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LETTER TO THE TAOISEACH

Thank you for showing us the letter which the Prime Minister intends

t+o send to the Taoiliseach.

he Secretary of State

As I explained on the phone yesterday, t
hould be taken to

welcomes this and believes that the opportunity s

reinforce with the Irish Government the message conveyed to them on

t Friday’s Intergovernmental Conference.

the Talks process at las
ph on

The attached revised draft therefore inserts an extra paragra
the Talks process. In order to keep the jetter manageable, Wwe have

shortened the rest slightly.

ather that David Blatherwick has suggested that he might seek to

I g
e Taolseach.

convey the letter personally to th
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

)
’RAFT LETTER Frowm PRIME MINISTER
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I am :
i glad that pPatrick Mayhew and Dick Spring had the chance
2 thorough discussion on 28 January.

' This was a good
time to take stock. :

i As the days pass, 1t becomes harder to
4UStaln optimism about the eventual response of the

B S : !

rm.lls1onals and Sinn Fein to the Joint Declaration. But if
their internal debate 1s still going on, we should obviously
continue to do whatever we can to underline that the Joint

Declaration offers a fair and balanced path into the

democratic process, if only they will end violence. Patrick

Mayhew and I have both gone to great lengths to spell this

out. We shall go on doing so. I also had a very good

meeting with John Hume a couple of weeks ago.

I should say privately that I am very concerned about the
White House decision to admit Gerry Adams this week. I know

that Bill Clinton was put under intense pressure by Senators
and Congressmen whose support he needs on important domestic
questions. Nevertheless, their argument that admitting
Adams would encourage Sinn Felin and the Provisionals to
accept the Joint Declaration and end violence seems to be
based on a fundamental misreading of the situation. It has
relieved rather than increased pressure on the Provisionals
to end violence. Adams announced before leaving, with

evident glee, that the Americans had not required him to

renounce violence.

The Joint Declaration holds open the prospect of Sinn Feiln
joining democratic politics if and when violence 1s ended -
but only then. That must continue to be right - we must not
encourage them to believe that they can get access to

democratic politics without an end to violence.
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I gather that you are

The RFU have also invited
though I have yet to confirm that I shall be going.

likely to come over for the game.
me,

I
hope that we can find an hour or so before or after the game

for a chat.

If you would like to do this, I shall ask Roderic Lyne to be

in touch with your office to work out the most convenient
arrangement.
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