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‘The Taciseach and the Britsh Prime Minister acknowledg that the most
urgent and important issus facing the people of Irsland, North and South, and
the British and Irish Governments together,is to remove the causes of confict,

o overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have

S..ited, racognising that past feilres to settle relationsips between the.

pecple of both islands satisfactorily has led to continuing tragedy and suffering.

They consid pean Uni Iy

h h text of d wil

prog ofthe g place in
Northern Ireland. The challenges and opportunities of European Union wil, of
themselves, require new approaches to serve interests common to both parts

of reland.

‘The Taoiseach and t« Britsh Prime Ministar 2  convinced of the inestimahle

value to both their peaples of healing divisio. & in Ireland and of ending a

y al. Botn recognise
that the ending of divisions can come about only through the agreement and

‘cooperation of the people, North and South, representing bot tracitions in

Ireland, [

alllevels. Itis their aim to foster agreement and reconciliation, leading to

pol whole.

isiand.

‘The Britsh Prime Minister reiterates, on behalf of the British Government, that
they have no selfsh, strategic, politcal or economic interest in Northern

reland, and triat their sole interest is to see peace, stabilty and reconciiation




o

peop! istand. The
the principle that have the right
colectively  and that

the form of agreed independent structures for the isiand as a whole. They
affim heir reaciness to introduce the measures to give legislative effsct on

their side to this right over a period to be agreed by both Governments and

lowing sufcient time for the buiding of consent and the beginning of a
process of national econcilation. The Brish Govemment wil use al their
influence and ensrgy to win the consent of a majorty in Northern Ireland for
these measures. Thay acknowledge that t i the wish of the people of Brain
10 see the people of Ireland ive together i unity and harmony, with respect

for their diverse tracitions, independent, but withfull recognition of the special

ks and the unique relationship which exists between the peoples of Britain
and Ireland,

The Taciseach, on hehalfof the Irsh Government, consicers that the lessons
of ish history, end especially of Northern Irsland, show it sabilty and
walkbeing wil not be found undsr any poiticalsystem which is refused

allegiance or rei identity by a those
governed by it. He accepts, on behalf of the Irish Government, that the

by the people of Ireland as a whole must
e achisved and exercised withthe agrsement and consent of the peaple of
Northern Ireland and must, consistent with justce and squity, respect the
deme:iatc cignity and provide enu snched guarantses of the cv rights and

religious liverties of both communities.

“The Irish Government accordingly commit themselves to wurkmg inthe spirt
and on the basis of the Repor New Ireland




, whi respecting people ot Ireland,
would enable them to work together in all areas of common nterest. This wil
help to build the trust necessary to end past divisions, leading to an agreed
‘and peaceful future. Such structures would, of course, include instiutional

recognition of the special links that exist between the peoples of Britain and

Ireland as part of the totaity of riationships, wh

it of newly
forged links with the rest of Europe.

Inthe ight of their oint commitment o promote the foregoing objectives, the.
‘Taoiseach has indicated to the British Prime Minister his ntention of

establishing a permanent Irish Convention to consuft and advise on the steps

people of
Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common by them of
sel-determination on a basis of equalty. It wil be open to the Convention to

make recommendations cn ways in which agreement, as defined in the Forum

Repor, ‘cctfor the rights and identiics in Ireland,

by the
authority of Bunreacht na hEireann, and the institutions estabiished under it It

will be i i

between the Irish people relating to the exercise in common of the rightto

seft-determination will be resolved exclusively by peaceful, political means.

be open d politcal parties in
Ireiand which abide exciusively by the demacratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Ireland's politcal future and the weltare of al ts people.




