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JOINT DECLARATION

At Cabinet yesterday the Prime Minister thanked all cfficials
involved in the Joint Declaration and itg presentation, for their
hard work - often late into the night. Most of this burden fell to
rhe Northern Ireland Office. I attach a Personal Minute from the
Pri‘r'ne Minister recording his thanks to the NIO. In passing it on, I
should like to add my own.

24 The negotiation of the Declaration involved many long hours of
careful analysis and persistent digcussion with the Irish, by a very
gmall team of officials. The balanc'e of the final document, and the
protection given to the Government s long held principles, reflect
the gkill and care with which the innumerable drafts were studied,

and advice was prepared.

3. The text was only finalised some 12 hours before it was
roleagsed. So it is all the more remarkable that the department has
been able to put together such an effaective presentation plan,
including the dist;ibution.of 200,000 coplies of the Declaration
already. I know this has involved a lafge number of pe?ple working
very long hours and, in many cases, having to get to grips very
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and complex document .

d distributed the briefing material and
a vital contribution.

Those who planned,
prepared, typed, Copied an

final text made
its dividend

4 . It is still too early to tell th

Lthe Joint Declaration.
Declaration will have se

e final outcome of reaction to
But whatever else happens, the Joint

rved its purpose in setting out the
Positions of both Govermments,

and in providing a clear opportunity
for peace if those who are breaking the peace are prepared to take
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o I am most grateful for the excellent Support which Ministerg
have received throughout.

Please pass this on to all who have
played a part.
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