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| PvMHENTB BY SECRETARY OF STATE WHEN INTERVIEWED ON GOOD MORNING ULSTER
ROGRAMME ON THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER 1993

Interviewer

A lot of people have been commenting, some with concern, a great many
With concern, about the prospect of Sinn Fein being involved in talks
| within three months of a cessation of violence. Are you saying that

;, it’s a condition for those exploratory talks taking place that the IRA
1 surrender its weapons and explosives?

Secretary of State

We want to see a permanent end to violence and exploratory talks will
be talks at which the consequences of a declared end to violence will
be explored. Obviously if people are in possession of weapons then it
is not compatible with a declaration that violence is at an end, SO
these are matters which would be explored at that stage. The sooner,
of course, arms are given up the better., We shall be talking to Sinn

Fein, not to people who have actually let off bombs.

Interviewer
But do those talks, those exploratory talks, include discussion of how

the IRA is to surrender its weapons?

secretary of State
That will be a very sensible thing to be discussing, yes, of course.

Interviawer :
5o those exploratory talks could take place in the absence of such a

surrender?

secretary of State
Within three months. What we said is this. We’ve said this in public

beforehand. We have gaid that once there is a declaration that
violence is at an end, then within three months we will enter into
exploratory talks as to how Sinn Fein, for example, can be admitted
into the main political talks which have been going on, as you know,
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idst year and again this year. Now there will be a great deal to
discuss. There’s the mechanics, the means by which they can be
brought about. But people have got the wrong idea, I think, that

they’ll be sitting down within three months at the Conference table.
That?’s not . iionae

Interviewer

Sir Patrick, if I just get this clear with you. Are you saying that
while exploratory talks are going on, or indeed before they start, it
would not be a condition of their starting that the IRA surrender

their weapons and explosives?

Secretary of state
If the IRA have explosives and if the IRA have munitions, which of

course they have, the sooner they surrender them the better. But what
we have said at the moment is that exploratory talks as to how the
main talks may be entered into by Sinn Fein will take place within
three months. These are all matters that have got to be worked out
but at exploratory talks it will obviously be highly relevant as to
when and how arms are to be surrendered, because you cannot be sitting
on top of arms and at the same time say you’re for real when you say

+hat violence is at an end.
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Interviewver

Forgive me for saying this,
many people will be drawing from hearing you is that yes, there could

be those exploratory talks without those arms and explosives having

peen handed 1n?

but I have a feeling that the conclusion

gecretary of 8tate
1 think that that is the position at the moment, yes. These are

matters that do have to be worked out. I think it is extremely

interesting that already the effect of this‘jo:f.nt declaration is that
people are thinking ahead down the line, thinking too of surrender of
| arms, thinking of what happens after there has been a declaration that
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% violence is at an end. That is a very desirable thing. What is Very
important is that we do not sit down and talk in main constitutional

talks with people who still held the threat of violence up their
sleeves.

Interviewer £5

Say the Republican Movement is to convey to you the idea that, Yes,
there are some ways in which this joint declaration meets theilr
position, but they would like to know from you whether you can give a

little more. What is your response going to be?

Secretary of State

My response is going to be "tough". The two Governments have put
their heads together over many months and they have come up with a
joint declaration which constitutes their agreed position as to the
constitutional principles, as to the political realities, which affect
Northern Ireland in particular and its divided community, and the
problems of Northern Ireland, and they have said: ''Now this 1is a
declaration for democracy, it’s a declaration for dialogque, and we are
not saying that agreement must be reached in one particular direction
or another, but what we are saying 1s you must come to an agreement
and we will help. We are not saying that it has got to be for a

united Ireland; we are not saying it’s got to be staying in the United
What we are saying, and the two Governments speaking

"You must come to an agreement and we will help you do

Kingdom."

together, is:
that". Now that is what is so important and then tHey go on to say in

the light of that there can be no possible pretext for using violence

for political ends.

Tnterviewer

So you are saying and that you will continue with what many have

interpreted as a '"take it or leave it" offer?

gecretary of 5tate

Well, 'Yyou =a8ay®iessees | . ; .
not in the business of bargaining with 8inn Fein; wWe are not in the

with anybody who justifies the use of violence,

wtake it or leave it" offer. Certainly we are

pusiness of bargaining
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ner AT we in the businegsg of bargaining with anybody who uses

. Saying is: “yoyu have a political objective. It
ive." fThere are Plenty of people who are
Constitutional hationalists, who are not going to cut the ground from
under thejipr feet by bargaining with People who bring bombs to back up
their arquments because they know that they can’t win at the -
ballot-box. But we’re Saying this to them: "You are excluded from
the Council Chamber; vou are éxcluded from political talks only by
your own decision te uSe weapons. Give thoge weapons up, give up the
uUsSe of violence and then doors Will open to You which have been c¢losed
up till now.m
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Interviewer

Secretary of State
The Governments, I may say, will continue - T Speak only for mny own

Government here - we will continue with the unrelenting campaign
against men and women of violence that is continuing at the moment,

but it will not mean that this declaration has had no value, no
Why not? Because it will be Seen that the two Governments

concerned, those to whom nationalists on the whole look, that’s to say
» the Government Of the

the Dublin Government, our own Government
United Kingdom, of which Northern Ireland, in the international and

national law, forms part, the two Governments will have said this ig
the declaration which we make about the constitutional Principles apg

the political realities which are relevant.

Interviewer
Do you strengthen the Anglo-Irish Agreement?

Secretary of State

May I just finish this. : S .
can be no possible pretext, no even shadow of Justification for
there

And the Governments will have sajigs "Now




Sing violence for political ends", and that will be seen all round

the world, as President Clinton has already made absolutely clear, in

QA Very powerful message of support yesterday; that will serve still
further to undermine and withdraw suppert and toleration from the IRA.

Interviewer

Do you strengthen the Anglo-Irish Agreement as a means also of doing
that?

Secretary of State
There is no need to strengthen the Anglo-Irish Agreement, save to
broaden it and get broader support for it if that is possible, and

that’s the policy of both Governments. What is wrong with the
Anglo-Irish Agreement is that at present it is still not supported by

a substantial proportion of people in Northern Ireland.




