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"I am writing to confirm our agreed understanding that the
Joint Declaration of 15 December between the Taoiseach and
the Prime Minister is a statement of their joint respective
pPolitical positions and not of legal obligations."

. You were unhappy about this, since there are some parts of the
Joint Declaration, in particular the sentence referring to the
COmm}tment of both Governments to introduce the necessary legilslation
FO give effect to a united Ireland achieved by consent, which clearly
1S a statement of a legal obligation. I suggested that we might try
the alternative formulation that the Joint Declaration "does not change
the legal position of either Government", but this did not meet the
concern about the "as of right sentence", which was that it might be
read as implying a pre-existing legal right.

~ We therefore concluded that no general statement was likelytmf
take the trick which we are seeking and that I would not pursue the
matter further with the Irish Government. Instead, we would rely on

recording the oral understanding between us, which is no doubt also
recorded in the Irish Government’s papers.
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