co

MMENTS BY THE SECRETARY OF S.ATE, RT HON PETER BROOKE, JP
D

URING A "DOORSTEP" BY THE MEDIA AT DUNGANNON: 22 JANUARY 15991

Interviewer:

What do you think of the talks. Where do they stand?

Mr Brooke:

We have entered the second year:

reund the course more than cnce,

into the se2cond year. I will repea%t that

have shown towards me and towards the talks
constructive, and pecple have had plentv cf

the process if they ! wished to do sc, and the
which I had with the last Thursday wer

an atmosphere as they were, was enccuraging.

Interviswer:
Are you though any clcser to resolving the time az
GCovarnment will enter the talks?

Mr Brooke:

T think necessarily we have to be, because in a s:ituaticn
things that divide us are now relativsly narrcy,

makxing progress if the talks centinue intithe

the fact that it is sc narrow and therefore the orportunit
putting down the shutters and ‘callingivcHa=day,

the fact that people aren't suggests that they dec actu
get across the final gap.

Interviewer:
Does this mean that it's now down tec putting the final pac

publin at yecur next meeting kefore the talks start?

Mr Brooks:
on all these occasicns vou've got to make sure that everyb
with what you want to do, and it's perfectly understandablg when you

eee cachf offthecSPartiesie using Parties in its widest sansg - that
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Interviewer:

But you say you made progress. Are you reaching a point,

think, where you can

Mr Brooke:
Unless T am being misled by the reactions of people, yes,

are moving towards that point.

Interviewer:
Is that to say, Sir, that you are away past the posts 0f [
rather than probakle, in terms cf talks?
Mr Brooke:
Ne, I taink I said it cn previous cccasiecns, I said that T
much pettar to continue to ke cautiocus and I will cecntinusg
Interviawer:

ticularl

What's your reaction to the latest IR™ murder, par

the kackground some speculation and some reports that t

ve considering ceasefirs some way along the line?
Mr Brooke:

Trthought that
inflicted on a

t was a very tragic event, particularly as
person who, although he had seen service in

Reserve in the past, had left the security forces scme tim

past, and I thought in that sense it was a totally dastardly
o comments to make abcut the possibility of a ceaseffire beyond

nave n

those which T made at Christmas when the IRA declared thei

ceasefire then.

Interviewer:
Weuld you apreal to them to call a‘halt?

Mr Brooke:
I think that in 1991 in terms of the (perhaps an ironic th

in the context of what!s happending in the Gulf) but in te

at last say "yes" we can start talkin
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I think we
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res 5
t of the world we nave se=med to have made progress duiing 1220 in
C

£
a
-
-

the : {
he resoluticn of a number of age-old disputes and I wOi

t (3 B S 9 . .
here was a2 possibility of doing so in 1991.

Intervievwer:
Do you think tt are pecple within the IR, within|Sinn Féin

W
t you have to say and what you haye rezan
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Mr Brooke:

Any okservation ¢n my part wculd £e ccn

Secture in that redard.
Interviewer:
If. I could just put it to you - you've been sending "signalls 'Co ‘tHem i<
appears in public and they have keen sending signals teo yqu in public
as well. Is there nct a2 danger that all thcse signals badexe csmezaned
when you keep purlicly stating them. 1s Thers 22 argumesnd IsT SSiEG
something more privately?
MT RrooXke:
T am not sure that I would agrse with he premnise cI ysur jcuestica.
Even if that wers correct I don't think it beccmes dameandgd by this
process. In terms of any grivate contact the Government IEs mads
perfectly claar throughout that as leng 2s vislencs contimuss thay
have nothing directly To say.
Interviewer:
can I go back to the talks. When ycu say Secrstary cof Stxte tThat you
might ke reaching a roint where talks could stars, does thiat mezan Yyou
cculd go to Mr Collins when ycu next mest him and say: I have reached

an agreement between oX with the SDLP and the Uniornists aﬁout row far
we can go. Can you putsthat formula t2 nim in crder that falks cauld

start? Is that the next step

Mr Brooke:
Because there are a numger of different Parties - again ust in its

widest sense - taking parc in this prccess the final stages of raking

sure that everykody is content dces involve a fair number Ff small




but if e Were to reach agreement betwedn the sprp

an . s
: d the Unlonlsts, though I have Neéver regarded the SDLP S being

Proxy for the Irish Government, pyt if the SDLP and the Upionists were

a Conclusion,

Interviewer:

Are yoyu Saying to us that they are happy?

Mr Brooka:

Talim Saying that, in terms of the Cutstan

a
made significant Progress towarss 2 rescluticn c? that cuts:andéqg

point,

Interviewer:
Secretary of State, 1las
the security f

aripressure on
9 %he matter to

anything mors which €an e dene to Eretect such recple frcdm these

attacks?

Mr Brooke:

Last night's victim was Not a current nember of “he security forces,

and I fear that mers than six memkers OLche security forées have inp

fact been killed during the past twelve mcnths. There i
society such as ours whexrsa evVervbedyv can ke Prctectad,

to do is to do the maximum that can ke dene and that gti
numb with the tragedy that we have seen in the ccurse of

hours.

Interviewer:
Is there any evidence that his attackers came aCY0Ss the

Mr Brooke:
I have no kncwledge.

S No way in a
What one has

1§ leaves us
the last 24

Eprder?




Interviewer:
SeCretary of

ceasefirE, Could there be g Place at the conference table
Fein? :

State, just one point,

Mr Brooke:

if there Was a prolorged

for Sinn

the

violence,
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