the Prime Minister

o> January 1994

I attach copies of Mr Adams '

and Mr Hume'’s recent statements
on the Joint Declaration.

Mr Adams’ statement, issued on 3 January, contains much

standard republican rhetoric about partition being the cause

of conflict in Ireland. But amongst this dross, there are one

Or two nuggets including: describing the reference to

self-determination in paragraph 4 of the Declaration as “a
potentially significant development"; recognising the need for
"obtalning maximum consent" to the exercise of national
self-determination, which should be done "in consultation and
co—operation with the representatives of .... the unionists*;
and recognition that what is ultimately sought is “an agreed
accommodation". As a whole, the statement is consistent with
Sinn Fein'’s current line of refusing to give a straight
answer. However, after a few days in which their statements
seemed to veer more towards the negative, this contains some
positive messages.

Mr Hume’s lengthy statement puts the full force of his
authority, both as the leading constitutional nationalist
politician in Northern Ireland and as a participant in the
Hume/Adams dialogue, behind the Joint Declaration. His




SIGNED

JONATHAN STEPHENS




