&5

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON swia 244

15 November 1993

- I would be grateful if you could
» and if he in turn coylg

let me have any comments
tomorrow morning, 16 November.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Dickie Stagg (Foreign and
Commonwealth Office) and Melanie Leech (Cabinet Office), whose comments
would also be most welcome., -

If T have not had comments by noon, I shal] assume agreement.
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RODERIC LYNE

Jonathan Rodell Esq
Northern Ireland Office
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT CLINTON
VIA CABINET OFFICE/WHITE HOUSE LINK

16 November 1993

Dear Bill

I thought you would find it helpful to have a note on Northern Ireland.

May I first express my warm thanks for your support, including for my
joint statement on 29 October with Albert Reynolds? The decision you took not
to admit the IRA leader Gerry Adams to the United States was extremely well
received in Britain. It demonstrated in the clearest possible light the stance of
the United States against terrorism. I know it was not an uncontroversial or

easy decision for you, which makes me all the more appreciative.

The Northern Irish problem has now been with us for a quarter of a

century. We must be realistic about the huge obstacles to peace there.

However, I believe that any opportunity for progress must be explored, tested
and if possible taken.

The latest shocking exchange of sectarian brutality has generated an acute
longing for an end to violence. I have been working intensively over the past
three weeks to see whether we can harness this mood to induce the paramilitary

organisations on both sides to give up violence; and the constitutional parties to
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come together i iati iti
gether in negotiations for a political settlement. In my Mansion House

s ;
Peech last night I appealed for peace and reconciliation. (My office have sent
Tony Lake the text.)

John Hume, the leader of the SDLP, is one of those I have met in my
round of talks. He is a man of high courage and a strong opponent of
terrorism. However, as Albert Reynolds and I have had to tell him, Hume’s
publicised dialogue with Adams has if anything made the search for peace more
complicated. It has attracted wide support on one side of the sectarian divide,
but for that very reason is unacceptable to the other. That fact alone - quite
apart from its content - makes it impossible for my Government to endorse
Hume’s approach. Were we to do so, we would face huge political opposition
from the majority community and the risk of a violent backlash by Protestant
paramilitaries. This could set back the prospects for political progress and for
peace in Northern Ireland by many years.

I hope that by other means, including the political talks process already
under way, we shall be able to maximise the pressure for permanent cessation
of violence. I shall work unremittingly for this. [ am prepared to take risks in
the cause of peace. I shall not make concessions to one side which could only
lead to even greater trouble from the other. But, if I see a viable way for»T/ard,

I shall go for it. In all of this, it will be important {0 me to continue working

as closely as I can with Albert Reynolds and Dick Spring. Cooperation

i th
between the British and Irish Governments has been seell widely as one of the

more encouraging elements in a sombre picture.
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I-Genera] ip Belfast have

been mogt helpfu. Y> your continuing support will be

Needless to sg
€normously valuable to me.

Yours sincerely

John

ENTIAL
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