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TELEPHONE CALL FROM MARTIN MANSERGH

Mansergh telephoned me shortly after 1pm today.

y Telegraph that the
declaration that Britain
d Ireland. He wants a

He complained about the statement in the Dail
Major to g0 beyond the

Taoiseach was "pressing Mr
will not stand in the way of progress towards a unite
commitment that Britain will work towards that goal...".

Mansergh implied that the Telegraph must have written this on the basis
of British official briefing and pointed out that it was inaccurate and damaging.
I said that I had not seen the piece and had no knowledge of how it was

sourced.

Mansergh referred
time being we Were focussing O

said that for the

The Prime Minister would obviously loo .

doubtless wish to reply quickly. But the turrno;l 0 .

demonstrated the sensitivity of the political environment which

had described 10 the Taoiseach o 26 November. Mansergh said that our two

ents had come very close t0 agreement O the Irish proposal befoFe
between us, which

replied that there was 4 crucial difference !
: A document which was

recent events. I 1
i isely what was viable.
Vi JUdgemC : desired effect. The IRA
had had a

f the past few days had
Sir Robin Butler

d in the Observer had been

at the document printe : .
RA. He derided the notion that
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th .
nglﬁ would have leaked anything to Willie McCrea. He said that Nigel
s had claimed that the document had come from a Stormont source.

Hard as I argued against this lates I
t conspiracy theory, Mansergh as
always seemed unshakeable in his view. d 4 2

2 I am sending copies of this letter to John Sawers (Foreign and
ommonwealth Office) and Melanie Leech (Cabinet Office).
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Jonathan Stephens Esq
Northern Ireland Office
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