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suggesting that it made Articles 2 and 3 obsolete: the need for
accountable democracy was heavily promoted. The DUP and various

independent Unionists saw the document as a source of unmitigated
evil, which (a) represented only the starting point for HMG'S
negotiations with the Republican movement because the real
negotiations had taken place under cover of the Joint Declaration
and would continue; (b) had hypnotized the UUP into betraying one

million Protestants; but (c) was fully consistent with HMG'S track
record of duplicity over the past 25 years. The Alliance Party

urged Sinn Fein to get on board the peace train before it left the
station without them: John Alderdice deplored the fact that the
Council was presented with a choice of motions, when in reality the
positions of most of the parties were congruent; but his proposal
that the meeting should adjourn for 15 minutes to allow the SDLP,
Alliance and UUP traders to formulate an agreed motion was heavily

defeated. Sinn Fein stuck rigidly to the point that the Joint

Declaration was still being evaluated, and clarification of key

concepts was still required. HMG'S hard-nosed attitude was not

helpful - the need for dialogue must be recognised.

3. The most surprising feature of the Debate was the decorum

with which it was conducted. Most of the heckling was good—-natured,

and largely confined to the Unionist factions provoking each other.

The V1ews offered by Sinn Feln were listened to politely, and even
the equipoised blandness ot the Alliance contributions prompted no

atavistic displays from the boot-boy elements. The central area of

philosophical disagreement lay with the concept of self-

but since each grouping appeared to prove to its own
s interpretation was the only true one, there
The same rational approach

determination;
satisfaction that 1t

were no displays of jll-feeling.
informed the voting, where carefully-calculated displays of

oppositionand.abstention ensured that both amendments and the main

motion were voted down.
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;‘)proacintzorb:f:;slztion afterwards Reg Empey stated that this orderly
. ss was now the rule, rather than the exception.
The <?lght RUC personnel who had traditionally attended City Council
meei.:lngs had been returned to Barracks, and the Council was now
beginning to take pride in the fact that its proceedings were

somewhat more dignified than those of the House of Commons !

5. With regard to the wider political picture, however,

was anxious to emphasise the need for HMG to maintain the momentum

which has been generated by the Joint Declaration.
that the initiative did not pass to the Republican movement (which

he suspected would prove unwilling or unable either to accept or

reject the Joint Declaration). y—election
in East Belfast in February (to £ill Tommy Patton’s seat
a drubbing if Molyneaux'’s support for the prime Minister was not

clearly seen to be bearing fruit. Early moves in the Commons toO
establish the Northern Treland Select Committee would be an obvious

form of reassurance: the probability of I.abour opposition (because

of their new policy of non-cooperation with Government) and SDLP

ritual objections should not be allowed to delay progress.
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%n terms of fall-back positions, and is undertaking some research
into the idea of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Council which was
floated during the early 1970’s. We pondered on whether such a body
could be used to allow constitutional parties to make a positive
contribution to the discussion of key issues in a format which did

not prejudice their wider position (and which might, therefore,
prove acceptable to the SDLP).

8. Empey was also anxious to ensure that both Governments took
on board the message that firm action would have to be taken agailnst
the Republican movement if they procrastinated beyond the end of
January in responding to the Joint Declaration. He felt that UUP
grassroots support for Molyneaux’s position was already under
considerable strain, and claimed that even John Alderdice was
becoming nervous. While recognising the need to allow the
Republicans some time to reach a view on the Joint Declaration, HMG
must not be lulled into a protracted period of dialogue, otherwise

+he consensus on the Joint Declaration would quickly unravel.

Comment

9. There was little in what was said in the debate or after
which was significantly at variance with the public positions of the
parties. The UUP awareness of their electoral vulnerability 1is
increasing however; and the DUP are making no secret of the fact

that Sinn Fein'’s delay 1in responding to the Joint Declaration 1is

regarded as vindicating their hard-line approach.

[signed]

PETER SMYTH
SH EXT 27087
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