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Discussi
Lon of JI5, Hrussels, 10 December 1993, 1130-1400

Lyne
Y VS8 Mansergh, Dorr, O hUiggin

(a) Para 2, third sentence

ITish request omession of eirther "statutory” Of

"constitutional”.

Comment: Requesl Lrom John Hume. Pushed mainly by Dorr

and ©'h. Not pressed hard. Not conceded Dy us.

To be resolved.

(b) Para 3: "the island of"

Agreed.

(c) Para 4, first sentence:

Irish redraft: "... they will uphold Lhe democratic wish

of a greater number ol Lhe pcoplc of Northern Ireland on
Lhe issue of whether they preter Lo suppoLt Lhe union or

a sovereign uniled Izreland."

Explanation: Siangular "wish" refers to the people as 4

whole.
rather than "the" greatcr number refers back to an

Indefinite article

d
anglo/lrish Agrecment argument.
lessens the implication Lhat one is referring to the

Unionist majotity.
ned Lo make this sentence specific

nThe issue of" desig
e for the enactmenl ot Unionist

rather Llian & blank chequ

wishes across Lhe board,
comment : placed under UK reserve pending consultalion.
Any reason why we should nol concede?

(d) Prara 4, secund sentence:

Irish Lequest to amen

d ending to "... no selfish interest

of any description”,
said to be another John Hume request.

Ccomment:
the spot by the UK as totally unacceptablc.

Re jecled on

(e) Parva 4, fourlh sentcnce:

UK request for deletion of
‘Commenl : argument made and resisted.
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stions faor alternat
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Scope for creative sugge jves by UK

side.

(f) Para 4, tifth sentcnce:
UK requested deletion of nas of right” and of vincluding
a4 sovereign united treland”.

Comment: bitterly resisted by Irish. One of the key

sentences to appeal to nationalists.

Icish to d4rop vag ot tight” in the

No willingness bY the
ts. Claimed

face of the UK [Attorney General's] argumen
e Anglo-Irish Agreem
1 document.

that Article 1l(c) of th ent alreadys
incorporated this point in a lege
ity over final words. ITish would

Slightly more flexibil

accept reversion to "agreed independcnce structures” .

As an alternative, they floated » .. for the jsland as &
dependent [reland by a

uired. Rccommend

whole, including an in greement” .

Position left open. Instructions red
that we d4rop our objection to "as of right” and Ly
or the second problem - €9 et he

another alternative £
by agxecment, a1l

ijsland as 2 whole, including.

independent Ireland if the people of NorlLhern Ireland sa//

J
determined."

seventh scntence:

(g) Para 4,
rtion of "equally"” and

UK proposed inse
and deletion ot last ninc words.

"So determine” and delJetion at and agreed.

Mild Irish objections to nequally”. Left under reserve.

Lrish likely tO concede.

"go determine”,

mate sentence:

(h) Para 3, penulti
gertion still awaited.

rext of Trish in

(i) Paras 10 and 11 of Jpl4: Irish Convention.

tions that James Molyneaux was not as

Following indica
to the conceptl. as previously assumed,

strongly opposed

especially if the Convention was renamed a "Forum® the

~
~
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(k)

{515

Pa '.dg L.ths 3
Molyneaux and

Tuesuay Must stand.

Reluct ;
antly accepteq by Mansergh, but the Taoiseach has

not :
Yet [inally conceded. Hig argument is that he will

it paragraph 4 offers enough
ot watered down by UK.

only give up Lhe Convention

to the naLiunalists and is n

First sentence Of para 10:

UK resisted amendment suggested by telephone by Mansergh
on 9 December,

After long argument, UK Suggested tollowing compromise:
"The British andg Irish Governments rejterate that all
those committed to the cause of peace have an absolute
résponsibility to renocunce permanently the use ot, and
Support tor paramilitary violence."

Accepted ad referendum by the Trish,

Para 10, third senlLence:

Revised sentence accepted by the UK now reads: "The
Prime Minister and the Taoiseach confirm that, tollowing
4 renunciation of violence Sinn Fein would be free to

participate fully ...".

Para 10: :
Long argument over UK proposal to delete "within" before

"three monlhs", :
Point left under reserve. UK promised to consider Irish
argument that "within three months" gave HMG helpful

< 3

flaxibility, without departing tfrom prcvious position of
principlc.

Recommendation: accept I[rish argument.
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(r)  Para 10:
tra 10: last two sentences:
UK S £
¥ accepled deletion of "IRA" in penultimate sentence and
:eplacement of "permil” by "enable” 1n last sentence.
Irish accepted "their own" in last sentence.
(n) Fara 10, last sentence:
Manseryh suggested addition of the following:
"... poliliual dialogue, including the possible
establishment of a Forum for Peace and Reconciliation”.
He appoaved to secure approval on the spot from the
rTaoiseAach.
UK saw attractions, but lefl the point under reserve
pending further consultation.
Recommendation: weC should accept. Stronygly
advantageous.
New paragraph 11
Irish want to replace "present"

fFirst scntence:

with "fervent". Comment: transmission error.

Accept?
UK amendment "both

"Jreland” appeared
drop amendment:?

second sentence: Irish tresisted

parts of" ireland. Argued that

1
unqualified clsewherte. Comment:

same scntence: change "a basis" to "the basis".
Transmission ercor. Accept?

UK amendment of "for the people of

sixth scntence:
after "entails” accepted.

Lhese iglands”

pnew final scnlence proposed by UK: long debate.
o a reference to the talks

pitter Irish resistance t
ad referendum on both

Compromise proposal,

pLrocess.

T sides: "It would transtorm the prospects for

s puilding on the proygress already made in the talks
prucess, involving the two Governments and the

in Northern Ireland through

-~
~

constitutional parties

SECRET




PM COMMS-BRUSSELS FRI 16 DEC 93 17:45 PG. 06

; ! SECRET e

inte i o i i
1tensified negotiations, in which all could

barticipate."
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