
Briefing on new draft policing

Two documents:

NIO are currently talking in principle rather than in detail about the devolution of policing and 
justice powers.

Also moving to reassure police - concerns about Sinn Fein half-heartedly joining the board and 
acting as a 'Kangaroo Court’. Need to know that they won’t be used as political footballs.

Resolving remaining issues on policing must be “one fail swoop, not a long process of 
negiations.” Sinn Fein joining the board is part of the process, and its needed in the context of 
acts of completion. (Kennedy agreed with our analysis of SF joining the board being real 
movement in the IRA standing down).
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Latter deals mainly with allowing former prisoners to serve on DPPs.
Kennedy referred to a ‘triple lock mechanism’
• Couldn’t apply for 5 years after getting our of prison, then normal application process 

(same length as being eligible for election to Local Councils)
• Have to make a declaration (as former prisoners who are elected to local Councils)
• Amended legislation won’t be brought in unless circumstances are right - then subject to 

affirmative resolution in the House of Commons, Lords will debate on the floor.
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Briefing on new draft policing legislation.

Two documents:

N IO are currently talking in principle rather than in detail about the devolution of policing and 
justice powers.

Also moving to reassure police - concerns about Sinn Fein half-heartedly joining the board and 
acting as a ‘Kangaroo Court’. Need to know that they won’t be used as political footballs.

Resolving remaining issues on policing must be "one fail swoop, not a long process of 
negiations.” Sinn Fein joining the board is part of the process, and its needed in the context of 
acts of completion. (Kennedy agreed with our analysis of SF joining the board being real 
movement in the IRA standing down).

Draft clauses - to be agreed by cabinet, then put before the House of Commons.
Text for Consideration - amendments to the policing legislation that the govt would consider 
bringing forward in certain circumstances (ie if republicans supported policing and put violence 
behind them).

Latter deals mainly with allowing former prisoners to serve on DPPs.
Kennedy referred to a 'triple lock mechanism’
• Couldn’t apply for 5 years after getting our of prison, then normal application process 

(same length as being eligible for election to Local Councils)
• Have to make a declaration (as former prisoners who are elected to local Councils)
• Amended legislation won’t be brought in unless circumstances are right - then subject to 

affirmative resolution in the House of Commons, Lords will debate on the floor.
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