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PRIME MINISTER’S CONVERSATION WITH THE TAOISEACH:
FRIDAY 11 MARCH

The Prime Minister spoke to the Taoiseach for 10 to 15 minutes from
about 4.15 this afternoon.

They cleared the enclosed press notice, based on the draft which John l dﬁ ‘ (
Chilcot sent earlier today. The Prime Minister said that the main purpose of

the statement was to demonstrate that the two Governments continued to stand
very closely together.

The Taoiseach (perhaps being a little indiscreet for an open telephone
line) said that his security people had told him three weeks ago that something
was being planned, possibly on the mainland. They had monitored the
movements of key people. The Taoiseach found it hard to understand how
these people had then slipped through the net. No-one had been able to give

him an answer.

The Prime Minister said that the events of the last 48 hours had led to
increased pressure here to pick the Joint Declaration off the table, pick up the
[RA’s ringleaders and so on. He thought it important to intensify security

cooperation between the two countries.

As both Prime Ministers were short of time, the Prime Minister

suggested that they should have a longer conversation after the Taoiseach’s
return from the United States, perhaps face to face. The Taoiseach said he
would welcome this. I need not record the rest of the conversation, which

covered the Taoiseach’s visit to Washington, the Prime Minister’s lunch with
the Portuguese Prime Minister, and so on.
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I am sending copies of this to John Sawers (Foreign and Commonwealth
Office) and Melanie Leech (Cabinet Office).

RODERIC LYNE

Jonathan Stephens, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office.
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