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10 PRINCIPLES

No selfish strategic or economic interest

"The British Government has no selfish strategic or economic interest
in Northern Ireland: our role is to help, enable and encourage."
- SOSNI (Brooke) The British Presence speech at Whitbread Restaurant, 9 November 1990

Facilitator for the democratic will of the people of Northern Ireland

'With no self-interest leading it to pursue a separate agenda of its

own, the Government is just as plainly the facilitator of the will of the
people in Northern Ireland, democratically expressed, as terrorism is

its enemy.'

- SOSNI (Mayhew) Culture and Identity speech at Coleraine, 16 Dacember 1992

Committed to the present status so long as majority of the people

wish it

'We are committed, warmly, solemnly, steadfastly, to honouring our

commitment to the wishes of a majority in Northern Ireland. And the

Irish Government has endorsed this through its signature of the Anglo-
Irish Agreement.*

- SOSNI (Mayhew) Culture and Identity speech at Coleraine, 16 December 1992

The two Governments

(a) affirm that any change in the status of Northern Ireland would
only come about with the consent of a majority of the people of

Northern Ireland;

(b) recognise that the present wish of a majority of the people of

Northern Ireland is for no change in the status of Northern Ireland;

(c) declare that, if in the future a majority of the people of Northern

Ireland clearly wish for and formally consent to the establishment of a

united Ireland, they will introduce and support in the respective

Parliaments legislation to give effect to that wish.
- Anglo-Irish Agreement 15 November 1985

Committed to equality of opportunity, equity of treatment, parity of

esteem for all the people

'Equally there must be appropriate expression...of the identity of each
of the two main parts of the community in Northern Ireland. The

principles of equality of opportunity, equity of treatment and parity of

esteem, already established by the Government, must be upheld and

applied."

- SOSNI (Mayhew) Culture and dentity speach at Coleraine, 16 December 1992



The two Governments
(a)

could, and would,
Thus, when terrori

its garrison role, 
would have served its

Purpose.’

- SOSNI (Mayhew) Culture 2nd Identity speach at Coleraine, 16 Decomber 1992]



No inhibition on legitimate expression of apv opinion

‘It falls to the British Government . - to ensure that ...administration which recognises th,

nationalist minority within
united Ireland - not simply the Republicbut to a 32 county state covering all th

united Ireland would present no obstacles, would
legislate to give effect


