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NORTHERN IRELAND: TALKS PROCESS

1. I forgot one point from my account of 7 J anuary of a conversation with
Martin Mansergh.

2.  When I told Mansergh that we would like to resume the discussion of a
draft paper, he said he doubted whether there was now much to talk about.
The Declaration said everything necessary in Strand 3, and it would be

pointless to try to adapt the wording to suit a draft talks paper. I hastily
agreed, and said we wanted to know Irish views on Strand 2.

3. This suggests that for Mansergh at least the Declaration represents the
limit of British ’concessions’ on constitutional issues. The DFA may I

suppose try to extract more; in which case we can quote at them the
Taoiseach’s words about no British Government being conceivably able to
go further than the Declaration.

(Signed)
D E S Blatherwick
H M Ambassador
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