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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT: THE INFORMATION EFFORT PRIOR TO THE SINN
FEIN ARD FHEIS

As PUS will have told you, 1 am strongly of the view (which
I gather you may share) that, on the assumption that the
delivery of our 'Notions’ paper (still subject to Irish
reactions) will be sufficient to keep the UUP and APNI 'on

side’ for the next three weeks or so, the key objective

run up to the potentially critical Ard Fheis. The very

deployment of the Notions paper has raised suspicions 1in
Irish and SDLP minds that we are following a minimalist or
agenda, and 1f suspicions are raised 1n

'Molyneauxesque’
those gquarters, Wwe can Aassume that in Republican circles,
our propositions will create new paranoila. I suggest,

therefore, that notwithstanding allegations that HMG's

approach may resemble that of a pendulum swing, it 1is
nevertheless necessary for us to put on the record, a fairly

green-leaning speech or article betfore the Ard Fheils.
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e I ellseon 4 February woulg be a good
- Suggest we should find an Opportunity to put
ther, fairly Substantial ] :

Any such statement should, I suggest, pursue three
Objectives: -

(51) to put the maximum pressure on Sinn Fein at the Ard
Fhels to accept the Declaration;

thes Declaration®)ivis , afisire that HMG has done

everything possible to avoid any blame attaching to
1t sBfand

(111) to reinforce our own view of the complementarity of
the peace process and the Talks process.

The proposed speech/article might achieve the first and
second of 1its objectives, partly by using fairly green
language, partly by demonstrating that the Declaration 1is
genuinely the start of a process, rather than an end in
itself, and partly by showling that such a process holds out
the prospect of some Nationalist ‘gains’ which are not
threatening to Unionists. (You will recognise the points
put to PUS, David Watkins and you last week by Simon Lee and
Robin Wilson as the genesis of the last element of this
package; these were subsequently trailed further in the

Fortnight editorial, and in a more sophisticated way, by

CONFIDENTIAL

DR/45887 z




CONFIDENTIAL

Simon Lee in his McCallum lecture at oxford.

Michael Ancram has shown SONE interest in the ideas floated
3 useful departure

point in selling the sort of speech which I have in mind to

Ministers.)

5. I am attaching a first stab at a draft: of the kind of

statement that I have 1n mind (largely courtesy of MessIs

It is unashamedly greel, put I am

s it proceeds through the
e no

Quinn and watkins).

conscious of the likelihood that, a
and I therefore mak

end of the
have

system, balance will be added,
starting out at the green
spectrum. This is where it must be pitched 1f it 18°C0

maximum effect. I recognise that a lot more work would need
all of our

apologies for

objectives.

6. As to the timing of delivery, we Wwou

of other significant events

the Northern Ireland parties;
article; the nature of the

Notions paper toO the timing of

the proposed Irish Times

secretary of state’s speech on 16 February; and Tops ©On

17 February) . If we are
there is an argument which says that

we should giv b the message. On

the other hand, the more time they are given, the more they
and raise the stakes. My

is that we should aim for delivery

Wwith that target date in mind, Wwe€ might also consider the

Prime Minister passing a CopYy of the
Taoiseach when he meets him on

ospect of a FaN1T lyagreens

option of the
speech/article to the

19 February. The imminent PT

statement from yMG might help smooth that occasion,
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particularly 1f the Irish are uncomfortable with our Notions
Paper and its deployment.

I understand that we now have a slot booked on the VCR

tomorrow at 4.15 pm to consider whether the approach that I
have suggested is worth pursuing; the draft itself; timing;
and the best means of deploying the ideas to Ministers.

Signed David Fell

DAVID FELL
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