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NOTE FOR THE RECORD

MR HUME

I spoke to John Hume (he was in Derry) late last night. I
asked him how he was: he sounded a bit mournful but said that he

was coming along ’‘so so’.

2. He told me he had deliberately stayed away from the House of
comons for yesterday'’s Statement on the grounds that his presence
might have provoked not only the DUP but some members of the UUP
into what might have been unhelpful statements which could have
damaged the Government'’s position on the search for peace. He had
gone out of his way to ensure that Mr Kevin McNamara did not
attack the Government. He had been sorry therefore that the
gecretary of State had made a party point in answering Mr McNamara
put I said that I knew the two had had a word outside the Chamber
to mend any misunderstanding. I said that the way Mr McNamara had
put his own question was not exactly free of sting and bite.

3. He then said he was very concerned indeed that the prospects
for peace despite the Government’s very strong stand and support
around most of the House of Commons for it, was in danger of being
lost. I said that the next step with the flurry about disclosure
out the way was for the two Governments to return to their
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dla?ogue and my expectation was that the Prime Minister and the
Taoiseach would be having a conversation in anticipation of
today’s 1rish Cabinet meeting and that as far as I could see there
Was no reason on the British side why the Summit should not go
ahgad early next month. Mr Hume sounded somewhat relieved - I
think he hag feared that the combination of British policy and
the disclosure crisis wou

further movements.

4. He added that he had seen the text of the Joint Communiqué
which we had

given to the Taoiseach, and did not think much of
1ta T saidiif had to be read first with the realisation of how
much of the content was drawn from the JD initiative, and secopd
with an eye to saleability to all sides. It was no ggod ensuring
saleability to one side with the certainty of losing it on
another. 1

emphasised that it was negotiable text and the
important thing was for work to resume.

Signed:

J A CHILCOT

30 NOVEMBER 1993
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