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In the Joint Declaration, both leaders sald ’‘that the achievement of

Peace must involve a permanent end to the use of, or support for,
paramilitary violence. ’

Making in the Joint Declaration an unswerving commitment to
democracy, they said: ‘democratically mandated parties which

establish a commitment to exclusively peaceful methods and which

have shown that they abide by the democratic process, are free to

Join in dialogue in due course between the two Governments and the
political parties on the way ahead’.

Consistent with that, we have said that within 3 months of a

permanent end to violence we would enter preliminary exploratory
dialogue with Sinn Fein.

[Of course, any halt to the killing in Northern Ireland is
welcome.] [If this response helps achieve a permanent end to all

paramilitary violence, then it is a step forward.]

What matters - for loyalists and republicans alike - is deeds not

words.

CONFIDENTIAL



