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TAOISEACH’S LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER

I am responding to your minute of 4 January to Mr Daniell about our
proposed response to the Taoiseach’s letter to the Prime Minister of

30 December, which both complained about the Caraher judgement and

also made a number of suggestions for presenting the Joint

Declaration in a way that increased the 1likelihood of having 1its
I have subsequently discussed

desired effect upon the Provisionals.
and what follows -

the terms of our proposed reply with Mr Fell,
including our suggested revised draft - represents the views of us

both.

The changes we are suggesting to the Secretary of State’s draft

2%
to educate the Prime Minister as well as Mr

are designed, 1in part,

Reynolds. They rest on two assumptions: first, that reassurance of

the Unionists has now gone as far as it can usefully go (eg in the

prime Minister’s most recent Belfast Newsletter article) without

seriously damaging hopes of peace. Second, our priority at the

moment must be to Kkeep the Irish on side - even at the cost of

swallowing some of our indignation at the Taoiseach’s infuriating

remarks about the Caraher case, and 1ts implications about the

independence of the judiciary.
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