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Roderic Lyne Esq CMG
10 Downing Street

In my letter of 5 January 1
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desperately trying to manoeuvre themselves into a position
where they feel that they can justify a decision to continue
the campaign of violence in the face of the Declaration and
the hopes that have been raised in so many quarters. They
fear the prospect of becoming increasingly isolated and
irrelevant. They are looking for a British ’blunder’.

The key issues on which Sinn Fein are currently majoring are
self-determination and the need for clarification of the
Joint Declaration as is apparent from Gerry Adams’ statement
of 3 January, a copy of which accompanied my letter of 5

January.

The Provisional IRA have of course continued their campaign
of violence since the Joint Declaration, interrupted only by
the. traditional 3 day Christmas ceasefire. While the public
may still perceive their actions as subject to some
restraint, in fact the level of incidents involving the
gsecurity forces has been comparable to that which pertained

for most of last year.

Overall, our assessment has to be that opinion within the
provisional movement is hardening against accepting the

Declaration as a basis for a permanent cessation of
violence. If that is the case, there are a number of ways

in which their decision would become manifest ranging from

outright rejection, through fudge, to some form of
rime-limited ceasefire during which they would seek more

concessions.
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re-dedicating themselves to the talks process and moving out

of the current bilateral exploratory phase back 1

To this end, the letter proposes resumptlion
document to form

nto all

three strands.
of work with the Irish on the ' framework’

the basis of further multi-lateral talks.

A meeting of the Intergovernmental Conference 18 planned for

the end of January. Clearly, political development will
feature prominently, but there will also be other issues tO
including security cooperation and economic and
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My letter of 29 December to Alex Allan set out in some

detail the gecurity options open to us should the
Provisionals reject the declaration. However my Secretary
Oof State does not believe that implementation of those
initiatives which could be put into effect quickly would be
;ikely to have a dramatic impact presentationally or in
operational terms.  For that reason and because, as I said
in my earlier letter, he does not want to give the
impression that we have been lenient on terrorism up tO now,
he would not want to give the impression that there was an
impending ’crackdown’. Rather it would be a question of
continuing to use all our policies, security and otherwise
to put pressure on the terrorists and isolate them from the
rest of the community. We would of course seek to
accelerate our agenda for security co-operation with the

Irish in such circumstances.

Sir Patrick believes that this represents ’'where we are
at’. We are continuing urgently with our contingency
planning and will report further next week.
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