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THE IRISH LEAKED DOCUMENT: COMMENTARY ON TEXTUAL HIGHLIGHTS

1. Thank you for sending us a COpPY of your commentary on the
to the Irish Press on 19 November. We

our assessment of the document save tO

say that it might not be as easy to pridge the gap between our
own draft and this one as you might imagine. In.ggngral,.thg
substance of the document has received little crltlclgm'W1th1n
the Republic of Ireland, and indeed even the Progressive
Democrats leader welcomed it because it presented a balanced

ing account of the two traditions. There is :
Lk t therefore, for the Irish to give

: e, at the momen :
little pressure, ations on the paper, if they take

) leak
' know more about the circumstances of the -
RN bl how much room for negotiation the

it is difficult to estimate
;rish have left themselves in the text. We:mgst assume Fhere
ely not stake out their bottom line at

: - d sur : :
e 200 be that some of the constitutional

is stage. But 1t may . . .
Egnguagegis closer to a take 1t or leave 1t basis.

) discussion
rd to seeing the record of your
i lOOk‘§22¥:m on 22 November. In the meantime can 1 add

2.
nt on the text. Paragraph 16 commits

with Michael
just one further comme
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— both Governments to take a
the legitimacy of the two major traditlons that exist
ITreland". 1 would prefer this to be "1in Northern Ireland”. The
legitimacy of whatever traditions exist 1in the Republic should

be outwith the remit of this exerclse.

J McKervill




