'fi\ EMENT BY THE R°. HON PLTER BROOKE MP,
SECRETARY OF STATE ~OR NORTHERN IRELAND
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as should be a season of peace the world over, At]the end of
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12 y2ar in which the momentous chenges in Europe have shguwn the
5Ccpe for new political development, a ceasefire in Northern Ireland
albeit brief is & welcome epilogue to 1950 and may be a pginter to
aclilevlng a lasting solution in 1991. This 1s, of goursey too late
o be o0f any ccmfort to families facing Christmas withcut|a loved
one as a result of terrorist actlon. There could, howevey, Dbe no
retter news on the eve of the Hew ¥Yesar than that the message
terrozism cannot be allowed to succeed may have taken roc} end zhat

cecognition has dawned that there is no future for terrorism. If

this ceasefire signals a more prolonged renunclation of vioience,
then the importancs of dialogue as part of the democraticitra

is reinforced. It aey be that there will be a chance in 2591 tc s
about resolving wh:t some have thought intractable prodbless. If
Lhipg i3 &3 E2 2o, il will Call for lweyination ana perseverance in

21l the peoples of these islends.




