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Dear Mr.King,

Yr.John llume has told you that,for the past year OT 80,1 .ha.ve bgeil i
working with hir,privately and confidentially,to open the vay to a just anc ~&9 s
peace for every interest and every party concerned in the pre;ent con.fl'lct in
Torthern Ireland.In varticular,I have been involved with hin in & continual and
combined effort to persuade the T.R.A.to en teir present campaign.l am aware:‘_
fherelore,of the conversations he has had with you and the Horthern Irgland Office
ebout this matter and of the way Ihese conversations have been developlnge

Phis letter should be read in the context of these developuents _2'.nd-,-I
trust,as part of them because my purpose in writing it is to support what ‘-.».r..-;ul?le
has been seying and to give my OV understending of the opportunity for peace \.uth
the I.R.A. which,I am certain,is available ©o us at the present time.I &am comvinced,
indeed,tnat we are now at a critical crosz-roads as fer as taking the gun, forever,
out of Irish politics is concerned.
; 7o set the points that I shell make in this letter in context,I would
like,first,to exylain that my interest in this whole enteryrise is not political but
pastoral and moral.I know that a oriest,lilke the Church herself,cannot cet involved
in varty or nationzlist politics nor canl he tulre sides in matiers of political

ovinion and juigement. Lt the seme time,however,I believe that a priest,agzin like
the Church herselfl,must respond to the human and moral dimensions of a political
situation,especially in so Tar &s it involves .eople,vnoever they nay be,in suffer-
ins and tragedy.

I+ is this trazice dimension of the situation in Northern Ireland that
concerns me iu my work sith I .Hume. hatever my private opinions mey be,I en not,
as a vriest,either for or agesinst oy varticular,political form of solution to the
conflict,no matter what it wirht ve,provided it is just and accestable to the people
as a vhole. 5

Yy only aim is to helo those peorle
will be killed,injured or imprisoned over t..e
versonal tragelies will blizht,not only their
to .hom they are neer and dear.

wio,if the przsent situation continues,
next few weel:s 2nd months and whose 2
own lives,but also the lives of those :
I can bring this explanetion of my intverest into

| . sharper focus by sayinz
that it was the death of a U.D.X. soldier in South Armach about four yearsu ag A

that sparked off the efforts I have been teking since thea to end,once and for all
the violent situation which is causinz such tregedies. ?

I have been involved in the processes 3 i

: L ! ye of »neace-making since t

becan in 1963,sometines at the level of political and Church leadershiph:ozzigbles
s ) i liles
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in the prisons,sometimes across the political divide between Unionists and Nat:.m_uﬁ--
ists but wost often at the level of the streets in Nationalist aregs.Because o{'hl =
ness,I gave up this kind of involvement for a number of years and it was oy }iken
the U.D.R. man I mentioned was killed and I felt that the Church and.prlest lthese
myself could and should be playing a more active and effective role in ending the
kind of tragedies that I became involved again.

I’y role,therefore,as I see it,is to renresent and to do all I can ;oiﬁi
to save,the next person who may be killed or maimed,whoever he or she ma,ypbe,a.n
next family that may be shattered,whercver that family mey live,because ot the con-
tinuing conflict in Northern Ireland.,

I would also like to explain my position re
entiality.As a priest of the Redemptorist Order,I am not su
eny of the Irish bishops in the work I do for peace.l am answerable only to one other
priest,the superior of the Irish Province of the Redemptorists,who,at the pr?sent
time,is Father Razhael Gallagher C.Ss.R. But even here,I am answerable only in a
general way,in the sense that I must work under his jurisdiction.vhat I do from day
to day,where I zo or whom I see,are matlers for my own discretion and need not b_e
knovm by anyone else.This means that,as far as any Church authority,either religious
or diocesan,is concerned,I am free to keep any confidences or any secrets regarding
my work within whatever limits I decide or within whatever limits I am asked to keep
them or,because of their nature,they need to be kept.

I shall comment,first,on the latest message you gave to ifr .Hume because
it seriously questions the sincerity of the people with whom we are dealing and the
success of this whole enterprise depends,as you know,on the sincerity of everyone
concerned.

garding secrecy and confid-
bject or enswerable to

For reasons which I shell give below,I am certain that the influential
people (only a few) on the Republican side who are dealing with this matter are
taking it very seriously and that they are,and will continue -to-be,sincere and hon-
ourable in their approach to it.I am also certain that there is no intention on
their part to.embarrass or,much less,to deceive you or the Northern Ireland Office
in this matter or to seek to gain some short-term benefit from it for themselves.
On tke contrary,l know they regard this opportunity for peace as a criticzl one and
believe it would be & very grave tragedy if it were to be lost either through a
-‘aisunderstanding of their attitudes or a mis-handling of the opportunity itself.

. This assessuent of their sincerity is based on long experience and a2lso
on direct and personal knowledge of their constant attitude to rhut has besn havpen-
ing, throuzh iz, lume,over lhe past yeer. B iasl

=5 'lozzf-; :a;:_uirien;e',l’ mean «a experience that toes back,in general

to tha baginninge of 'the troubles! i 559 l,in carti 3 : o

“-hen the i)ast IUR A, truce finally ‘23:0}';)&0:.2(1:;: la;:-culerto L tJ'.me 10,4 962
SElotA f roke +ADEYT IPo: & teriod of illness,I

have,during thet time,been continually involved in activities related o neace
meking.4s & result,I have formed close versonal friendshins with wanv PGO:l
- 1 ~a f<d . . . . . - , 3 : L ‘ 4 ;
on both sides of the political divide in Northern Ireland,and not least ‘-'itlex Zn 1
of the Rejublican Tiovement (to use their ov scripti ' T e
: S Y 'm descri; f 1
i seription of themselves).I have,
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are co-operating with me at the present time,a nowlecdge that goes vack through
the years but especially to the time,four years azo,when,at my invitation and o
wy initiative,they first became involved iii the rresent enterprise.

I cau,therefore,say th
enouzh and closely enough to be ce

not deceiving or using me or ir.Hume nor are

in rcelation to vhal we are all try
certain that the messazes given to
motivation and that they represent

ok T know bthe people with whom I am dealing long
rtain,beyond any shadow of doubt,that they are
they heing used or deceived themselves
inz to do for veace,l'or the same reason,l an a}so
you by II.lume are sincere and genuine in their
the aathentic attitude of the Hepublican ifovement

I uncerstend that you also have reservations about the ability of the
lecadership concerned to deliver agreements,esyecially arreements 2bout a truce.

Speaking,first,from ny owmn contact
have no doubts about their ability

Corumally comuitted thenselves to i
as a furbher re-agsurance O you,l

received an authoritative  and catesorical assurance

is correcte.

nele a true and accurate assessment of the oresent a

with tne situation,I can say that,personally,lj
to deliver agreements in any avca,once they nad
Jen. T view,nhowever,of your ovm reservations and
decided to check on this issue.As a result,I

that my own assessment of it

I would like mow to nake some comments hich I hope will help you to

attitude of the people with v/hotl

we ‘are dealing end also of the opportunity of makins peace w7ith thenm wnich,as I
have said,I am certain is nov aveilaoble to us.

In waking these comments,I ho»e you will not misunderstand me if,at times
T use the lansuage and the terminology of the Republican aovement.I do so only
because I believe that,to wnderstand their attitudes,one must listen to their omm

way of putting things.

{1) ‘'he present military and volitical leadership is,in ay long experienc

and Trom all the evidence available
leadership of modern times,at least
1969.This,however,is a situation wh
very quickly.l mention this factor
that every delay in moking agreenea
peace.

to me,the most moderatve and the most political
,that is,since the present !'tioubles' began in
ich,through circumstance or another,could change
as a worryin; one because,in nractice,il means
ts endangers the present opportunity for umeking

(2) Po grotect the confidence of everyone concerned,essecially that of
+he British agthorities,in o situation where,as yeot, no fornal agreements about a

teuce have been made,vhe Resublican

laadershin hes been obsewrving the strictest

secrecy concerning the contacts that are bein; made thoroush 1M, Hune.As a result,only
|
4

a few people on the lepublican side

kno.. anything ebout them.This means that the

1.R.4. as 'an army in the field! has no knovledze of them at any of its plamning,
intelligence or overational levels.iny attemct to interfere openly and directlyu
with this situation would,it secus,raise questions and cause the kind of talking
that would inevitably endanger the confidentiality of the oresent contacts. ¥
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“hile understanding that this is a genuine problem,I have constaptly
u;ged that,under some heading which would not endanger confidentialitY:?n§ e
view of the need to create a proper atmosphere for peace- talks,the activities
of the I.R.A, should be stopped at least to the point where people are no longer
the targets.You will understand that,in this kind of arzument,one has to use'the'
lensuaze of the people concerned if one is to have &7y offect and that, at times
at least,one has to work with the principle ihat half a loaf is better than no
bread. -

T believe that my arguments have not been entirely in vain and that
they have had some effect.. he fact remains,however,that,until a formal ezreement
is made about a truce,the absolute need to protect everybody's confidence us®
nlace restrictions on what the leadership concerned can safely do,even with the -
best intentions,to respond positively to my arguments. One has also to contend with
the fact that,at the present staze of the contacts,where arn arreenent apout a truce
nas nobt been reacked and where we are still only talking about talks,uncertainty
about the future progress of the contacts and even about vhether telks will ever
talte place tosether with doubts and mistrust engendered by 2 lonz history of sus-
sicion and hostility 311 conbimue to weizh azainst Ly zrcunents and azainst the
J-ind of decisioans for whick: I have beer: askinZz.

The point I aa nd:ding in 211 snis is that,until & formal truce has been
azreed, the activities of the I.l.:2. should not be related to the contzcts beinZ
nade throuzh lr.une becruse,at its active levels,it has no }mnowledge of these
contacts.’lease God,it will continue to keep a low profile but,if anything more
atrocious than usuel shoéuld nappen,it should not be internreted as a conaent on
tha grasont contucts or as an attenyt to influence them or,most important of all
perhaps,as a sign that the leedershi) concerned are not sincere in their dealings
wvith us.

0 \LP 3) The official response to 'the document' is,as I see it,a very signif-
S cant one because it re_resents a change,not only of approach,but also of ettitude
to the whole question of holding talks with the Sritish authorities.
Us to nou,the official anproach to such talks has been that '"we will talk
but,at the same tine,we will continmue to fight".The fact that,now,an official
A\ message,bearing the hirhest authority of the I.R.A. has been sent to you throush a
0 “erson of llr.une's staniinz 2nd intesrity,of whi ¥ v s
( zeT BT s standing znd ] &(}“u%gh’? | _nJ..ch T,whom I knowv from long exper-
{ence they would not deceive,is 17 1uSe:: si~nificent but even more is the fact that
jn this nessaze,there is no Su: estion of tulking and fighting at the same tine ’
mhis sinificance,in particular,should 20t bz nissed because,as I read it,it rep-
\ resents a deliberate chanze in what,up to then,had deen official volicy. ]
?or.the pest : :elve sears or so,that is,since the break-down of the last
e oruce 1nel9lH (as I know,only loo well from lonz and sad experience),the
official policy towards >eace t=1ks with the Uritish autlorities weas é%égﬁ 1§Ifywbne
1t was based on the »rinciple that +there was only one solution to the conflict =2 .
formel declaration by the 3ritish suthorities that they intended to withdraw fronm
Jreland.

.
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The Pope went dowm O
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influence would speak to then
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a1l those years,ever 2
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zs I have said,an almost incredible
side _the sco?ée of
nent,during those
mindse.

vears,Wes in thz

e come,
we are presenied with
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can be reconciléd with the principles of the British one. :

You will remember that there was & rather lons Zelay petween the t1ime £
they received the document and the time they sent their response 10 4,1y reading ©
inis s that a lot of haxd thinking and nerd discussion took place,not only o1 the
political and peace implications of the docunent itself but,also and especially,on
“fr . Hume's explenation of them.The result was that they decided to adopt & policy of
political dialogue,the policy which v, June and T nad been urging on them, '

You will also reucmber that,at the time the respo sas sent to 'the
docunent janother docunent,entitiled "4 Scenario for Deace' vas sublished by.the
Sinn Fein Party.l mention This beceuse I believe at the oificl escription of
This document,the main orinciple it enunciates, the procedure it sets out for the
initial implementation of this srinciple and the timim3 of its publicavion are gl%
related tc. the process of peace-making in which we are en azed and have & sigmific-
ant and deliverately intended message for ite

o The first thing to note about this document 1is that- it is officizlly
described as "a discussion paper.This ract alone has & soecial cinificance Eor
St 76 aTc ITying vo 4o JeCcause it implies,as Jou know, that the solutions and the
prucremnnes for Deace Se-fout inFigFacesoper to adaptation and change.Here acain,ve
see bhe sigus of a new aporoach,of a New willinzness to deal with Rezublican princip-
les in the context of political dizlozue ratiner <han in the conzext of physical
fo—ce.Ths olitical s irit of the Sinn “ein docunent reflects,therefore,the politicel

ent in wccyonse tO tne other document and is enother sizn

soirit of thc messaje S
that that nessage was sincere.
The main principle of the 3inn Fein scenario for peace (the cardinal
end,at the end of the day,the only urincivle of the I.R.i when it comes to making
peace) is that the Irish peopls as 2 whole heve the right to sels-determination.
Their document argues in favour of this and then sets out the procedure throuzh
which,in their viev, the jmpleaentation of this jprinciple would be initially organ-
ised . - an Al1-Ireland nonstitutionnd convention of the elected representatives of
all the Irisl: neople.
“he next poini to note is that the publication of the Sinn Tein doc-
ument co-incided with the arrival of the officiel resionse to the 'sent! document. J
mhis,I believe,was not & mexre co-incidence and,for tha* reason,I also believe that

[

the published docunent wes,ir fect,an initial response o the inplications of the

— ey p————

ng;iﬂﬁﬂﬁlﬁ-_Qﬁﬁ-as evploined by ..X.. une,a veiled but deliberaie Republican
comnentor; on shem,Ziven that this reeding of the reletionship between the two doc-
wnents is correct,vue fuct ‘hat i conmertery vias cade sublie in the setting of &
discussion peper is very gi_miTicant vecouse it shovis an in%ention to open upn the
kind of public debate and discussion,even within the Republican movement itself,
vhicn peves the vay for new epproaches,nev jceas and new ways of interpreting old
jdcals and vrinciples, Given het this was,at least,one of its swenoses,the Sinn
Tein "Scenario ror Peace' .ust be seen,notl only as an jnstirument of political diel-

ozue but also as an instrunent of nolitical developnent and change.In suggesting

L S ———

‘}..
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this correspondence betwecn the two documents,I am coing-on the time relationshiP
between the publication of one and the sendingz of the response to the other and also
on the natural presumpiion that the meir political advisor on the contents of the
published document was also the main poli%ical advisor on the contents of the messase
sent in response to the confidential one.

Tvidence that the two documents relate to each other,by design raies
than co-incidence,can also be fEﬁﬁﬁ‘Iﬁﬁak?HBEﬁﬁéﬁis‘fﬁéﬁé@iﬁés. =) P

The Sinn Tein document,as T have already said,has two main statements.
The first relstes to the principle of self-determination and the second to an All-
Irelend Constitutional Convention.

The confidential document,also,has GO main statements.One relates to
British self-interest in Ireland end declares that it no longer exists and the other
expresses a willingness,not only to facilitate,but even to encouraze & political
Conference between the elected representatives of the people of Ilorthern Ireland and
+he elected renresentatives of the people of the Republic.

llere we carn immediately see that,vhile the two nein statements in one
docunent are not the same as the two main statements in the other, they resenble
and corressond to e .ch other,.The statement about self-determination resenbles and
corresponds to *the statement coout 3Sritish self-interest in Ireland and the idea
of an All-Treland Constitutional Convention res -bles and oorresponis to the idex
of a Conference betieen the representatives of liorthern Trelznd and the represent-
atives of the Re ublic.

I believe,théen,that_we are witnessing a revolution or,at least,the bez-

Eﬁl5r5’ inning of & revoluticn,in the official attitude of tle I.2.A. to the whole question
~oF holdins telks with the 3ritish authorities. From a position on this matter which
was essentially 2 militar§:%ﬁey have chenred or,at least,are changing to e position
vhich is esen®ially political.

Keeping in nind the points I have made above,we come to the one condition
fo dizlorue with the British authoriiies which the I.R.4., laid down in their recent
message.lhey are willinz to discuss 'the document'! and its implications for present
British policy but only Tace-to-Tace,only,that is,through their own representatives
and not through intermediaries.

niven that they are now taking uz a position of dialogue in relation to
British policy,a position of nolitical give and talke,in which the art of persuasion
and the force of argwient rather than thz dictate of the sun are the instrunents
for reachin: agreements,it is perfectly understendable and,I believe,perfectly
recsonable that trey should lay dowu this condition.Coing on the principle that
politics is the art ol the possible,it would be very difficult and,indeed,politically
speaklng,lm?o§51ble for the lfadershlp of.any pgrty but especially for the leadership
of the Repgollcan movement,enfrgnched as it is in hard-line traditional atiitudes,
to engage in a process of po;}t}cal persuasion, i relation both to their opponents
gni to t?ui? oun £oi}o?ers,wﬂlc§-cguld‘fnvol;etidaptations,developments and new
ntervretations of tuheir own PO s, throug diati :
;ot bélonﬂ to their owm narty-InlSiiné ;Z;E; h*viniet;;tlon g Oth?r.people PRt

& ; & gt ot yhaving teken up a position of dialogue
they have no choice excenpt to insist on face-to-face discussion,if this Dositionois’
to be developed.Dizlogue through intermedieries is not really dialogue ]

3 gue,

l
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\ : The condition laid dovn for comnent and discussion on 1the document'

and its implications for peece should be seen,therefore,not so much as & condition,
but &s a desoription of the next natursl step they have to take if any further
yrogress is to be mude,It should not be seen,thorefore,as & sinister attempt to .
trick or to rap the British authorities but as the sign of a sincere desire to
capitalize on the present opvortunily for peace and to ensure that it"’handled

v properly.In other words,the condition leid down ir their recent smgS¥ARLi3, I believe,
& ‘”ujvr another sign of their §inESEETﬁr?REF?K*YﬁﬁiE‘EEEG?HE—Ebﬁﬂifﬁéhf“16 co-operate with
r.sume and myself and,indeed,&ith the British authorities.

(4) The cuestion of a truce naturally erises in this whole situation
and here it should be clear,first of all,that the I.R.A. heve not,as yet,been
formelly asked about their nosition on it. 179, iume did say to me thafﬂ?&s Britis?

A{37 au?hg?ltles would not speak to the I.R.l. while the I.R.4. continued thelfﬂagﬁ?alén
Je and five or six weeks agzo,that is,before your 1 st formal message,l made soundings
which had to be discreet because of the danger of raising suspicions about the
intertions of the 2ritish euthorivies and,indeed,of everyone else concerned.
ts a resuli,ny understending now is that if,on conditions, the
Jritish were prepared to speak directly to the I.R.A. ,the I.R.A. would be prepared
to facilitate them.This,as you know,ic the lan‘uage of dinlomacy and so we cen only
co on interpretations of vhat it means.At tho least,it is a .ositive rather than a
negative signzl and Ly own interpretation of it is that the I.R.4. would De prepered
to call & truce if the Zritish Torities arreed to speal to then directl
Tere,as e szid,I am interpreting the lanruage of dipolmacy in
a contexl whsre,ud 1O N07,N0 formal request for a truce and no formal conditions for
direct talks have been put to them.Goin,however,on ny owa experience,l am certain
that,if the British suthorities azreed to direct telks,the I.2.%. could,at the least,
be persuaded tc call 2 ngrivate! truce before the tallks would actually teke place.

A "orivaete' truce would mean that the I.R.a. would,formally but
contidentially,azree to stop 211 offensive activities for a stated period of say
three wels or so,s0 that an i.itial meeting,at least,could toke place between their
renresentatives and the reqresentztives of the Britisl. avthorities in an atmosphere
of peace and zood-will and in & contexl where the 3ritish authorities would have a
Tormal zuarantee that eround tie time of such a umeeting,they would not be embarrassed &
by any I.2.%. activity. 4

It should elso be understood that,in a "private" truce situation,
the I.R.4. would not exmect the Sritish suthorities to reciprocate in terms of the
normzl activities of their security forces beczuse they would understand that,for
reasons of confidenticlity at least,it would be impossible for them to do so.

In saying all this Joout & "private" truce,I am not,in any way,dis-
counting or,much less,ruling out the sossibility of a public one if the British
avthorities were to agree to direct telks.] am merely stating my own conviction that,
were they to do so,The T.IL.A. could be persuxded to cell,at least,a "private" :truce
vhich,ir turn,could sev the staze for a public one.

a4
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i of W(Iiou mziy ?e :ondering why,in the context of the present contacts,the I.R.4.

DU ate,sent any formal messaze anout their attitude to & truce.There is

nothlng‘suspect or cww rising zbouttnis bec:use,as I have already said,they have not,
as yet,been formelly asked avout it and also because they were waiting for & formal
reply to their own verbal response to 'the document!'. s

Here,it should also be remembered thet neither the Sinn Fein party nor
10 L0200 C have ever telen any initiative with rezard to the present contacts.The
initistive,es you know,cane completely fros myself and 3#.Fune.This means that,up to
novi,they have acted at our invitation and under our verduasion,a persuasion that
has had to overcome a reluctance,on their part,to do anything which might be inter-
preted as a sign of weakness by the Sritish authorities,especially while they ere
in contact with them through intermediaries.This,I pelieve,is vhy they have not,so
fer,token any iniiistive or volunteered any positive sugzestion themselves beyond
whal they said in their response to 'trhe document'.” iven inig assive attitude to
the pssent contacts and their fear of being misunderstood by the 3ritisb authorit-
jes,it is not surprising,as I have said,that they hzve mcde no suggestions zbout a
truce or volunteercd any informetion about iheir attitude to calling onee.

You are n-turally concerned, I undrrstand,by media reports of a rzcent
article in the "epublican ews",which re-ctated the I.R.A. policy of "talking and
fizhting" at the saue time and which would a}pe;r,therefore,tc contradict what I
have said above.rhis article and the I.T.A. statement it quotes should be ignored,
as far as the present contacts are concerned,because they do not,in any way,relate
to them.I szy this on the highest authority after carefully checking the euthorship
and the background of the article.The suthor in question knows nothing whatsoever
about the contacts which are being made through 1ir.Jume.The article,an historical
report on past events,had been aveilable,for some time,in the office of the "Repub-
1icen llews" before it was finally used as '"a filler".rthe statezent it quotes was

\ mede more than six years ago,at the height of the hunger-strike crisis,by an I.R.A.
leadership which is no longer in office.It is out-of-date,therefore,and should not
be used as a guide to the policy of the present leadership.The guide for this is the
message sent recently to you which should be taken end deelt with on its ovm merits.

There iere,as you }now,t.0 pravious truces during the present'troubles',
one in 1972 end the other in 1974.The first lasted for zbout two weeks and the
second for about fifteen months.

Both of these truces failed to bring peace and it is importent to see
why they failed so that,for the future and especially for our rresent enterprise,
we may learn from the lessons of the past.I can speak vwith personal knowledge here
because I have carefully investipated the ceuses of these failures by speaking,on
nzny occasions,to some of the lcading people who were involved in them.

I am certain from these investigations and also from my ovn experience
of peace-meking and pesce-keeping in conflict situations that commnication between
the I.R... and the Dritish suthorities was the main problem during these truces
and that they Tinslly broke dowi. because of a fatal weekness in this area.

. The crucigl rgle in peace-making and veace-keezing belongs to the person

who interprets one side ©O the other,especially .hen the conflict has reached the
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s cais .
aiiznoiazliizaiiszgn?r25tatlon angeVen nore especially,when this kind of confront-
the gulf of misundeigzandénd P?l%tlcal backzround of the conflict in I?eland!where
centuries old, ing,mistrust and hostility,which has to be bridged,is

. e ITbelieve thet comrunication in this kind of peace-making needs a
SPGClél %lfe-llne because the conllict has been so bitter and the gulf between the
confllCtl?g parties so wide,By this,I mean a life-line through which the suspicions,
app?ehen319ns,misunderStandings,distorted views and the significance of words or of
actions which may be causing doubts and hesitations, are interpreted and explained
to one side or the other as the need arises but especially when these negative in-
fluences are causing either side to back away frou the peace-making process.
: This life-line would also commnicate and,above all,guarantee the good
intentions,the sincerity and the general honour and integrity of the other side so
that those attitudes of”?fﬁé??fhé’bfﬁEI&I‘?EéféiTYEEMéuécesé in peace-making,are
are gradually built up between the two sides and between then and the peace-neking
vrocess itself,
I believe,then,that,to vrevent a break-down in the peace-making process
and,much more important,to guarantee its success_a s-ecial life-line of interpretat-
ion,explanation end re-assurance must be set up between the conflictigg_gg;}igg.l
aIto believe tnat tne lack of such a life-line was the main cause of break-dovmn in
the truces of 1972 and 1974,the fatal

weukness to which I hove referred above.

As we may noii be entering a new truce situation which we don't want to
break down,we shazll have to think of a person who,because of his gualifications for =
the task,could provide this special life-line for it; a person who,whatever his
personal opinions about the conflict might be,is able to take £~ ° ’:z‘”"é%énce be-
tween the I.R.A. position and the British position,who has the trust of both sides,
the knowledge of their negative and positive attitudes,tue political and negotiating
skills and the personal integrity TGOR b E NI T

for this responsibility.
I believe that,by God's grace,such a person is available to us in lir.
Hume and I also believe that if he agrees,in any new truce situation,to act as the
suvecial life-line I have described above,the truce will not break down but will
succeed because,as I have already said,I au convinced from long knowledge and
experience that an interyreter like him is the secret of success,an interpreter
whose contribution,in the final analysis,is to bring a presence to the peace-meking

process which ~ives the hope of peace,the hope which everyoie concerned needs first

and most of all.

(5) “hile a formal response to the last message sent through IIr.Hume
has not been givea as yet,the indications are they will re_ard it as too negative
and that there is,therefore,very little nmore they can say at the present beyond
what they have already csaid in their response to the 'document'.They insisty that
their intentions are honourable and genuine and that they will deliver and abide by
any agreenents that may be’made.They,therefore,reject and resent the sugz estion
that they are not being sincere or that they could not deliver agreements.
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en to the

their doors OP
r,much less,

While I believe that they will agree to kecp
to negotiate ©

present contacts,I also believe that they will not agree
to enter iato agreements through iutermeaiaries.

L Ls we now seem to be reaching an impasse in
would like,respectfully,to make one or two suggestions
ing it.

The first would be thal one of your representatives shiould speek,in con-
fidence,to lir.Gerry Adans iLP. with a view to giving him & direct explanation of
present British policy as it is expressed in 'the docunent' and also with a view to
assessing directly for yourself his attitude to this policy and the efforts he is
prepared to make to adapt Reoublican policy to it.

I reelise thet you may find it difficult to differentiate between &

Tevresent of the 1.R.,A. buv 1 an

certain there is a difference,a east ihe difference between speaking to & politic-
ian and speaking to a military leader.
If it would ease your decision on +his sugzestion,I could use my in-
fluence with lr.Adans to persuade him to attend such a neeting,not in his capzacity
f Parliamnt for Vest Belfast

as the leader of *the Sinn Fein party but as the liember o
or. even in a wrivete cajacity as & personal friend of my own.
I would like now to say something about my Ymowledge of lir.Adams both

as a person and s a political leader.
Tor the past four years or so,that is,since this present enterorise began,

I haive been involved with him,on a recular basis,in the search for peace.During that
4ime,I have never knowm hin,in his relationships with npe,to practise any kind of de-
ceil or duplicity or to make any atteapt to use me.Cn the contrary,I have always
found him to be completely nonest and comdletely sincere and,for that reason,I have
no hesitation in saying that he is a person of honour and integrity. ' .

4s I have said,about four years‘ago,he began (not for the first time)
with me in the search for ceace and so I hove had plenty of time and
opportunity to judce his ebilities as a politician.Ve have worked,and still do,on
the principle that the only way to lead the Repuvlican meovement away from the &se
of physical force is to create an elternative political force for achieving th i
of the Iationalist people of Ireland which will be povierful enough to conﬁinceet?lms
Lcoublican ioveunent (including lr.Adams himself) that the use ofuphysical force 2:
no loazer necessary.It is not the purpose of this letter to discuss this orinciple

(&}

the present contacts,I - -
about ways and means of break-

to co-operate

or %o describe t.e efforts we h.ve mede,and are still mzking,to put it into practi

ity B X A S s AT 1 i i . f

excent to say that @y purpose 1n WOrsing .ith hiw is to find a political vay-*o eige’
> [

the bloodshed in orthzrn Ireland +nd his murpose in vorking with me is to help i
the creation of a politicel force on the Tationslist side of the confli to~ﬁ§L? %
combinins the volitical energies of the lationalist people as a waole W g
policy for peace,would,in terus of the aind and the convictions o; thelg ? pogmon
gﬁvefez?,foig i fredigle elternative to the use of physical force*ané pgzizétlgiz
e Yationelist-Rejuoslican cause,a completely political way of achieving its aims

L
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: Sigce his political ability and influence may be crucial to the success
of tbe enterprise on wlich we are engaged,I would like now %o give my own imoression
Qf.hlm &F.a.political leader.In ziving; this impression,I ail comnenting on his pol-
{tha% abilities as such and not on how he uges them.This is & matter for his owm
decision and mst be judged by criteria which are difrerent frca the ones I aa

using here.

I believe that,as a politician,he pelongs to the highest rank or,at
lcast,thet he has the qualities to reech the hizhest rank.ile has,in oy opinion,the
political shrewdness and decisiveness,the thoroughness in work,the ability to analyse
the dynemics of a political situation,the judgement in czlculating risks and the
courage in talking them,the astuteness in relating to other politicians,and,in ~eneral,
that naturel capacity for the art of politics which would fit hin for a place in
the cabinet of any Governaent.

These abilities have beewn conditioned and,to some extent,clouded oy his
solitical upbringing in the Zzyublican tradivion, the conflict-pressures of his work
and his experiences during 1{ue troubles' of the pust twenty years,a background
vhich tends to colour his aporoach b volitical situations and to prejudice his
attitudes to oti.:r noliticians.lle is aware,however,of tae influences on him of this
backeround and is osrepared to t:ke then into account in making assessments and in
coming to decisions.l believe,therefore,that he tries and inteads to be feir and
objective in his political judzements.

4s I Xnow him,then,his Republican convictions are free from fanaticismo
d he has the potential,l believe, %o become a true statesman, *

an

T said ebove thet speaking to sip.idems as the leader of the Sinn Fein
party would not be the same &S speaking to a representative of the I.R.A.I did so
because,in ny experience,the Sinn Farty and the I.R.A. are two sepzrate organisations,
separate in leadershiy,membership,structures and tactics.Sinn Tein,especially under
its present leadershiz,is a nolitical perty in its oWm right ond with its owa char-
acter.Like other politicel parvies in Ireiend,it has its o leadership,its own
policies eand structures,its <wa elected representatives and soliticel supporters.

It is a mistd:e,therefore,to believe that the Sinn Fein narty is a
puppet of the I.R.4., OT nerely a front for it,that it lacks any independence of
leadership or approach.l am saying this because T an convinced that the consequences
of +this nisteke have been,and may continue to be,sragic in teruws of the relationship
hetveen e ostracizalion of the Sinn Feiu sarty and the vrolongation of the con- a3
2lict in orthern Teiand.

1 won't develoy this point ony further eccept to say that the quality
of the present Sitn Pein leadership end their freedom to initiate and organise
their own policies .ere illustrated at thkir 1986 Annual Conference wien the long-
gtanding policy of Deil abstentionisa was reversed without significant splits or
upheavals - 2 fundamental development which even veople like 1dchael Collins,Eamonn
de Valera and others,including the Jeaders of Sinn Fein et the time of the split in
1970,could not eccomplish,This fact alone indicates the ability of the present

3
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Sinn Pein leaders to take great personal and nolitical risks,to make great changes
and to move forward to new political horizons.

I would like,next,to suggest another way of breaking the impasse We now
v seen to have reached.This impasse,such as it is,hes arisen,l believe,because,on- the
/'10, p - one hend,The British authorities were waiting for the ]eadership concerned to say

b’fﬂufw they'would ccll & truce provided talks would be held and,on the other hand,the lead-
e L'/ ership concerned were waiting for the British authorities to say that talks WouTtribe
k&x; neld provided a truce would be called. ‘ ‘

h The question,then,is,who should tele the next step? 4s neither side may

wigh to take the initiative at the jresent time and as,un %0 now,the initiative has
been with ir.Fume and nyself,I believe that we should take the next step by asking
two hypothetical questions - "if the British aathorities were willing. to hold talks
would the leadersliv concerned be willin: to call a truce?" and "if the leadership
concerned were willinz to call a truce would +he Sritish authorities be +,illins to
hold +ellks?" Tiis,as I heve said,is only - susgestion but,if responses were given
to these questions,the situation would,at least,be clerified.

Given your concern about the sincerity of the leadershiD in question,
I trust thet what I hove said in this letter about it will help to allay your fears.
T have persoally no doubt vhatsocver about thie honour of their intentions at the
present tiue and in relation to the present contacts althoush I know this may appear
to contradict intoruation thet is available to you and,especially,the sinister implic-
ations of the recent arcvests near youxr houe.

T would likc to say,first of all,in relation to these ARRESTSthat 1
wovld personally abhor and condemn any attempt by anyone to cause death or injury to 3
you or to any British politician.lly onky ::22son for helping to initiate the presenvt
contacts and for continuing to bde involved in thea,in spite of all the probleas and
sressures,and,indeed, wy only reason for writing this letter,is to do what I can to
ond Torever the very possibility of such attacks.

1y feer noy is that,if evidence availatle to you indicates that the
I.2... were,in fact,involved in what was heppening near your houae,you will take this
as a clear sizn that theixr leadership are not being sincere in their dealings with
-p.lume wnd myself or in the contacts beinz made throuzh him and that you will,es a
result,decide that you should not speak to them at the present tinme.l fully understand
why,in view of all the circunstances,you should think like this.211 I can saifis that :
even il it were proved today that the I.2.4. were involved,I would still stand dy
my é§£§vicfiqjgﬁpd uy certaigty “hat their leadership,in relation
tacis,and ¥ C€4h eir intentions .rc lonourable and senuine.l say
set it in the earlier part of tuis let

to the present con-

this for the reasons

\ ter ( which was drafted before I heard the

news of the arrests near your home) and also Zor reasons related to wy knowledse of
the way the I.R.i. is organised shich I shall exjlein verbally to Lir.Ilume and Ghich
he wwill explain verbally to you.

p T vould like,hovever,here to point to another recent event which could
be interpreted as a clear sign thet the I.R.A. leadership are sincere and that their

e NN, B0 S SSS
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intentions are honourable.

You will remember how,in August last,the holiday plans of lr.Nicholas
Fenn, the British Ambassador in Dublin, were in the hunds of the I.R.A. before his holi-
day took place and how they claimed that,although they could have organised ean attack
on”him,they had decided not to ‘bui,instead,had decided to leak the information they
had about his holiday to the press.This claim was made in an official statement which

was published in the "Republican News" on the 20.8.87. S
Vas there a relationship between ti. decision not to attack lr.Fenn and

the contacts being made throuzh lir.Hume? I believe there was or,at least,that it would
not be an unreasonable inierpretation of this whole rather strange event,to say that
there was,nzmely,that the I,R.4. leadership decided not to attiack the Ambassa dor
because of the present contacts and that,to ensure that none of their units on the
ground would attack him,they lesked the information they had about his movements and
the fact that they had it to the media because in circumstances where,for reasons of
confidentiality,they could not explain their decision to their people on the ground,
this ..us the best way %o prevent any psossibility of an attack on him.They were,on this
interpretation,varning the authorities that r.Fenn was in danger.

3e that as it may,my fear no. is that,in view of the arrests near your .
soeak to the I.R.i. at the present time with the result

home,you will decide not to
that a real opportunity to meke peace with thea will be endangered and even lost.
I an certain,indeed,that,by God's grace,we have,at the present tiue,not
only a real opportunity to make peace with the Republican moveuent but also to open
l:sting veace for every party end every interest concerned in
can only trust and nray that,agzin by God's srace,these ovpor-
to be useld and develonsed until they are brought to success.

This has been a very iong letter but I trust you have been petient with
me because of the imwortznce of the matters it discusses,matters,really,of life and

the door to a justv and
the present conflict.I
tunities will continue

death., :
I know that you .vill rezard this letter as strictly confidential and

personel to yourself.

With kindest regards and rarinz that God nmay bless you
and jour faoily and protect you nos and always,

Yours Sincerely,

Ny et O

Alex Reid C.SsoX.
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