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THE IRISH LEAKED DOCUMENT: COMMENTARY ON TEXTUAL HIGHLIGHTS

Many thanks for sending me a COpY of your minute to Mr Cooke

about this. I have also read with interest Mr Dew'’s account of

ion with Mary Holland and his comment that 1t appears

his discuss
ked by

to be the general view in Dublin that the paper was lea

the Spring camp worried at the green tilt of the Irish

government.

2. Perhaps 1 could make one comment on yourl point concerning

e leaked document. You say that you would

v+two major traditions that exist 1in
ked document of

paragraph 16 of th

prefer to talk of the
The language used 1n the lea

orthern Ireland".
d is taken from the

Northern lreldlls
there being two major traditions in Irelan

Anglo-Irish Agreement.

3. you suggest that 1t might not have proved easy to bridge the

and the leaked document. I suspect

gap between our own draft
the document was nonetheless

But in many ways

that is right.
as a reasonable chance +hat we could have

encouraging. There W
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‘fgﬁduced a single text though with some crucial passages in
square brackets. My guess is that at least two of these: that
inviting the British government to acknowledge the legitimacy
and value of the goal of Irish unity, and that giving the
successor IGC a role of guaranteeing and monitoring would only

have been surrendered by Ministers, and perhaps only in a multil
lateral exchange with the parties, as well as with the British
government. If the Irish government ever does submit 1ts
proposals, whether in the form of the leaked paper or, as 1
assume, in some other way we may be able to test this. Sadly

this may not happen for some time.

(Signed QJT)

QO J THOMAS
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