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AMNESTY: DISCUSSIONS WITH MARTIN MANSERGH

At the Prime Minister’s request, I rang Martin Mansergh this morning.

After a general exchange about the way things were going on the Joint
Declaration, I noted that the British press were seeking to drive a wedge
between the British and Irish Governments over comments by the Taoiseach on
such issues as security policy and a possible amnesty. The Prime Minister had
set out the Government’s position very clearly in the House of Commons. It
seemed that the Taioseach’s comments had been given unintended meanings, but
it would be helpful to avoid further comment on these issues. We were

. maintaining a line that what mattered was to get the IRA to agree to end
violence, not hypothetical issues about what might happen in the future if they

did so.

Martin Mansergh accepted these points. The Irish Government was 1n a
similar position as the British Government in relation to an amnesty: 1t was
nonsense to suggest that either Government might someday declare that the
prison gates would be open from such and such a date. But there were some
flexibilities within the law, including the discretion about when prisoners might
be released, and it was this sort of thing the Taoiseach had had in mind. I
accepted that there would be scope for considering such 1ssues; but given the
intense suspicions, 1t was preferable to avoid getting drawn 1nto speculation.

On the more general issues, Martin Mansergh seemed pleased at how
ng; the feedback the Irish Government was getting from John

things were go1 |
lican views was reasonably encouraging.
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I am copying this letter to Melanie Leech (Cabinet Office) and to
John Sawers (Foreign and Commonwealth Office).

TonAthaf Stephens E =N

onathan Stephens Esq

Northern Ireland Office N‘}\m
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