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PS/SECRETARY OF gTATE [1]

POLITICAL MOVEMENT AND THE PROVISIONALS

Mr John Hume telephoned me yesterday evening from strasbourg,
and spoke with a sensé O too some anxiety.
His purpose Wwa sation he had had,
and to convey tomorrow
afternoon (Thursday 24 January) s i travels (to
california on sunday, from which 0 days OrL
s0) .

2. He has had a further conversation with, I assume, Gerry Adams
(he was speaking in guar ge on an open 1ine). It was

HMG had noticed how quiet PIRA had been since the ceasefire

(only relatively, as the DCI observed) , and he was told
great embarrassment was felt about the recent firebombings
(possibly supporting the speculation, for which there is other
evidence that they were mounted from publin and not by Northern
Command) .

It appears Mr Hume had given his interlocutor some expectation

as he acknowledged, any promise of it from us) that

i in the course of a speech,

HMG . the Dublin Government would by now
nhave prod i forward embracing the
political dev initiati uit of a peace
process; put this i i publin would not
move before first C i 1ine with HMG. He
was in consequence coming un from his
interlocutor - who had, he impli i 1se to think about.
(This was where I sensed some anxiety in his tone, though it might
pbe no more than a wish to clear his yard arm of this particular
set of signals pefore going away.)

5. He also reported that, in a separate conversation with a
journalist he believe tions with the Provisionals
he was told that the ] i ad had confirmation from both the
'politicians' ini PIRA ‘£hat they were all

considering actively a ceasefire option - the risk at this stage
of a split at the PAC jevel was not showing itself.
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Mr ' :
Some megﬁze Z request was this. Could the Secretary of State find
words) Whiéh g 1? a speech, to say words (not necessarily new
B REihiis Eou d be read ?y the Provisionals as a signal that a
Pane 2o th? Of process 1e§d1ng to peace was not opposed by HMG -
SR eig were paranoid fears in the minds of some of them
o arti?? }tical develgpment process had in fact failed, but had
e clally resusc1tateq by HMG (? and Dublin) as a means of
pressurg p;ggress to a ceasef1¥e_(usefu1 confirmation of the
e Proe'w‘1Ch progress on political development has applied to
Sl visilionals). He grea@ly hopes something can be arranged,

gt he can be told of it on Thursday afternoon so that he has
something to say to his interlocutors.
e,

We are consi@ering the arguments, and possible options,
urgently and I will advise further as soon as possible.

C : A If a few
m1nute§ discussion were possible tomorrow before or after Cabinet,
that might be helpful.

J A CHILCOT
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