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LIAISON GROUP

Thank you for your minute of 5 November about this. I have

suggested.that we pencill in the date of 12 November for a
I have also made it clear to

head with this only if we
In practice, evel if

meeting of the Liaison Group. But
Mr O huiginn that we would want to go a

had received the Irish paper in good time.

we do receive the paper on Tuesday as
hoped, we might not be ready by Friday for the reasons you

1t will be open to UuS to postpone the meeting (oOr,

mention.
date) on the basis that

more properly,
in view of the disappolnt

fundamental rift which it exposeés,

to decline to confirm the
ing nature of the paper, and the
we need more t+ime to reflect

on 1it.

and at speed. We may

going ahead w1l on the basis that we

th it, evel though
a drafting session but as on
w  Indeed, even as I say
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this, I think I begin to relish the idea of a session where we
decline to engage in drafting but put them, and thelr text, to
the question. Despite what the Secretary of State has kindly
said about Mr Spring’s principle 4 I am not sure I shall be able
to resist a certain teasing on the discrepancy between that,

what is in article 1 of the Agreement and what, 1f anything,

left of all this in the paper we are handed.

1s

3. The Irish side has after all had the luxury of considering

and discussing our paper while declining to enter drafting, save
We might even have

on the preliminary passages, for some weeks.
so attractive

two or three meetings when we adopt this posture,

does it begin to seem ...

(Signed QJT)

O J THOMAS
8 November 1993
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