; F - ‘. _J '.-‘. /—;
2 s

PORTHERN
SECRET 2 1DECI993
F “)‘ Y c‘ c! p»ﬂyﬂf
ROM ¢ THOMAS cc: Messrs Bell Dan'el and B.df \Hbi93 wj

?USB/BQGI/IO.QA
ROM: 3 M LEGGE

20 December 1993 cc PS/PUS (B&L) - B
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PS/SECRETARY OF STATE (B&L) — B

JOINT DECLARATION - POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE SECURITY FORCES

I mentioned briefly to the Secretary of State on Friday evening the

need to undertake some * contingency planning" (a term probably best
avoided with the Chief Constable) on measures which might be taken

to lower the profile of the Security Forces - and ultimately

POSs1bly to reduce force levels - if the political process following
the Joint Declaration develops positively.

I have also discussed
this with pus and the GOC.

a "top down" basis,

sense. PUS concurs.

the way forward for the Security

the Joint Declaration. As to timing,
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moment does not suggest that we need to arrange a meeting before or
during the Christmas break, but I suggest that it would be prudent

Lo plan for a date early in the New Year (subject, of course, to
develOPm.ents — elther way - in the meantime).

Signed JML

J M LEGGE
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