which the greateft interefts will be
involved, the idea will receive additional force.
Upon the whole confidering the circumftances of
the people, I fhall difagree to the fumn propofed
by the committee, but at the fame time I fhall
not agree to the propofed reduction.

Mr. StoNE, Mr. GERRY and Mr. Jackson ad-
ded fome few obfervarions—when the queftion
for ftriking out 4500 was carried, and 4000 being
propofed for infertion was alfo carried, 27 to 24.

Every article in this bill was oppofed and ad-
vocated upon the foregoing, or fimilar princi-
ples.

SATURDAY, SEPT. I9.

The Houfe took up the report of the commit-
tee of the whole on the Bill to eftablifh the falaries
of the judicial department. The falaries report-
ed were feverally confirmed, except the falary of
the Chief Juftice, which was reduced ro 3500 dol-
lars, and the Diftrict Judge of Georgia, from 1600
to 150o0dollars, The falary of the Diftrict Judge
of Kentucky was increafed from 800 to 1000 dol-
lars, and the Attorney General reduced from 2000
to I §00.

In going through the report Mr. Wa1TE , Mov-
ed that it fhould be fo amendéd as to fix the falary
of the Diftrict Judge of Maflachufetts at rooo dol-
lars.  He obferved that this was not intended to
affect Maffachuferts alone, but to operate rhrough
the whole fyftem ; if he fuceeeded in that motion
he fhould mnake a fimilar one with regard to the
other States. That the _]ndicim'_\' {yftem was re-
garded by the people with a more jealous eye
than any other part of the Conftitution ; that he
conceived it both unjuft and impolitic to give the
Diftrict Judges higher falaries than the [udges of
the feveral States : Unjuft, becaufe their duties
would not be fo burdenfome ; and impolitic be-
caufe it would degrade the State Judiciaries by
placing a fubordinate federal judge’in a more ex-

| alted or more eligible fituation than the State

Judges. That 1000 dollars being the falaries of
the Judges in Maflachufetts and Virginia, he fup-
poded it might be neacly the average throughout
the continent. - Mr. White obferved that he had
never called for the yeas and nays—rthat he had
endeavored to ftifle the pradtice in its birth ; but
being then over ruled, and the meafure having
been adopted on numberlefs important 1‘ul>j0(‘ts:
he hoped he thould be indulged. ~ The motion for
the yeas and nays was over ruled. The queftion
being puton the propofed amendment to the re-
port of the committee, was negatived.

The Secretary of the Treafury, purfuantto the
order of the Houfe of the r7th inft, reported an
eftimate of the {ums requifite to be appropriated
(lm;ing the prefent feflion of Congrefs, towards
defraying the expences of the civil lift, and of the
department of War, to the end of the prefent
year, and for ﬁltisf:\'ingﬁlch warrants as have been
drawn by the late Board of Treafury, which yet
remain unpaid,

A meflage was received from the Senate, accom-
panying a bill for regulating the procefs in the
court of the United States. Refered to a com-
mittee of the whole on Monday.

Alfo the Ju(licial bill, in which the Senate had
concured with feveral of the amendments propo-
fed by the Houfe, and difagreed to others.

The Houfe proceeded to confider the amend-

| ments made by the Senate to the bjll for amend-

ing the Conftitution of the United St
of \?']uch they negut{ved, and others th
ed in; but not having time to
fame, adjourned.
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MONDAYy SEPT. 27,

Thofe :m‘\cmhnems to the Judiciary by .
which the Senate had not concured, wepe tuFI- i
up, and the Houfe receded from the fame 103
agreed with the Senate. Sake

The report of Fllc Secretary of the Treafy
was rc;u}, :}nd refered to a committee, confiftiy,
of Mr. Wadfwaurth, Mr. Smith, (S.C.)Mr. Smith %

The amendments of the Senate to the :m’l\cmli)
ments pl'(')po{l'd by the Houfe to the Conﬁi[ution.
were again taken up—Some were agreed to, gy
mhcr.t:-n(mconcurred : Meflrs ,Um/:/?m, S/.h;'?}mr
313(1 Vining were appointed a committee to Confer
with a committee of the Senate on thofe ameng.
ments in which the two Houfes do not agree, .

Mr. Jac ksoN moved that leave be oiven t,
bring in ll'blll to alter the time fixed for the an.
nual meeting ut.Cungreifs. This motion aftes i
debate was carried, and leave given to bring iy
a bill.

The Houfe then proceeded in the difeuffioy of
the Bill for fixing rhe temporary and permanen;
feat of the government.

Mr. Mavison objectedto thatclaufeof the bill
which provides, that New-York fhall be the tem.
porary refidence : He faid, it is contrary to the
Conftitution—as it deprives the two Houfes of
the power to exercife a right exprefsly vefted i
them by the Conftitutiony of :l(ljourning withou
the confent of the Supreme Executive : Should
the claufe remain, this byelaw muft be repealed,
to which the confent of The Prefident maft be
obtained before the two Houfes could adjourn:
He moved therefore that the claufe thould be
{truck out.

Mr. Lawrance and Mr. Amgs, replied tol:
Mapison : They contended that the confent of
the Prefident is neceflary to every act of theLe.
giflature—and that the objection applied withe.
qual force againft a permanent as againft a tem-
porary eftablifhment of the feat of government,

Mr. Leg, and Mr. BoupinorT fupported the
fentiment of Mr. Mapison—and Mr. Jackson,
and Mr. Smitn fpake in oppofitian to it + The
vote being taken for ftriking out the words, it
pafled in the negative.

Mc. Mapison then movaed to ftrike out the
word ‘“ permanent” as it wasnota term made ufe
of in the Conftitusion. This motion was neg-
tived.

It was then ordered, That the bill be engrofled
for a third reading to-morrow.

A mefRage was received from the Senate,inforn-
ing that they had concurred in the bill foreh-
blifhing the falaries of the Judicial department
with amend ments.

The amendments were to raife the falary of
the Chief Juftice from 3500 to 4000 dollars—the
{alaries of the Aflociate Judges of the Supreme
Court from 3000to 3500—that ot thc_]udgeolthe
Diftri¢e of Maine from 800 to 1000—and that of
the Attorney General from 1500 to 2000. The
Houfe agreed to thefe amendments, except the
laft.

A refelution was received from the Senate, that
it be recommended to the feveral States to pafs
laws to make it the duty of the keepers of their
feveral goals, to receive, and keep therein per-
fons commited under the authority of the Umm[‘
States, until they be difcharged by due courfe of
law. The United States to pay 50 cents amonth,
for each perfon confined, and likewife to fapport
all perfons commited thereto for offences againi
the United States.

Mr. WapsworTH, from the committee on the
report of the Secretary of the Treafury, broug‘hf
in a bill, by which appropriations are made for
defraying of the expences of the civil lift, thede-
partment of war, for warrants iffued by the lalf
Swperintendantof Finance, forwarranmﬂu;db}
thelate Board of Treafury, and to pay the v
lid penfioners. :

This bill was read a firft and fecond time, and
committed to a committee of the whole to be
ken up to-morrow. 7

The report on the petition of the'_Baro." :
Glaubeck, was agreed to, allowing hlﬂl‘.ﬁﬂfﬂi
months pay as a Captain in the late Continentd
Army. hat

A meflage was received from the Senate, 1%
they had receded from the amendment for ra*
ing the falary of the Attorney Gfﬂerﬂl* ::Tne
had appointed a committee of conference Onn :
difagreeing votes of the Houfes on the ameé
ments to the Conftitution. e

On motion of Mr. Vininc the report Of.[

: : itd : blic creditor
committee on the petition of the pu
was taken up and agreed to.

2 5 Ived,
On motion of Mr.GeRrry, lhe'Houf'e r(;.f;)me(
that the Secretary of the Treafury l;e ;1:' feve:
to apply to the Supreme Executives oI T o

ral States for the ftate of their public debt

: - A s of the
the funds appropriated for rhe‘dxﬁhﬂrgf)d the
principal ‘and intereft of the fame ; a in

o . 3 1")'i(’5
amount of the loan-office and other fecuri!

the State Treafuries.

Adjourned.
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